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mained as set foi-th by the Prime Minister
in the assemblv in September, 1936. As has
been indicated, no one in the recent discuis-
sion at Gencx-a ventured to hold that the
sanctions articles, were now in force. It would
haive taken considerable hardihood to makae
suchi a contention in vicw of the absolute re-
fusai of league mnembers, great and small, to
invoke sanctions in the present confliet be-
twren Japan and China.

In fact, the present situation as to the inter-
pratation of the sanctions articles was well
summced up by the reprasentative of Belgium
in the committee of twenty-eight:

To-day is a grave confliet, the anxiety is
to avoi(l proca(lures that mnight leaci to the
application of article 16, because accourt is
taken of tlie obstacles that would ba met withi
in its application.

At the samie time, the possibility must be
taken into accounit, that, in the phrase of
another speaker. the article may ho re-
surreeted, or, as iii lias hecn put elsewhore,
max' ho taken out of cold storage w-hon it
suits the interests of sorne of the members
that now completcl\Y ignorc its existence.

To avoid any po.ssihility of ambiguity or
misunderstanding, it is therefore lesirable to
repeat that the position indicated in the
assemhly of 1936 and in this house earlier in
the sarne year reinin the position of the
Canadian goveroment. We recognize the
honesty and the idealisma of those who caîl
for a uniî-ersal and automotic application of
sanctions. \Ve do not consider that it would
make for honesty or decency or good will
amongl nations to attempt an in and ont inter-
pretation of the covenant, based on the varying
interests of some of the members of the
longue. So fac as the Canadian goveroment
is coneerned. the sanctions articles have ceased
to have effect 'by general practice and con-
sent, and cannot ho revived by any state or
group of stites at will.

Now may 1 pa-,s to the question of our
relationship tu the foreign policy of other
members of the British commonwealth of
nations, and particularly the U'nited Kingdom.
Tho task of the 'United Kingdom in the field
of foceigon affairs lias been an axtraordinarily
difficult one of late years. Its own position
has heen modîfied by shifts in the balance
of power throug-hout the worid and the in-
vention of weapons of war which have anded
its own insuiîcity, and introducad new factors
into the Mediterranean ares. As one of the
great powers, it lias had to consider not only
its own protection. btît the maintenance of
peace throughiout the îvorld and particularly
on the continent of Europe. Thora may ho
differences of opinion as to the wisdom of
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some of the policies adopted to secura thasa
ends i0 the twanty yeacs since the war, but
I think thora cao ho littla question of the
unremitting cara and anxiety which thosa
responsibie for the foreign policy of Britain
have devoted to thair task, or of thair strong
and determined effort to astablish peaca and
maintain respect for solemn pledg-es and the
principies of law.

No course of action adoptad by the Unitad
Kingdom in foreig-n affairs cao fail to have
ropereussions, great or smail, upon Canada
and the other members of the commonwealth
of nations. The prohlema of adjustmant this
fact presents is une of the most difficuit and
complicated that faces Canada and other parts
of the commonw'eaith as w-ail. A number of
courses have heen urged or practised. It
may ha helpful to raview the.se hriefly. 1
believe that aIl of themn have bcen mentionad
in this bouse i0 the course of discussions on
defence matters and other questions. Thay
haive been mentioned by oe or another mena-
her w-ho has heen prcparcd to support the
point uf view hie urged.

Ono attitude that has becn proposecl is to
say that we w-ill accept any poliey adopted
hy the British gui ernmant of the day, and giva
it our support, regardless of olîr own views and
interests, and regardlass of cunsequenees.

It is only nececsary to speli out the impli-
cations of this i iew to malça it clear that
ex an its expunents would he.sitate to adopt
it in ail cases. The goal of United Kingdomn
poiicy may romain the same, but the paths
hy whicli that goal is sought vary wideiy.
The vieîv îhich I have mentioned wuuld
ioh o being prepared to foliow ex ery varia-

tion in the trend of British pulicy due to
changing situations on the continent, chang-
îng îîarty fortunes or changing ideas of
national adi antage. It would m;ean une year
foilow-ingý a Conservative gui erument, next
yoar a Labour guvernment; une year laaning
tuward collectiv e sacurity, nexc yaar perhaps
toward isolation.

A second course wouuid ho to say that we
will accept the policy of Great Britain whan-
avec she acts thruughi the leagua and in
accurdanco with the covenant.

It ias held in some quartars some yaars
ago that the fact that ail parts of the
cummonîvealth were members of the beagua
and that Great Britain wouid not go to
ivar exeept under a leagua decision and in
accordance w-ith a covenant binding ail parts
aqualiy and automaticaliy, had convaniently
and permanently soiîed the question of intra-
commonwealth îîar relations. Experiance has
shown that nu such automatic solution is


