
to which relevant information would be supplied by states. It also cails for the harmonisation oflegisiation to avoid circulation/smuggling based on uneven severity levels of punitive measuresacross different countries. The code includes an exemption if legitimate international peaceobjectives are threatened. It cails on the international community to help. Contrary to theMemorandm the code also encourages the creation of National Commissions with civil societyand govermment representatives to address the small arms and light weapons issue. TheMoratorium and the codes of conduct are perceived as a basis for peace in West Africa.

Defirdire van der Merwe (Institute for Security Studies, Pretoria, South Africa) outlinedexisting initiatives aixned at the protection of children in armed conflict and argued that theyshould be complemented by a voluntary code of conduct. There are tbree broad areas wherecodes of conduct can have a possible positive impact on the plight of children in armed conflict:


