
If, however, we no longer stress so much economic factors as the direct cause of 
war, that does not lessen their importance in the maintenance of a creative and 
enduring peace. Men may not now go to war for trade, but lack of trade rnay help to 
breed the conditions in which men do go to war. [...] 

Just as we cannot in this day have a stable national democracy without progress in 
living standards and a sense that the community as a whole participates in those 
standards, without too great extremes of wealth and poverty, likewise we cannot 
have one world at peace without international social and economic progress in the 
same direction. We must have rising living standards in which all nations are 
participating to such a degree that- existing inequalities in the international division 
of wealth are, at least, not increased. For substantial progress on these lines we 
need the degxee of efficiency that comes only with the freest possible movement of 
commerce through the world, binding people together, providing the basis of 
international investment and expansion, and thereby, I hope, making for peace. 

— Lester B. Pearson, The Four Faces of Peace, Nobel Peace Prize Lecture 
Delivered at the University Aula, Oslo, Norway, December 11, 19571 


