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EXTERNAL TRADE IN HIGH TECHNOLOGY COMMODITIES
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The figure indicates increasing external trade activity for most manufac¢uring industries. but Qartiwcariy
those producing nigh technoiogy cammodities. In 1980. the maettinery, transportation équipment, electrical
prOducts and scientific equipment industries had a nQgative trade balance of almost $13 billion.

auring the iast five years. machinery accounted for3695 oitneexports of htgh tec`tinologycommodities and
45% of the imports. In 1982, the imports of machinery exceeced exports by over S4 billion.

T,he exploitation of naturel resources and the production of agricuftural commodities now deOend on
advanced machinery so that pari of the trade surplus in these areas is courtier-baJancad by a deficit in the
associafed trade in machinery. For example. in 1982. the trade deficit in mining, driiling and excavattng
equioment was atmost S606 million while the deficit in farm machinery was over Si billion.

It appears that the greater ttte amount of technology repuired, the greater our reiative deRendenca on goods
produced aonaad.
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