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The t'(-i lowing ii'ay I'c mentioned as ;;raniiiiatical

peenliarilies distinguishing it from motU-rn KuLjlisii :

—

(1.) (iouder was marked by special tt'nninations, and not
rejjfulated as in ujndern j'^iiglish by the sinipk' itiiiiciple of sex.

It rxt.oiuU'd to adjectives and participles, as well as nomis.

(2.) X(»mis were declined in variou?- way ai id liad five

cases (nominative, genitive, dative, accusative, and ablative or
instrumental), each case havinp;' its sjjecial endinjjr or endings.

(.'».) Pronouns had a (/((^r/ number.
(4.) The infinitive mood ended in -an; the infinitive of

pur|;

ceded bv h

(dative HI -(inn e or -cnne. The latter only was i)re-

(). ) Participles were declined like adjecti\es. The present
participle ended \n -(vde; the passive participle was iireceded

by the prefix (le-

((i.) I'lffonal terminations played a nmch more imifortant
part in the conjuj^ation of Vfrbs than in modern Knglish
Simll and }vill had not assumed a proper auxiliary use in

denoting'' simi)!e futurity.

(7.) Prepositi<tn.s were fcdlowed by \ari(»us cases.

()l,D KnOMSII Till': TkUK PaIU^NT of AFoDKliN

Encujsii.—'I'liough Mo(h'rn Knglish is the most heter-

ogeneous of languages, though it has l(i,->t all })ower of

devehtpmeid; from witlnn, lhou,L:h it is nearly hare of

inlk'ction, it is still, both iiistorieally .iiid actually, the

litical dcseeudant and representative (d the tongue

wlii(di we have just deseriheil. All its peculiarities of

structure and idiom anj Anglo-Saxon, ^^'hateve^of

inll(
'

)n it ha:; hd't, its pronouns, conjunctions and
prej)osilio!is, h)urdil'ths of the words ^vllich are in most
i'r('([ueiit ami lanuliar une, are Anglo-Saxon. *" From
the saiuc copious fountain havt' s|)rnng wtu'ds desig-

nating the greater number of (d)j('(;ts of sense— terms

which occur most freciuently in discourse, and which
recall the most vivid conceptions : ttini, vioon^ v.arth,

iii't', 'I'll/, iiif//if ; words expri'ssive of the dearest con-

nections, the strcuigest and most jiowerful feelings of

nature, from .-iir earliest day^ : niof/irr, father, sisfcr,

brother, ii'ifc, hono\ Iicarot ; parts of the 1)ody : ej/e,

<'fn\ foffv, ionfh^ loiii'f, foot ; tlu; language id' business,

hiti/iiii/, .W////7, r/irap, trodf : ot the shop, market, ami
everyday life: Itriml, milk, /icad, /cm'fc, Jtonnf^ l/(tr<i ;

m


