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to stop it. Bill C-295 deals with this problem and spells out 
some very—

• (1830)

I commend the member opposite for his initiative. However, I 
do believe it is covered under the powers of the constitutional 
customs which we have developed and which have been very 
much evident in the past few months by the experience of the 
debate and the lessons we have learned in Bosnia.
[Translation]

The Deputy Speaker: The time provided for the consider
ation of Private Members’ Business has now expired. Pursuant 
to Standing Order 93, the order is dropped to the bottom of the 
order of precedence on the Order Paper.

The Deputy Speaker: Order. I am sorry, the hon. member’s 
time has expired.

The hon. member for Vancouver Quadra.

Mr. Ted McWhinney (Vancouver Quadra, Lib.): Mr. 
Speaker, the hon. member for Fraser Valley East has brought 
forward legislation in the area of what under our constitutional 
system is left to good judgment and good sense. It takes us a step 
toward the American constitution, constitutionalizing these 
areas of discretionary judgment. Yet of course the experience 
with the American constitution is that when it comes to issues 
like the Vietnam War it does not prevent the United States 
sliding into that, in spite of the constitutional provisions.

Reference has been made to eastern European experience. I 
was interested myself in the Russian constitution and the careful 
separation of powers now provided and the control by parlia
ment over the military. Of course in Russia the newly written 
constitution has not stopped it from being embroiled in the 
conflict in the Caucasus.
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FIREARMS ACT
The House resumed consideration of the motion that Bill 

C-68, an act respecting firearms and other weapons, be read the 
third time and passed; and of the amendment.

The Deputy Speaker: Pursuant to the order adopted earlier 
today, it is my duty to put forthwith every question necessary to 
dispose of third reading of Bill C-68, an Act respecting firearms 
and other weapons.

The question is on the amendment. Is it the pleasure of the 
House to adopt the amendment?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.
The Deputy Speaker: All those in favour will please say yea.
Some hon. members: Yea.
The Deputy Speaker: All those opposed will please say nay.
Some hon. members: Nay.
The Deputy Speaker: In my opinion the nays have it.
And more than five members having risen:
The Deputy Speaker: Call in the members.
(The House divided on the amendment, which was negatived 

on the following division:)

It is a mistake to imagine that legislation can cover these 
issues of prerogative power. In those constitutions that have 
done it, alternative glosses are simply developed.

I thought we had a valuable debate here in the last few months. 
I do remember the undertaking given on the government side to 
consult with Parliament. When I went to the committee on 
defence this afternoon I had the privilege of sitting in and 
speaking there. I was reminded of our extraordinary good sense 
and that we have profited by experience. The failure in Somalia 
was a failure of judgment by the previous government. It did not 
study the geography; it did not study the military logistical base 
for support, and it paid the error of that misjudgment.

These are matters about which I think we can say that we in 
Canada are better informed today. I think several successive 
debates in this House have brought an understanding on both 
sides that it is something to go into seriously, that we understand 
the limits of peacekeeping, that we will not creep into peace
making type political actions under the guise that it is classical 
peacekeeping as Canada has conceived and that where we send 
our people in we will make sure their mission is adjusted to the 
realities of the military logistical support we can provide.

(Division No. 276)

YEAS
Members

Ablonczy
Axworthy (Saskatoon—Clark’s Crossing) 
Blaikie
Breitkreuz (Yorkton—Melville)
Cummins
Duncan

Gilmour
Grey (Beaver River)
Hanger

What I am saying is I basically believe the system as it now 
exists will involve a proper and full consultation with Parlia
ment from now on. We are anxious for advice. We are all 
committed to no more Somalias but to continuing in the Pearson 
tradition where we can be useful. Somebody cited Cyprus. We 
can be proud of Cyprus. We have kept the peace there and that is 
the model we will all be following in the future.
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