
COMMONS DEBATES.
aIl see into the future more or less. As what kind of a prophet would I
come ? Would It be a prophet who could al the time have a stick in
hie hand and threatening, a prophet of evil ? If the half-breeds have
acknowledged me as a prophet, if on the other side priests come and say
that I ar polit., if there are general ofcers, good min, come into this
box and prove that I am polite, prove that I am decent in my manners,
in combining ail together you have a decent prophet. An insane man
cannot withhold hi. insanity, if I ar insane my heartwill tell what is in
me. Lut night while I waU taking exercise the spirit who guides and
assists me and consoles me, told me that to-morrow somebody will come
't'aider,' and help me. I am consoled by that While I was recurring
to my God, to Our God, I said : But woe to me If you not help me, and
those words came to me in the morning: 'uIn the morning some one
will come t'aider, that is to-day.' I said that to my two guards and you
ean go for the two guards. I told them that if the spirit that directs me
is the spirit of truth it is to-day that I expect help. This morning the good
doctor who has care of me came to me and said : 'You will speak
to-day before the court,' I thought I would not be allowed to speak,
those words were given to me to tell me that I would have the liberty
to speak. There was one French word in it, it meant, I believe, that
there was to be some French influence lu it, but the most part English.
It is true that my good lawyers from the Province of Quebec have given
me good advice. Mr. Nolin came into the box and said that Mr. Riel
said that he heard a noise in hie bowels and that L told him that it
meant something. I wish that he had said whatI said, what I wrote on
the paper of which he speaks, perhaps lie can yet be pit in the box.
I said toNolin "Do yon hear ?I" Yes, I said there will be trouble in
the North-West and was it so or not, has there been no trouble in the
North-West? Besides Nolin knows that among bis nationality which is
mine, he knows that the half-breeds as hunters can foretell many things
perhaps some of you have a special knowleAge of it I have seen half-
breeds who say: 'My hand is sbaking, this part of my hand is shaking,
you will see such a thing to-day,' and it happens. Others will say: 'I
feel the flesh of my leg move In such a way, it is a sign of such a thing,
and it happens.' They are men who know that I speak right. If the
witness spoke of that fact with which he mentioned to show that I was
insane he did not remember that perhaps on that point he is insane
himself, because the halI-breed by the movement of bis hand, sometimes
of his shoulders, sometimes his leg, can have certain knowledge of what
will happen. To bring Sir John to my feet, it was well reported it
would appear far more reasonable than it has been made to appear. Mr.
Blake, the leader of the Opposition, ii trying to bring Sir John to hie
feet in one way. He never had as much at stake as I had, although the
Province of Ontario le great it is not as great as the North-West.

"I am glad that the Crown have proved that L am the leader of the
half-breeds in the North-West, I will perhaps be one day acknowledged
as more than a leader of the half-breeds, and if I am I will have an
opportunity et being acknowledged as a leader of good in this great
Country.

" One of the wituesses said that I intended to give Upper Canada to
the Irish, if he had no mystery he weuld have sein that U1pper Canada
could not be given to the Irish without being given to England, he
rested only upon is imagination.

" There is another thing about the partition of the lands into seven.
I do not know if I am prepared to speak of it here because it would
become public information, there ls so much at stake that if I explained
that theory Canada would not very long remain quiet."

Then, he says about the delegations:

" The half-breeds also krow that I told them that I would be punished,
that I did not ay it of my own responsibility but that I said it in the
same way se I had told them other things. It was asid to me that the
nation would be punished. Why? Because she had consented to aleve
Rome too quick. What i the meaning of that? There was a discussion
about It too quick. They said that they should do it at once. Too quick
do-e not mean too soon. If we say yes, it shows no consideration to the
man. If God wants something and if we say yes, that is not the way to
answer him; He wants the conscience to say yes : Oh my God I do thy
will; and because the half-breeds quickly separated from Rome in such
a quick manner it was disagreeable to God and they were punished, and
I told them it would happen-fifty of those who are there can prove it.
But you will say: 'You did not put yourself as a prophet' The nine-
teenth century is to be trested in certain ways, and it is probably for
that reason I have found the w-rd '1Exovedeu' L prefer to be called one
of the flock. I am no more than you are, I am imply one of the flock,
equal to the rest. If it is sny satisfaction to the doctor to know what
kind of insanity I have, if they are going to call my pretensios insanity,
I say humbly, through the grace of God L believe I am the prophet of the
new world.

" I wish you te believe that I am not trying to play insanity; there is in
the manner, in the standing of a man, the proof that he i asincere, not
playing. Ton will say 'What have you got to say?' I have to attend
to practical results. la it practical that Vo be acknowledged as a
prophet? Is it practical to say it? I think if the half-breeds have ack-
nowledged me, as a community, to be a prophet, I have reason to believe
that it is beginning to become practical. I do not wish for my satisfac-
tion the name cf prophet. Generally the title is accompanied with such
a burden, that If there is satisfaction for your vanity there is a check te
it."

Thon, the moment the verdict was given and the prisoner
was called to speak in respect of sentence, he congratulates
himuelf, and thanks the jury for having found him sane, and

says: "At least, if I were going to
not be executed as an insane man."
say:

be execated, I would
Then he goes on to

" Must not I take advantage of te situation to show that they are
right and that I am reasonable, and yesterday, when I said by repeat-
ing the evidence which las been given against me, when I said in con-
clusion that you had a decent prophet, I have just to-day the great
opportunity ofproving it is so, besides clearing me of the stain of insa-
nity, clearing my career of the stain of insanity. I think the verdict
that bas been given against 'ne is a proof that I am more than ordinary
myself, but that the circumstances and the help that ie given is more
than ordinary, are more than ordinary, and although I consider myself
only as others, yet by the will of God, by bis Providence, by the
circumstances which have surrounded me for fifteen years, I think that I
have been called to do something which at least in the North-West
nobody bas done yet, and in some way I think that to a certain number
of people the verdict against me to-day is a proof that may be I am a
prophet, may be Riel is a prophet. He suffers for it. Now, I have been
hunted as an elk for fifteen years. David bas been seventeen, I think.
I would have to be about two years stili ; if the misfortunes that I have
hlad to go through were to be as long as those of theold David, I would
have two years still, but I hope it will come sooner."

Then he proceeds to describe what he had kept concealed
in the earlier speech-the question of the lands. He says:

" The half-breeds had a million and the land grant of 1,400,000 aires
owned about 9,500,000, if.I mistake not, which iu about one-seventh of
the land of Manitoba. You will se the origin of my insanity and of
my foreign policy. One-seventh of the land was granted to the people,
to the halt-breeds of Manitoba, English and French, Protestant and
Catholic There was no distinction whatever, but in the sub-division,
in the allotnent of those lands between the half-breeds of Manitoba, it
came that they had 240 acres of land. Now, the (anadian Government
say, that we will give to the half-breeds of the North-West, 240 acres.
If I was insane I would say yes, but as I have had, thank God, all the
time, the conscientiousness that I had a certain degree of reseason, I have
made up my mind to make use of it, and to say that one-seventh of the
lands in Manitoba, as the inauguration of a principle l the North-West,
bad to bring to the alf-breeds of the North-West, at least as soon as
possible, the guarantee for the future that a seventh of the lands wili
also be given to them. And seeing and yourself understanding how it iu
difficul for a emall population as the half-breed population to have their
voice heard, I said what belongs to us cught to be ours. Our right to
the North-West is acknowledged, our co-proprietorship withthe Indians
le acknowledged, sinoe one-seventh of the lands ie given us, but we
bave not the meaus to be heard, what will we do? I said to some of my
friends: If there is no other way, we will make the people who have no
country understand that we have a country here which we bave ceded
on condition, we want the seventh of the land, and if the bargain is not
kept, it la null and void, and we have no right to retreat again, and if
we cannot have our seventh of the lands from Canada, we will ask the
people of the States, the Italians to cone and help us as immigrants, the
Irish I will count them."

" Now, it la my turn, I thank you. I count them and I will show you
if I made an insane enumeration of the parties. I say, we will invite the
Italians of the States, the Irish of the States, the Bavarians of the States,
Pole of the States, Belgians of the States, and if they come and help as
here to have the seventh, we will give them each a seventh ; and to
show that we are not fanatics, that we are not partisans, that we do not
wish only for the Catholice, but that we have a consideration for those
who are not Oatholics, I said, we will invite the Danes. We will invite
the Swedes, who are numerous in the States, and the Norwegians, to
come around and as there are Indianasand half-breeds in British Colum-
bis, and as British Columbia le a part of the immense North-West, we aid,
not only tor ourselves, but speaking for our children, we will make the

proposition that if they help us to have our seventh on the two aides of
the Rocky Mountains, they will each have a seventh and if the Jews
will help us, and on the condition that they acknowledgu Jesus Christ as
the Son of God and the only Saviour of human kind, if tiey help us with
their money, we will give them one-seventh. And I said, aiso, If the
principle of 'ving one-seventh of the lands ia good in the North-West,
if the princip e of giving one-eventh of the lands to the half-breeds in
the North-West is good, it ought to be good In the euat also, and I sald,
if it is not possible that our viewo should be heard, we will-I, as an
American citisen-I will invite the Germans of the States and I willsa:
If you ever have an opportunity of crossing the line in the euat, do it,
and help the Indians and the alf-breeds of th eut to have a revenue
iquivalent to about one-seventh. And what would be the reward of the
Germans ? The reward of the Germans would be, if they were successful,
to take a part of the country and make a new German-ldian world sone-
where in British North America. But that is the last resort, and if I had
not had a verdict of guilt against me I would have never said it. Yesterday
it was just those thtgs that I have avoided to say, when I said, I have
a reason not to mention them. And when I said, as one of the witnesses
said, that my proclamation was lu Pembina 1 I think I am right, because
of this trial. Yon see that my pretensions te that I can speak a little of
the future events: My trial las brought ont the question of the seventh,
and althouh no one uehas plained the things as I do now, stll there i
enough said about the sevenths of the lands and the division of the lands
into seventbs, seven nationalities, while it ought to have been aid
between tn nationalities, that by telegraph to-day my proclama-
tion is la Pembina truly, and the Staytes have m'y ideas. They have
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