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Commons was ·the voting of the ne-lay. wo was Secretary of the Board o
cessary supplies. It was fnot until the tim e!Audit :t that 'lime, says that flecauditors
of Charles HI . th:-t the prarie was intro- to be nidein fact as wellas in tleory
duced by Charles Downing of dividing th e servants of the!Ilouse of ('omns ; they
subsidies granted to the Crown, and assign- ouglît to le dependent. forth(-nîcans of dis-
ing a. ert n portian of each suhsidy to a charging tlîir duties ettieflJt
particular object. And so ( 7h Crovn was re- the 110115e of Conîîîons. le pointsout that

stmined. so far as its eon4uet could b feyoniake he audit!il that regard de-
known to the H os, by the letailed esti- pendent upoîî tht' Urowu. lie neyer ean dis-
mates of the Appropriation Act. But at cliaige those iiitk'rn duties wlieli t isl-
that timie therle was ng audit of the accounts.jt'flid ltlioiilldisdIiag iieiingan

-andi fid agrant abuses and sappropritionseticietoiltrolvrtexpitursythe
were fronime to time brought to light. It<'xeCutiVe Goverument atself. But -lien that

was lot unt'il the time' or Willian Ill. and sibjeet was inder (1l5us.siO11!iie'1use
Anne that Parliament took steps at aIll to of Conînons.'-r. t p0illted out that
scoure ,an 'audit of the publie aeeounts. Wlen the Huard of Audit is intended as a board
the louise of ILanovedr camîle to tw English vic(ofaits busiess is tg)ascer-
throne, those parovisio1s of thle' hi w waîs dlis- tain whether timocys are btisely
regarded : :and lil lore than otlle oceaeionIuse. for the purpu.e of whi htlîey art'voted.

ilmider the. rule of hoth George i. and George It blLs is to sectitiith atiiracy
l. subsidies were m:de after the old fashion. l ihadnvinistrati of tue finances of ic
Lump s s wre voted-nd it was eft to tintry lit lotiitd t the
the Cro)wn. on the adv!ce of the inistrs Auditor (enral and th Cuntrollershall
tg- deeile how that mo.ney should he appro- ' d iiinally way to g<ve'iiithe l)UliC
pri-ated. In 17î0. Ir. Burke. in. his p'roposal to publie expenditure.
for econonileal reformn. also )roposed1 aI'Iheir duties fre wholly «E a legal,-aud not

emiIe for the proper audit of the pulle iii any snse, of a politicalThe
:1nd so w-e find. -at least as early i aud political side vhieh appertains

as 1785. th:1r an Audit Art was adopt.d, aud to puble exponditure, Mr. Gladstone ùb-
a onmittev, was provided, appUin-ted in theiserv''s 15 w1m13t &7nder - On rol of t

first instance by Parliamnt. but :after'waordsf (0ll1i4. of the Comînitte
by the Crown, to eXerceise a superiitenddiig of Public Aceounts, and not unde' the Audi-
control over the expenîditnre. that thcIor Geueral. He observes thât ilie auditor
(overnîmuet fromn time to tiie made. Those sMt

proceedi.ngs on the part of Parliainent were is dfor'-thé for wlieh t 1s voted,
rot intended as cheeks upon the .treasury at and that 4f is païd out froin the exehequer

aIl. They were intended to entable the treas- in-tcoédanewith the law. 31r. Macaulay,
ury to aseertn:how far tlie suhordinates of In the report to which I refer, niakes the
the Government -werq properly discharging following observation
the duties assigned to them, and how far the The whole of our experience as appropriation
money was -bei-ng applied to the purpoees, audîtors tend to satlsfy us that we ought to have
not merely to which Parliament had voted no further communication wlth the executive
it, but to whieh the Government intended departments than may be necessary for obtaining
thait t4ould be applied by their subordi- Information. Whatever tende te associate us,
nate officers. That was an audit altogether either dlrectly or indlrectly, wlth the pecunlary
different froin our modern conception of a transactions of the Goverment, cannot but tend

propr adit Itva purly n anu*ist«i-to damage the credit of the Reports ln which we
proper audit. t was urely an admnist require tsubmt those transactions t the judg-
tive audit. It was an audit wh.ich exercised ment of Pariament.
a certa4in superàntendin.g influence over the
accountants of the vatrious departments kinde of auditors, and this fact bas ln sone
rather thLn over the treasury itself.. Thbis deree sered to confuse in the minds of
system continued, with more or less coim- bHa
pleteness, down ito 1857, when further dites. ofuntios of the astr, -tbi

hanges were made, and the present systemrelation to the House omons and to the
was mnainly adopted in the year 1865. Mr.T i*.an""dunini ùà1Tive

ourh.tobeLmdeSn(fatta.wel asin teor
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