
Eniployroent opportunities for recent arrivais are almst nil in a setting where even
the old work force is being reduced because of a contraction in the Crinican economny.
Thus it k aInost impossible for highly qualified professionals among the Crinican Tatars to

find jobs suitcd to their background, even when their skills are desperately needed.
Economic reforms are essential, but the privatization of state-owned property ks taking
place at a very slow rate, and control of this process is the subject of intense political.
batties i Kyiv, Siferopol (tic capital of the Autonomious Republic of Crinca), and at the

local Jevel. 'Me Crimean Tatars in Veseloe and elsewbere have effectively been locked out
of this process.

At Uic saxoe tinic, attenipts by the Crizoean Tatars to set up smnall. businesses, or to

seil products they raise on srnall plots of land, are hampered by administrative restrictions
often dating back to Uic Soviet period. In addition crirninal eleroents, often allied with
local govcrnioent officiais, have atternpted to eliniinate or coinrol ail small business
activities. This includes denianding "protection money" fromn wonicn selling vegetables at

local markets, and such practices are often ignored by local Iaw enforcement agencies.

Because of Uic difficuit economnic circunlstances i Criroea fainding for healUi care,
education, culture and ail formns of social welfare have been cut back. As a result, it bas

been impossible to establish Uic cultural and educational infrastructure Uiat Uic Crimean

Tatars in Veseloe need to effectively maintain their language and culture. They have aiso

been denied proper facilities for their religlous services, which are currently held i a srnall
roomn of a noisy recreation facllity. Ail Uic factors described above have greatly
demnoralizcd Uic recent returnees, and have led to great resentmnent among Uic many


