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ity, a stately bearing, a most gracious
manner and rare charm of disposition. He
had high intellectual culture and much
personal kindliness of heart. The combina-
tion made him a great gentleman, whose
distinction and individuality wrought an in-
delible impression upon all with whom he
was brought in comtact. While concilia-
tory and always a believer in persuasion
rather than in compulsion he had a firm
will and strong tenacity of his settled
views, opinions and policies. This gave
him strength which always of itself attracts.
He had in marked degree that mystic qual-
ity, that innate attribute called personal
magnetism or personality which is really
the totclity of excellences, physical, mental
and moral, in its fortunate possessor.

His power of command over men was
great. He was a natural leader because of
his ascendency in the realm of intellect and
of will. When all we can say has been said,
there still remains an indefinable, elusive
and baffling something which we cannot ex-
press, but which gave him an amazing
power in attracting and retaining the affec-
tion and devotion of his followers and ad-
herents. It was this which caused him to
be likened in the minds of many to Sir
John A. Macdonald, who had the samne
notable faculty in supreme degree.

A further and great source of his power
lay in his extraordinary gifts as an orator.
As a speaker either in the House or on the
public platform he took the highest rank.
His oratorical achievements were greatly
promoted and enforced by his individual
characteristics and qualities, for it is an
undoubted fact that much of the success
of speech depends upon personality.

His style was simple, direct, lucid. It
had been modelled upon the best examples
of English prose, and had been fashioned
and moulded by his study of the classics,
which is the best school for literary form.
Some of his speeches in this House were
notable illustrations of the supreme art of
the orator. Those upon the death of Sir
John A. Macdonald, the Rt. Hon. Mr.
Gladstone and Her Majesty Queen Vie-
toria are among the finest in the history of
panegyrical literature.

In the House, 'where he was a most
assiduous attendant and an eager listener,
he was always courteous and considerate
of the views of opponents and was by them
all personally liked and respected.

Such, in most imperfect outline, was Sir
Wilfrid Laurier and the principles and
ideals for which he stood. He was idolized
among the French Canadian portion of our
population as their great exemplar and

representative on the floor of Parliament
and as Prime Minister of Canada for so
long a period. They were naturally and
justly proud of his high intellectual quali-
ties and the force and strength of his char-
acter, his political sagacity and his success
as a statesman. But apart from those
of his own race he had devoted followers
and admirers without number throughout
the other provinces of Canada. His pri-
vate life was simple and blameless, and he
leaves behind him a career unsullied by
self-seeking or love of gain. To state that
he had defects, that he made mistakes at
times, is only to say that he was human
and what he himself would be the first to
admit and acknowledge.

We mourn his loss. We feel that a great
gap has been created in this House, that a
powerful link with the past has been
snapped and broken beyond repair. The
spirit of the age has altered since the days
when Sir Wilfrid Laurier was in his politi-
cal prime. Times change and men change
with them—in appearance, manner, meth-
ods, characteristics.

We desire to express our most heartfelt
sympathy to that most worthy helpmate,
the light of whose life has gone out in the
loss of him who was for more than fifty
years of happy wedded life her constant
comrade as' well as husband, counseller
and protector. We pray that she may be
granted strength to bear the heavy be-
reavement which has come upon her.

As for our dead friend and fellow mem-
ber, he has joined the great majority, the
unnumbered shadowy hosts of the dead.
We shall see his face and hear his voice
in these halls no more. He has left these
scenes and these voices, and it will be in-
deed long before we shall look upon his
like again. :

His life was gentle; and the elements so
mixed in him that nature might stand up and
say to all the world: This was a man.

Mr. D. D. McKENZIE (North Cape
Breton): Mr. ‘Speaker, the task that falls
to my lot on this occasion is a very serious
one and one that T fully realize my personal
inability to fulfil as it ought to be fulfilled
and discharged. Speaking for the moment
on behalf of the gentlemen who sit on this
side of the House, and speaking, as I be-
lieve, for the late Right Honourable Sir
Wilfrid Laurier’s personal friends and ad-
mirers throughout this Canada of ours, I
wish in the first place, if I may be per-
mitted, most sincerely to thank the Acting
Prime Minister of Canada (Sir Thomas
White) for the magnificent tribute which

\



