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Abstract
The Mean Times report asserts that humnanitarians should rely on private security

companies (PSCs) to provide for the security of humanitarians and/or their operations which,
despite the growing need, state militaries and internatior.4l peacekeeping forces are increasingly
unable or unwilling to provide. But does the potential. exist for PSCs to take the place of public
security providers? Can PSCs secure the "hurnanitarian space"? The paper argues that while
PSCs have been seemningly proficient in recent tasks, the industry to date as a whole does flot
linup the rennisite organizational structure. material caDacitv. or leeitimnacy. The DaDer also


