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ON rOLlTIOAL SOII'INCK.

(dfspilc (lie old saying tliiil lii^uros oim be inado to provo iiiijtliiiig) is iuviiliiiihli' in tlu!

(oiisidrriilioii (>r <|ui'Htiniis like tliosc I liiivc cursorily mcntioufd. It is only lu'ccssary to

sludy the pagcK of tho works c I' u niiiu liki' Mr. MulhiiU, tho ciiiinont English statist tiud

cconoinisl, lo sue how important and nselul is a scicntifir niothod ol' handling figures

and drawing from them sound deduetions as to a, nation's prosperity or deeliiie.

While it is to J'lnu'land that \vi^ naturally look I'or those lessons and examples of

statesmanship and political sagacity, which may assist us in laying broad and deep th(^

I'oundations ol' our political organizalion and social sysiem, tlie student of Political Sciouou

cannot fail at the same lime to draw much valual)le instruction from a close anc". constant

study of the institutions, national, state, and municipal, of our American neighbors,

They, like ourselves haA'e borrowed largely from the parent stale, to which we both owe
o\ir oriu'in, in organizing tlicir system of govcrnun'nt, and it is the common law of Eng-

land, we all know, tint lies at the basis of th"ir sysiem of jurisiuaidence. • Some among

us have a ])ractice of depreciating American institutions, thinking that this is the best, as

it is certainly sometimes the easiest, way of sliowing the superiority of our own politi-

tical and social conditions ; bixt after an iionest and assiduous study of the political

systems of both countries, I must fairly ome to the conclusion that each of us may learn

sonietliiug from liie other, and that there is u great deal to admire in the saga.'ity, the

business-like methods, and tin.' tiiorouuh organization of many of the institutions of our

neighbors.

if wc should study tborouuhly tin' comprehensive and thoughtful work on the

American Commonwealth by Prof. Hryce, oui' of those men who do honour to tlie

great seat of learning on the banks of the Isi;;, we shall see that this parli(;ular study is

fill! of encouragement and warning to u.s at one and the same time ; but 'its chief value,"

to ([Hole his exact Avords, and aj^ply them In ourselves raiher than to England, "lies in

wliat may be called the laws of political biology whii'h it r(;v<'als, in thenew illustrations

and enforcements it supplies of general truths in social and political science, truths,

some of which were i)rosented long ago by Plato and Aristotle, Ijnt which might have

))een Ibrgotten had not Annn'ica poured a stream of light upon ineni,"

As I have just said, both Canada and the United States '\a. truce all the valuable insti-

tutions they possess to England. Their h'gi.slative bodies have been modelled on the grout

parliament of the parent state. The many dill'erences that now exist between the govern-

nu'ut of Canada and that of the United States have arisen from the difterencos in the poli-

tical circumstances and varying conditiouf: of llie t'vo countries. The United States for

more than a century and a iialf had Ijeen colonies of England, enjoying a system of legal

and political institutions, which was their natural heritage as Englishmen. "When their

independence was acknowledged and it became necessary to mature a constitutiru adapted

to the uew^ state of things, they proceeded to frame a government, which throughout

shows that they still considered the English government superior inessential respects to

all other governments in the w^orld. In the division of legislative, judicial and executive

departments \\ hich they made, they showed their desire to adhere to those important

principles which evoked the admiration of Montesquieu. The president Vvus still the

king of England, though he was dejjrived of powers which the Americans considered

fatal to their liberty. He was given the right of veto over legislative acts and of ap-

pointing his own cabinet. But the council was not made responsible to or given seats
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