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Mr. FOSTER. I hope my hon. friend will and it is mentioned in the contract which
not think I am iterrupting him, for this 1 am now submitting to the House.
matter is, by lis own admission, one of We have, as I have said. coueluded that
very great moment. As those four routes 1 the railway must be built; we have cou-
were thrown aside by the Goverument be- eluded that it must be built this season;
cause of that consideration, has the Gov- we have coucluded that the proper site
ernment taken the precaution of getting an for the railway under all the cireumstances
authoritative statement from the lawv offi is from Telegraph Creek or from Stikine
cer of the Crown on that point ? River to Teslin Lake. With those preli-

The MINISTER 0F RAILW AYS AND minary conclusidas arrived at, I will now
CANALS. I have not. Mr. Speaker, obtain- direct the attention of the House to the con-
ed any opinion from the law officer of the tract itself. The Goverument knew, or at
Crown on that subject. all events we thought we knew, what was

wanted in this direction. Then came the
Mr. FOSTER. Or has my hon. friend, or question as to how we could get what we

any memnber of the Government. got from wanted, and upon what terms could we get
the United Stites Goveriment their con- what we wanted. Some people have said:
teution and claim as to what would be You ought to have advertised for tenders
their rights under suen circumstances ? and asked contractors for what price they

would build it. We had not time ; if
The MINISTER OF RAILWAYS AND would not be possible to do so under any

CANALS. I cannot inform the hon. gen- circumstanees. It was not possible witlhin
tleman what information any other menber the short time of ten days or a fortniglit,
of the Government nay have received uponù whileh was about the limit of time we had
this subject. I am stating the case as it available, to issue advertisements and re-
appears from my own knowledge and my celve tenders,; It would take about that
own information with regard to it. length of time to get out the advertiseiuents

The situation, then, Is this vessels! alone. much less to receive offers and con-
laden with freight for Telegrapli Creek i sier tieai as mauy people offer, ignorant
and the Yukon country may come to of the difficulties surrounding the situation
Fort Wrangell and many unship. If for the and without knowing the character of the
time being It may be necessary to go through undertaklng, would have offered to enter
some formality with the Ugnited States
customs authorities, the difficulty would belundertaking in whlch you would ad-
very slight and far less onerous than else- vertise for tenders. We bave neyer doue
where, the expense would be exceeding- so, it was fot doue by our predecessors,
ly trifilng and the other conditions would and 1 presunie it will neyer be doue by
be very much more favourable than1any Goverument The reports and lu-
could possibly exist If they had to travel i formation which those officers to whom
over a long stretch of forelgn country, ln- 1 have referred furuished us, were
volving the attendance and payment of j tothe effeet that a railway by the Teslin
the United States officers, as we have been Lake route could be bult and got into run-
doing for some months past In connection lng order by the Tht 0f September next, if
with other routes. The Stikine route was we aeted with promptness and expedîtion. If
decided on by the Government largely be- bon. gentlemen agree in the conclusions at
cause it afforded the nearest approach to whleh 1 arrived. that it was our duty to
au all-Canadian route that was possible act. to build this une, that theproper route
under the circumstances; and it becomes; under the clrcumstances bas been selected,
possible, or will become possible. If In the and tlat railway communication is indis-
future there should be found to be any diffi- pensable lu vlew of the conditions existing
culty whatever in the way of the use of orlizely to exist lu that country. the fur-
the Stikine River or the approach to it, as ther conclusion is irresistible that we
suggested by hon. gentlemen opposite-for Ilould «jeatonc. w t lu ent'S de
the Government to have a railway connected lay. If the p
with the rallway known as the Stikine and strongly as we do the imperative duty rest-
Teslin Lake Une, extending from TelegraphIug on the Government, they would thlnk
Creek south, and there brought to an ocean that we were maklng a laughlug stock of
point which la purely and exclusively In ourselves by inviting tenders for this con-
Canadian territory, and thus guarantee Us tract That Is the view I take in respect to
for all time against any possible contingency this measure, and that Is the view of the
as regards our Canadian lne. Goverument In decldlng to

«Nir CHRLTN. hat oul bethesituation at once. and trust to the good sense
Mr. CHARLTON. What would be theOPariament and thecoutry to say that

dwer uld take no other than te course we

The MINISTER OF RAIL WAYS AND adopted. Some hon. members also say that
CANÂALS It would add aboot 200 miles fIt was our duty to Invite tenders on the
to the Tsl lnaw, and this in the seheme basis of a cgrant ohf a saller quantlty of
which the Goverument bas beenpromoting, lande How could we estimate the value of

inoacnrc.Ti7sntacaso
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