
of the university's library date back to the 1630's and many
incunabula and other rare books may be found among its 366,000
volumes.

L'Université de Montreal

L'Université de Montreal has the largest enrolment of
guebec's universities and the second largest in Canada; its
working language is French. In 1876, on the instigation of
Monseigneur Bourget, Bishop of Montreal, the city obtained the
right to organize a centre of university instruction as a branch
of Laval University at Quebec. The University became autonomous
in 1920 when a charter was granted by the Quebec Legislature,
and received papal recognition in 1927. The following year
construction began of one of the most striking university buildings
on the continent. Dramatically situated high on Mount Royal,
this gleaming white edifice with its soaring central tower is a
landmark for visitors approaching Montreal from the west. In it 1

are located the principal faculties and schools of the University
but much of the University's highly diversified instruction
continues to be offered in various buildings in the city below.
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