Participant Profiles

there is a suitable position available. Furthermore, in an attempt to provide greater assistance to
spouses, Country B has established a job database for them on the Internet.

Relocation and Incentives. The Foreign Service provides assistance for shipment of household
g00ds within reasonable limits. An additional fixed incidental allowance is also provided. The
Foreign Ministry pays for all housing and utilities costs abroad. Private schooling is paid for

both elementary and secondary levels.

There is no incentive premium. Hardship premiums are flat amounts for all officers and are
provided in the normal pay cycle. A cost-of-living allowance is paid and is adjusted every six
months. Hardship premiums and cost-of-living allowances are non-taxable.

Home Leave/R&R Leave. Home leave travel is provided once per posting year. Rest and
Recreation trips are provided to officers at hardship locations, with a maximum of two trips per

year. The Foreign Ministry chooses the destination for R&R trips.
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