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host to defend the jiass, and the cavaliers were
exposed to imminent peril, until the king sent

one lumdred cavaliers to their .aid, led on by
Kodrigo Flores and Alonzo Tellez and I'"ernan

Di.ifiez.

Thus reinforced, the Master of Santiago scoured
the opposite side of the river, and with his little

army of scarce four hundred horsemen, mingled
monks and soldiers, spread dismay throughout
the country. They att.icked the town of (ielbes,

and, after a desperate combat, entered it, sword
in hand, slaying or cajituring the Moors, and
making rich booty. They m.ide repeated assaults

upon the castle of Triana, and had bloody com-
bats with its garrison, but could not take the

place. This h.inly band of cavaliers had jiitched

their tents and formed their little camp on the

banks of the river, below the castle of Aznal
Farache. This fortress was situated on an emi-
nence above the river, and its massive ruins, re-

maining at the present day, attest its formidable

strength.

When the Moors from the castle towers looked
clown upon this little camp of Christian cavaliers,

and saw them sallying fnith and careering about

the country, and retiiniiiig in the evenings with

cavalcades of sheep and cattle, and mules laden

with siKiil, and long trains of cajitives, they were
exceedingly wioth, and they kept a watch upni
thein, and sallied forth e\ery day to fight with

them, and to intercept str.igglers from their camp,
and to carry off their horses. Then Uie cava-

liers concerted togLtlier, and they lay in ambush
one day in the road Ijy which the .Moors were
accustomed to sally forth, and when the Moors
bad jiartly ])assed their ambush, they rushed

forth and fell ujion them, and killed and captureil

above three hundred, and inirsued the remainder
to the \ ery gates of the c.istle. I'rom that time

the Moors were so disheartened that they maile

no further sallies.

Sliortly after, the Master of S.mtiago receiving

secret intelligence that.i Moorish sea-captain li.id

passed from Se\ ille to Triana, on his way to siu-

cor the castle of Aznal I'arache, placed himself,

with a number of chosen cavaliers, in ambuscade
at a pass by which the Moors were expected to

come. After waiting a long time, their scou'

;

brought word '.hat the Moois had taken another

road, and werj iie.uly at the foot of the hill ( n

whicli stood the castle. " Cavaliers," cried tl."

master, "it is net too hUe ; let us first use our

spurs and then our weapons, and if our steeds

prove good, the day will yet lie ours." So say-

ing, he pu' spurs to his horse, and the rest fol-

lowing his example, they soon came in sight of

the Moors. The latter, seeing the Christians

coming after them full speed, urged their horses

up the hill toward the castle, but ihc Christians

overtook them and slew seven of those in the

rear. In the skirmish, C.arci Perez struck the

Moorish captain from his horse with a blow of

his lance. The Christians rushed forward to

take him prisoner. On seeing this, the Moors
turned b.ack, threw themselves between their com-
mander and his assailants, and kept the latter in

check while he was con\eyed into the castle.

Several of hem fell covered with wounds ; the

residue, seeing thtir chieftain safe, turned their

reins and galloped for the castle, just entering

in time to have the gates closed upon their pur-

suers.

Time and space permit not to recount t'''"

many oth<'r valorous deeds of Don I'elayo Cor-

rea, the good Master of Santiago, and his band

of cavaliers and monks. His little ramp became
a terror to the neighborhood, and checked the

sallies of the Moorish mountaineers from the

Sierra Morena. In one of his enter|)rises he

gained a signal advantage o\er thr foe, but the

approach of night ti-reatened to defraud him of

his victory. Then tne jiioiis w.irrior lifted up
his voice and s.ipplieated the X'irgin .Mary in

those celebrated words :
" S.inta Maria deten tii

dia" (Holy Mary, detain thy d.iy), for it was one

of the days consecrated to the X'irgin. The
blessed \'irgin listened to the ,irayer of her

valiant votary ; the daylight continued in a su-

])ernatural manner, until the \ ictory of the good
M.ister of .Santiago was completed. In honor
of this signal favor, he afterward erected a tem-

l>!c to the X'irgin by the name of Xuestra Seilora

(le Tentudia.*
If any one should doubt \h\:: iiiirncle, wrought

in f.ivor of this jiious warrior and his sol liers of

the cowl, it may be sufficient to relate another,

which immediately succeede(l, and which shows
how peculiarly he was under the f.ivor of Hea-
ven. After the battle was over, his followers

were ready to faint with thirst, and cfutld find no
stream or fountain ; and when the good master

s.iw the distress of his soldiers, his heart was
touched with compassion, and, bethinking himself

of the liiiraclc performed by .Moses, in an impulse
of holy -.'eal and confidenct.', and in the name of

the blessed \'irgin, he struck the dry and barren

rock with his lance, and iiist.intly there gushed
forth a fountain of water, at which all his Chris-

tian soldiery dr.mk and were refreshed. t Su
much at present for the good M.ister jf Santiago,

Dun i'elayo Correa,

CIIAI'TF.R XV.

KINf. IT.KN.VNno CHANfil.S lilS CAM I'.—CAU; !

)'r,Ui:Z AM) III!. Si.Vl-.N .Moulds.

Kino FrUNANno the Saint f-.o^^n found l.ir.

encampment on the banks of the (iuadahpiivir

too much exposed to the sudden s.illies .ind insult ;

<>f the .Moors. As the land w.is level, they easily

scoured the fields, carried off horses ;iad stragglers

from the eamp, and kept it in 'dutinual alarm,

lie drew off, therefore, to a securer place, called

Tablada, Mie same where at present is situatetl

the hermitage of Nuestra Sef.ora de el Halme.
Here he had a profound ditch digged all around
the camp, to shut up the passes from the .Moorish

cavalry. He a])pointed patrols of horsemen also,

completely armed, who continually made the

rounds of tiii_ camj), in suecessiw bands, at all

hours of the day and night t In a little while his

army was increased by the :irri\n! of troojis front

all [larts—nobles, civaiiers, and rich men, with

their retainers—nor were tlnre wanting holy

prelates, who assumed the warrior, and brought

large squadrons of well-armed vassals to the

army. Klerchantf and artificers ni)w daily ar-

rived, and wandering minstrels, and people of all

sorts, and the can^p appeared like a warlike city,

where rich and sumptuo •..> inerdiandise was
mingled with the splendor of arms ; and the

* Zuniga : Annales de .Scvilla, L. i,

f Jcicol) Paraiics: Lib. ile los Mautrns de St. lago.

Cronica Gitica, T. 3, g xiii. Zuiiig i ; Annales ilc Se*

vill.i.

^ Cronica Gotica, T. 3, | viii,


