
separate entrance apart from that used by the public and

situated in the rear of the building.

The mortuary should communicate directly with the

post-mortciu room. The jury could view the body, if

necessary, in the mortuary.

2. Room for Autopsies.—The autopsies should be per-

formed in a large, well-ventilated room lighted partly from

above. This should be furnished with a suitable dissect-

ing table and instruments, weights and measures. Hot

and cold water should be provided and there should also

be a good artificial light, in caSe examinations have to be

made at night.

It is very essential that accommodation should be pro-

vided for physicians, medical students, law students and

other persons interested in medico-legal investigations, so

that they may have the benefit of seeing autopsies per-

formed. The absence of some such arrangement at present

is a serious drawback to the proper education of physicians

in medico-legal duties, the result of which is only too

apparent throughout the country.

Provision should of course be made by which, when it is

considered necessary by tiie judicial and police officials, an

autopsy may be perfectly private and only witnessed by

such persons as are officially necessary. This restriction

might seldom require to be enforced, but should be left

under the control of the coroner.

For autopsies which have to be held privately, or where

more than (me autopsy has to be held at the same time, a

smaller post-mortem room is required, connecting dii'ectly

with the mortuary and placed in a part of the building not

accessibl<3 to the public. By this means, when it is neces-

sary to order the removal of a body from a private house

in order to secure a more thorough medical examination,

the friends and relatives could be assured that the body

would not be exposed to the public view.

3. Laboratory.—In connection with the autopsies micro-

scopical examination is often necessary before an opinion


