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So early as the year 1 576 this noble defigii

was conceived ; lince then, it has been fre-

quently dropped j it has often been revived j

it is not yet compleated ; but was never de-

fpaired of by thofe whofe knowledge and fpirit

make them competent judges and lovers of
fuch undertakings. Frobilher only difco-

vered the main of New Britain, or Terra de
Labrador, and thofe ilraits to which he has

given his name. In 1585, John David failed

from Dartmouth, and viewed that and the

more Northerly coafts ; but he feems never to

have entered the bay.

Hudfon made three voyages on the fame
adventure, the firft in 1607, the fecond in

i6o8, and his third and laft in 1610. This
bold and judicious navigator entered the

flraits that lead into this new Mediterranean,

coafted a great part of it, and penetrated to

eighty degrees twenty-three minutes into the

heart of the frozen zone. His ardor for the dif-

covery not being abated by the difficulties he
ftruggled with in this empire of winter and

world of froft and fnow, he ftaid here until

the enfuing fpring, and prepared in the be-

ginning of 1 61 1 to purfue his difcoveries i

but his crew, who fuffered equal hardftiips

without the fame fpirit to fupport them, mu-
tinized, feized upon him and feven of thofe

who were mofl faithful to him, and com-
mitted them to the fury of the feas in an

opeiv


