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Hastings, have mndo representations in

loiters, which will bo given in the up-

penJiK to ihis report. The (^itholics

constitute at least a Hl'th of the whole po-

pulation of Upper Canada. Their loy-

alty was most g(!nerally ami uiiei]uivo-

cally exhibited at the late outbreak. Ne-
vertheless it is said they are wholly ex-

cluded from all share in the government

of the country and the patronage at its

disposal. " In Upper Canada," tsays Mr.
Manahan, " there never was one Irish

Roman Catholic an Executive or Legis-

lative Councillor; nor has one ever been

appointed to any public situation of Ciiio-

lunient and proHt in ihe colony."

The L-ish Catholics complain very

loudly and justly of the existence of Or-

angeism in this colony. They are justly

indignant that, in a ])rovince which their

loyalty and bravery have materially con-

tiibuted to save, their feelings are out-

raged by the symi)ols and processions of

this association. It is somewhat diflicuU

to understand the nature and the objects

of the rather anomalous Oi-angeism of

Upper Canada. Its members profess to

desire to uphold the Protestant religion,

but to be free from those intolerant feel-

ings towards their Catholic countrymen
which are the distinctive marks of tlie

Irish Oi-angemen. They assert, that the

main object to which the support of the

English church is subsidiary, is to moun-

tain the connection with Gi'eat Britain.

They have sworn many ignorant Catho-

lics into their body ; and at their public

dinners, aftei drinking the " j)ious, glo-

rious, and immortal memory," with all

the usual formality of abuse of the Ca-
tholics, they toast the health of the Ca-
tholic Bishop, M'Donnell. It would
seem that their great purpose has been
to introduce the machinery, I'atlier than

the tenets, of Orangeism, and the leailers

prohably hope to make use of this kind of

permanent conspiracy and illegal organi-

zation to gain political power for them-
selves. In fact, the Catholics scarcely

appear to view this institution with more
jealousy than the reformers of the prov-

ince. It is an Irish Tory institution,

having not so nmch a ix'ligious as a politi-

cal bearing. Tlu; Irish Cutholica who
have been initiated have entered chielly

IVorn its supposed national character, and
probably with as little regard to the po-

litical objects with which it is connected.

Still the oi'ganization of this i ody enables

its leaders t'j exert a powerfid inlluenco

over the populace ; and it is stated that,

at the last general election, the Tories

succeeded in carrying more than one seat

by nieans of tie organised mob thus pla-

ced ut their disposal. It is not, indeed,

at the last election ordy that the success

of the government candidates has been

aitribuled to the existence of this associ-

tion. At former elections, especially

those for the county of Leeds, it is as-

serted that the return of the Canadian
deputy-grand-master, and of the then

uttor-ney-gencral, his colleague, was pro-

cured by means of a violent and riotous

mob of Orangemen, who prevented the

voters in the opposition interest I'rom

coming up to poll. In consequence of

this and other similar outrages, the As-
sembly presented an address to Sir F.

Head, begging "that His Excellency
would be pleised to inform the house
whether the government of ths ])rovince

had taken or determined to take any ste])s

to prevent or discourage public proces-

sions of Orange societies, or to discourage

the formation and continuance of such so-

cieties." To this address the Governor
made the following reply :

— " The gov-

ernment of this province has neither ta-

ken, nor determined to take, any steps to

prevent or discourage the formation or

the continuance of such societies." It is

to be presumed that this answer proceed-

ed I'rom a disbelief of the truth of those

charges of outrage and riot which were
made the fonutlacion of the address. Uut
it can excite no sur'prise that the existence

of such an institution, offending one class

by its contemptuous hostility to their re-

ligion, and another by its violent opposi-

tion to their politics, and which had been

eanctioned by the governor, as was con-


