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the traffle. Nothing is said about the tears that are shed
and the woes thatthe wife suffers in consequence of her has-
band tarrying late at the tavern and eoming home intox-,
icated. We do not hear anything about that. Yet the'
men who are ongaged in the traffie are responsible for its
effeeta, Nobody asks them te enter into the business ; they1
enter it simply because they can make 400 or 500 per cent.
on their capital, and that is why they continue it. They
never go into it with a view of promoting the interests or
developing the resoures f of the country. I hold
in my band a work written by the celebrated Wm.
B. Carpouter, the author of a prize essay on "The Use and
Abuse of Intoxicating Liquors, on Health and Disease," for
which a pr ize of 500 guineas was offored by the late Prince
Consort. It cites the testimony of Judge Wrightman, who
stated in bis address to the Grand Jury at Liverpool, in
August, 1846, that "he found, from a porusal of the
depositions, that one unfailing cause of four-fifths of these
crimes was, as it was in every other calendar, the besotting
sin of drunkenness." Judge Alderson, wWien addressing the
trand Jury in 1841, at the York Assizes, said:

I Another thing he would advert to was that a gr at prorortion of the
crimes to be brought forward for their consideration arase from the vice
of druakenness alone; indeed, if they took away from the ca!endar all
those cases with whic drunkenness has any con nection, they would make
the large caendar a very small one,"

I bave also the testi mony of Judge Erskine and others to the
saine effect. What we simply want to do is4o mitigate
these-woes which are universallyacknowledged. We think
we can best accomplish that end by keeping intact the
Scott A et; and I am free to say that if, after the Scott Act
bas a fair trial, it is shown to be ineffiuient and insufficient
to accomplish the object arrived at. then I shall ho willing
to part with the law and seek for a better one. But we do
ask for some fairness in our efforts to. put down intemper-
ance, which is likely in many cases to flood the land. It
is doing more mischief confessedly than all other crimes
and evils put together, and in the name of humanity let us
try tb best remedy th#t has been devised for the iniquity
I admit that the traffic in intoxicating liquors is one of the
moet difficult things which mon were ever calied on to deal
with; but it cannot ho disputed that there ar'e engaged
in the temperance reform, and have been for a quarter of a
century back, some of the best elements in society, and it
is a significant fact that the vast majority of the clergymen
of the various sects and denominations are hcartily in favor
of the tenperance movement, a very larg peorcenitage of
thein heing practical abstainers. I hope the vote we shall
giye on this question will be such as to convey satisfaction,
not ouly to those who have labored to retain the law on the
Statute-book, but to the vast number of the friends of tem.
perance who have been watehing with intense interet tO
sep whetber the -mem bers of this House were willing that
the eaw should have a lair trial, or whether they would conn-
tenance an insidious atttempt to strike it down and render
if a 4u1i ty.

Mr. BRECKEN. I intend to oppose the amendment
proposed o eho made to the Temperance Act.
One reason I do so is tLat in Prince Edward Island the
registration of elector -bas been repealed, and there isi
no way of ascertaining whether or not a majority of thei
electors in any district have voted for or against the,
measure. I musýt further state tbat the Scott Act has beenj
placed before the people of Prince Edward Island, and a
majority of the electors who have voted have voted in favor
of it. Whether or not the majoriy of the people of Prince
Edward Island are in favor of it or not I ceunot say; but if1
I were to vote for the Bill, I would be practically votingt
for the withdrawal of that Act from Prince Edward Island.J
I have 14e mont profound respect for the ntivest
that ingence bon, gentleme*, to <tand up 1
her. and aldvocste. the tempeiance cause.. Bu 1

Mr. LaoKGeYa.

I think the. principle involved in the amendment
proposed by the hon. member for EsEt Yòhk is a Sound oe,
because-if the law is to be carried out init inte itmust
have in its favor the general sentiment of the eo$er f tie
district where it is enacted. While I amire e anotion of
the hon. gentlemen who advocate temperance, cannot
snbscribe to their machinery, where the beott Aet .haè been
placed befo' e the people from a hustings and the adopted,
and though hundreds may not have taken-the-tiòôuble tû
attend the meeting, it bas a prior chance of being' earried
out honestly. The popular 'sentiment hould be
ssertained by the people's votes. Though I amr n
favor of the principle of this amendment, if L vênsider
that out of respect to the wishes of the' people who
sent me here, I must vote agaiTst if, because there is ne
legislative machinery in Prince Edward I4and tomeet the
amendment if adopted. I think injustice isinieted by this
Act on a class of people who have embarked fheir means
in a certain class of trade. Take for instance, the >brewers
affd distillers, whose business has been legalised as a source
of r'evenue. It is an extreme injustice to them tbat this
Scott Act should be sprung on them, and their business des-
troyed. If Prince Edwa*rd Island were in thé meue position
-as other electorai districts hore, I would be prepared to
vote for the amendment of my bon. friend, but udér the
circunstaneos, I must record my vote against it.

Mr. WRITE (Cardwell). Iarn the more unwilling to
give a silent vote on this question this year than I was iast
year, from the fact that I know, froim the experience oflast
year, that the position I take on this question is certain to
bo misrepresented by a portion of the pres@. Last year
when the majority of this House chose to behlve that the
poculiarity of this measure renderei it necessaiy that a
somewhat exceptional principle should applIy to it, we were
donounced at once as opponents of the temperance move-
ment. I do not desire hero for a moment to parade my
temperance principles. That is a matter which concerns
myself only. I can only say that in a horror of the drink-
ing habits of society and the evils of intempérance which
îpring from them, I yield to no hon. gentleman 'in the

use. I elieve if every man in the country who pro-
fesses to be in favor of a prohibitory law would do
precisely what I have- done, that is become a personal
abstainer, we would have a very great reduction mu
the evils of intemperance in the community. What I
feel about the measure fsthis: We have had experience
in .,Canada of the Dunkin Act. It je quite trué that the
hon. member for West Middlesex, who le thotughly
familiar with the question, has pointed out a number of
features in which this Act differs from the Dunkin Act,
and which, it is hoped, will render it much more efective.
We have yet to learn, by practical experience, whether
that is the case or not. The Act bas been passed in some
counties. It romains to be seen whether, as the resuit of its

assage. any beneficial effect is derived by hose oanties.
ere I convinced that the passage of the Sott Act any-

where would prevent the evils of internperasoe in the
country,li would do everything in my power to secure its
passage. In fact, so strongly do I feel on this stiijeet that,
as I informed the House last year, in any distriet in which
the Dunkin Act was submitted ad which the newspaper
that I control was supposed to have any in1luence, I have
invariably used all the inuflence in my power te secnre its
passage; but the result has' benin every case, without a
single exception, I believe, that practical expérience bs
led to the repeal of the unkin Aet even in those counties -
where the temperance feeling was soe strong that the repeal
in the first instance was defeated, such as the beunty of
Prince Edward for instance, where, aithough the lepealtin
the Aret instance was defeated by a lage'majority, yetno.-
ther year's experience led the-people by as ci ge miajor ty
to repeaLthe Act and return to the Iiense afstia. It seet
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