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Mr. POWER: The Last Post fund will pay
a mnaximum of $50 for the funeral and a maxi-
mumi of e,25 for the grave ta provide a
respectable sepuichre for indigent veterans,
that is, veterans who cannot be buried otber-
wise. As tbe bon. gentleman knows, the de-
partment looks~ after tbe funera! expenses of
indigents who die in departmental hospitals,
and this fund bas ta do witb ex-soldiers who
are indigent and who dia outside of the
hospitals.

Mr. MacNICOL: Could the minister give
us the number of tbose to wbom tbis assist-
ance had ta be given during the past year?

Mr. POWER: I bave not the figures for
1935 but I bave tbem for the fiscal year
1934-35, wben tbey totalled 606.

Mr. MacNICOL: Just one otber question
in regard ta this item. Cbristie Street bos-
pital, Toronto. was in my riding, tbougb it
is not in it now. The cemetery largely used
is the soldicrs' plot in Prospect cematery.
I was just wondering wvbat means tbe goverfi-
ment uses in direeting from wbom tbe caskets
shall be purchased, or docs the government
mako any direction in tbat regard? If sa,
wbat is tbe standard of tbe caskets used for
the bodies of those wbose families bave ta
obtain this relief?

Mr. PýOWER: When soldiers wbo bave no
other rasourcas dia in departmental bospitals
the dapartment looks after their burial. The
chioice of the casket and of tbe undertaker is
left ta the relatives of the saldiar. A certain
amount of money is provided, I think $75, ta
look after the expenses of the funeral.

Mr. MacNICOL: Do I understand that il
a soldier dies at tbe bospital bis relatives are
permitted to send for thair own undertakar?
My information is ta the contrary,' that the
undertaker is selected by the department.

1Mr. POWER: My information is ta the
affect thiat the relatives of the soldier are
allowed ta choase the undertaker. Parhaps
my lion, friand will remember tlîat in 1932
oi 1933 General Ross, the then member for
Kingston, discussed this question at great
lengtlî. I think at that time the ministar,
Hon. Murray MlacLaren, laid down tbe
rides w~hicli were to be followed. I bava not
those ridîes befora me. but my recollection
is tbat the relatives of the deceased soldier
w'ere pcrmnitted ta ehoose ilicir own under-
taker and that tbe dapartinant simply fur-
nished an amount of S75. Perbaps my hon.
friend wilt remamber that Gancral Rosa
objected to the practica whicb hiad existed up
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to that timc of calling for tenders from
undertakers. I think bis resolution wvas along
that line.

Mr. MacNICOL: I arn very glad ta hear
that it is the practice af the department at
the present time to permit the relatives to
select thieir own undertaker.

Mr. BROOKS: I sbould like ta ask as to,
the tima within wbich an appl-ication must
be made after tbe deatb occurs, in order to,
taka advantage of this fund. I recaîl that a
fewv years ago the application had ta made
a]most immadiately, and if that wvas not
donc no benafit was obtained. I was wonder-
ing wbatber or flot that regulation bas been
changcd, because it has worked a great hard-
ship on many people who were flot aware of
the existence of tbe Last Post fund, and by
the time they obtained t.be informration it
wvas too late ta take ad'vantage of it.

Mr. POWER: 0f course my hon. f riend
will understand that this fund does not
operate under the contrai or jurisdiction of
the department; it is a voluntary organiza-
tion. There are local committees set up in
different towns and districts, having their
own regulations govcrning applications. I
should say that in the normal course of events
an application for assistance from tbjs fund
must be made immediate]y. I speak euhlect
ta correction, but I am under the impression
that it doas not very often happen that a
refund is made ta the relatives after the
funeral bas taken place. I sbould not think
that would be the case, because it must be
rememberad that tbis is a fund for persans
wbo die indigent.

Mr. BROOKS: That is exactly the point.
Evaryone wbo dies bas ta be buried. Wbether
the friends or relatives of a deceased soldier
bave funds or not. ha is buried, but it is too
late tben ta take advantage of tbis fund. I
knaw of a number of cases in my owvn prov-
ince. As the government is making a con-
tribution ta this Last Post fund, thera should
be a reg-ulation allowing persanis ta take ad-
vantage of it even after the burial. I tbink
the ragulation is too strict.

Mr. POWER: I shaîl ha very glad ta
provide my bion. friend witb a copy of the
regulation.

Mr. BROOKS: I bave seen tbe oId regu-
lation.

Mr. POWER: I am informed that there
bave been some changes; I will provide my
bion. friend witb a copy.

Mr. WOOD: I represent a constituency
in which there are some five tbousand Indians.


