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EXTRACTS FROM STATISTICAL STATE:\rEXT PREPARED BY
ALDERMAN BRUXELL,

And read at the Mt'ctlng held in the Toronlo Exchanje, in Aufiust, IBoG, for the piirpose

of considering the propricUi of estahJirJdii'j a line of Steamers on the Wctitern Lakes, &-c.

The comuierce of ouv Western Lukes borne to the harbor of New York by the
Erie Canal, created Buffalo and peopled the "we:^! ; and small as the capacity of the
Erie Canal is in comparison v,-ith tlie t^t. Linvrenoe, it is amply sufficient to tempt
the bulk of the lake trade over its ^vater -when once tliat trade has reached Lake
Erie. The beneiits of that trade are thus lost to Csiuada. Nor docs tlie Welland
Canal do more than feebly realise for vh, parallel advantage s from that >mall pro-
portion of the lake commere -vviiich readies, throuirli it, tlie United States ports on
Lake Ontario. Yet, (as is justly observed by Mr. Andrews in his Report to the
Senate of the United Stuics on the lake trade,) the peninsula of Canada, especially

that narrow neck lying between the Georgian J'>ay and Lsike Ontario, occupies the
position of a stepping stone betAvecu the commercinl ^•tates of the Atlantic and
Europe, and the mineral and agricultural regions of the North-west.

Canada has, therefore, the power to command the trade botAveen the manufac-
turers and their supporters to flow through her tci'iitory, and to yield her a ^Iiare

of the wealth and prosperity which so important a trade must create. This legiti-

mate purpose—a purpose Avhich every true Canadian should cherish—Is only piir-

tially etfected by tlie Welland Canal and the Great Western Railway; it is reserved

for Toror,to, if she is true to lierself, to push it a great step in advance: in fact it

is Avithin her grasp to accomplish it, and Avhile enriching Canada to enrich lierself,

and take her place among the fir-t commercial cities ui' this continent ; and Avhilc

tlic coll'ers of the Great Y»'eetern are tilled to repletion by a traffic Avhich legitimately

belongs to it as the connecting link in the great cential line of Americnn railways,

the people of Toronto may conduct anotlier brnncli of tlse Western trade, to Avliich

an equal importance attaches, so as to tloAv by tlieir own Avharves to its natural

channel, the St. LaAvrence. This great ol)ject, liOAvever, is not to be accomplished

by suffering the trade to pass to Lake Erie ; inr the moment it has passed the

obstruction of St. Clair Flats, it is Avithin the legitimate inlluence of the Eric

Canal; and Avhether it goes into tliat cliannel at Butuilo or OsAvego. it is equally

lost to Canada. Wo must control it, therefore, ere it passes the Straits of ^Lick-

inaAV,—and this Ave can do by availing ourselves of the advantages afforded by
spanning the larroAv isthmus from Toronto to NottaAvasnga Bay. By this route,

Ave set OOU miles of lake navigation, AA'ith 00 miles of railAvay. against 1200 miles of

lake navigation, em])racing the obstructions of the St. Clair Flats, tlie ilangers of

Lake Erie, and the delays and expenses of the Welland Canal ; and this entirely

surmounts the extra expense of transit over the short piece of railway ; Avhilc wo
expedite the transit of the freiglit by several days, and place it in the hands of for-

Avarders at Toronto, avIio Avill forward ir to its uliimate destination, unbiassed by
any other considerations than the respective advantages of the several routes which

intervene betAvecu this city and the sea-board.

Nor .-hould Ave be guilty of indulging in too brilliant a prospective, if we antici-

pated the frequent landing of vessels at our Avharves direct for Europe, Avliich

Avould return Avith manufactured goods for the West. It is certain that a class of

vessels much better adapted for ocean navigation than tliose that i>ass through the

Welland Canal May pass from Lake Ontario to tlie Atlantic ; and the present season

is Avitness of more than one departure from Chicago, freighted Avith produce, direct

for Liverpool.

The advantages occupied by Toronto in this contrast, is represented by the fol-

loAving calculation, Avhich, being based upon the figures of a former Chief Engineer

of tlie State of Ncav York, and sanctioned by subsequent authorities, may be taken

as an impartial statement ; and I have adopted these asa better average than could

bo arrived at, than by taking the rates actually paid, which may from time to time,
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