
March 24,1994COMMONS DEBATES2744

Business of the House

after listening to the hon. member’s question, it is very clear that 
it continues to be business as usual for the Reform Party.

want to assure the hon. member that this petition will be getting 
full attention and consideration from the Minister of Justice.

The Speaker: Well, this has been a lively day.

MAGAZINE INDUSTRY

[Translation]Mr. Simon de Jong (Regina—Qu’Appelle): Mr. Speaker, 
my question is directed to the Minister of Canadian Heritage.

Earlier today the task force on the Canadian magazine indus­
try released its report and recommended that those foreign 
magazines already operating split runs should.be exempted from 
the proposed excise tax.

This would mean that Sports Illustrated which knowingly 
broke Canadian regulations last year would be rewarded with a 
permanent exemption from the law.

Will the minister rise in his place today and announce that his 
government will totally reject this recommendation of the task 
force?

Hon. Michel Dupuy (Minister of Canadian Heritage): Mr.
Speaker, I have indeed received the report and I have read it 
carefully. It is not my habit to declare policy without consulting 
the people concerned, the interests of Canadians concerned and 
my colleagues. As early as possible I will come forward with a 
policy before cabinet and before this House.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

Mr. Michel Gauthier (Roberval): Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to ask the Leader of the Government the usual question about the 
business of the House.

[English]

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House 
of Commons and Solicitor General of Canada): Mr. Speaker, 
today the House will conclude the second reading stage of Bill 
C-18. Tomorrow we will commence debate on Bill C-17, the 
budget implementation bill. If this is not concluded tomorrow 
we will resume debate on this bill after the Easter adjournment 
on April 11.

After Bill C-17 is given second reading, we will call legisla­
tion as follows: report stage and third reading of Bill C-9 
regarding economic affairs, Bill C-4 respecting the NAFTA side 
deals, and Bill C-2 regarding Revenue Canada.

We would then turn to the second reading debates on Bill C-7 
regarding the control of certain substances and C-ll respecting 
tobacco.

If Bill C-18 were to be reported from the standing committee 
before we have completed this list, we would of course return to 
its consideration at the report stage and third reading. This 
would then put us in a position to proceed with the government’s 
motion to ask the procedure committee to prepare a bill addres­
sing issues connected with the redistribution process.

Finally, it is our intention to devote a day soon after our return 
to a general debate on agriculture. Depending on the progress of 
legislation, that debate could be held late in the first week we are 
back or, failing that, during the first week of May.

Mr. Elwin Hermanson (Kindersley—Lloydminster): Mr. 
Speaker, I would just like to clarify if the government House 
leader could indicate when the report stage for Bill C-18 might 
be expected since he mentioned it in his report.

Mr. Gray: Mr. Speaker, this would depend on the pace of 
work of the Standing Committee on Procedure which will 
receive Bill C-18 after this House votes second reading later 
today. Under the rules, I do not think that report stage could 
begin until after we return from the Easter break. Certainly we 
would want to call report stage and then third reading of C-18 as 
soon as possible after the bill is reported back to the House from 
the standing committee.
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GUN CONTROL

Hon. Warren Allmand (Notre-Dame-de-Grâce): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Justice.

Earlier today I presented a petition to Parliament with 
200,000 signatures asking that handguns be banned for private 
use. This petition was initiated by Concordia University where 
in 1992 four professors were murdered by an individual who 
easily acquired three handguns.

Since handguns are not used for hunting and have no other 
legitimate use for ordinary citizens, would the minister give 
serious consideration to the demands made in these petitions: 
“Where guns are less available there is less crime with guns”?

Mr. Russell MacLellan (Parliamentary Secretary to Min­
ister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada): Mr. Speak­
er, I know that all members of the House were, as I was, 
saddened by this senseless tragedy at Concordia University. I 
know all members of the House would want to join with the 
Minister of Justice and myself in offering our deepest sympathy 
to the families of the victims.

I would like to say that petitions are the voices of Canadians 
and, as such, should all be given attention and consideration. I


