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of May and November ; and during those
periods of the year it was quite possible,
with almost equal facility, to have trans-
ported them from the sea-board to the
North-West, by utilizing the waters of Lake
Superior, and thus avoiding, for the pre-
sent at all events, the construction of the
most expensive part of the railway, so far
as length is concerned—that part between
Port Arthur and Algoma Mills. I think,
myself, that if speed in the construction is
to be attended with very great cost, it isa
very doubtful policy ; however, it is pre-
mature te pronounce any opinions upon
what the Government proposes, as they did
not on the present occasion take Parliament
into their confidence, and say what they
think are the best means of preventing that
delay.

We are glad to hear, no doubt, that the
Intercolonial Railway had, in connection
with other railroads, during the past year,
received an increase to its traffic. 'We are
told, also, as a matter of glorification, that
the surplus exceeds that of any previous
year, and are, as a consequence, led to
assume that we ought to be extremely
thankful to the Government for giving us
that surplus. Now, I have always under-
stood that it was not considered the very
best statesmanship to be accumulating sur-
pluses. This surplus simply means so
much taken out of the pockets of the peo-
ple, it means additional taxes for the peo-
ple, it means raids upon the accumulated
amounts in the treasury,—demands for
public works which are represented as
being in the public interest, but which we
afterwards find had very much better been
left alone. Inthe United States they have
had surpluses, and it is one of the import-
ant enquiries at the present moment how
to reduce that surplus, how to bring it
down to the actual expenditure of the
country. It is not considered wise or
prudent statesmanship to have a surplus,
more particularly one acquired as ours has
been—by imposing a high tariff upon the
people. One can easily measure what it
is by taking the taxes that have been paid"
in the last thr.e years; and comparing
them with what was received in the three
preceding years, which amgpnts to a very
considerable sum. The im{pgts increased,
butthe taxes increased even ma greater pro-
portion ; the duties in many instances—
especially the duties of Customs—doubled,



