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channel in which it is desirable of Council which they offered to British
it should run. I feel that if there 1 Columbia, and to the Imperial Govern-
is any question that could be brought un- ment as well, as a reason for qualifying
der the consideration of the House, that the engagement that was entered into.
it is requisite to deal with in the calmest, I an safe, I think, in saying that there
most dispassionate and judicial manner, is no man in this bu se, there is no in-
it is the great question of the Canadian telligent man in this country, that would
Pacific Railway. It will be, however, not heartily concur in the accuracy of
necessary, in the somewhat changed atti- the statement, that it would be
tude of hon. gentlemen opposite, as fore- greatly in the interest of Canada if it
shadowed by the promised Resolution of had been possibe to accomplish the con-
the hon. member for West Durham, that I struction of that work upon those terms.
shouid as briefly as is possible describe the Hon, gentlemen opposite took exception,
position that, in my jucigment, the two on many occasions, to the efciency of the
parties in this House occupy in relation nians that were thus provided forthe
to this question. The gouse will re- construction of the Canadian Pacifie
member that when this Government was Railway. I think the hon. member for
i. power, i 1871, and British Columbia Lambton (Mr. Mackenzie), when the
was brougit into the Confederation, it leader of the Government, at a publi
was decided- that we should grapple with meeting at Whitby, committed himself
the great question of the construction of to the statement that we might as well
the Canadian Pacific IRailway, by which have offered $10, as $30,000,000 and
ail the various Provinces would be brought u0,0s0,000 acres of land for the purpose
into more rapid and easy communication. of securing the construction f that work,
When in a position to submit a formal s0 stroncly did ho feel the entire inade-
proposition to the ouse, in 1872,by quacy of the means proposed. ow, it
which it was hoped to accomplish the con- will not be at all necessary for e to dis-
struction of that work, the Government cuss the circumstances under which the
submitted a proposai to grant $30,000,000 Government found itself unable to ac-
and g0000000 acres of land in order to compiish the construction of the
cover the expenditure connected with it. Canadian Pacific Railway upon those
At the tinue that policy was resolved ternis. We are sufâciently familiar with
upon, a Resolution, in order to meet the that view of the question to render hat
apprehiension which existed in and out of entircly unnecessary. But we wtent out of
the ouse, as to the very serous respon- ofce, and the duty and responsibility of
sibility the Government was about to dealing with this great question devolved
incur, was proposed and carried, and it upon th e gentleman, who, during the
became substantially a part of the Teraws subsequent five years, led the Government
of Union with British Columbia, that that of this countrv. Now, I think, we must
work should ho constructed, not by the ahl admit that successive Governments
Government, but by private enterprise, i must pay great deference to, and must
aided by a grant of lands and money to hold themselves to a large extent
that extent. But even that as ne ihnited. responsible-for carrying out the policy
by the dectaration placed before the ouse of their predecessors. I an satisfled
that the progress of that work should notI 'o ail agroo in the opinion that it is only
involve an increase in the thon rate of under the gravest circustances that a
taxation. nnew Administration.is in a position to r-

M . BLAKE: ar, hear. pudiate, if I may so speak, the engage-
SiR CHARLES TJJPPER: Xow, monts in relation to a groat public ques-

I au a witte surprised to fnd the bon. tion, to which their predcessors have
member for West Durham (Mr. Blake) committed th country under the author-
takîng exception to the statement I have ity of Parliamnt. But I quite admit it
made, that it formed a part of the Ternis was ini the power,,of the hon. gentleman,
of Union with British Columbia, becaus who was thn caled upon to form an
the Government of wich that hion. gen- Administration, to say that sinco, in Par-
tleman was a member, at a later date, liament, ohe a e opposed the poicy of
found it convenient to fal back upon that attempting to construct the Canadian
lesolution, and embodied it in a Minute Pacifie Railway, that lie beievod thi
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