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At the first Francophone Summit, held in
Paris February 17-19 to Increase interna-
tional co-operation and communication among
French-speadng nations, Prime Minister Bnian
Mulroney said that for Canada, la franco-
phonie "is more than being pro-French and
defending linguistic purity: fundamentally it 18
the sharing of our existence and of our pos-
sibilities for growth". He suggested that "the
collective development of la francophonie
lies in the intensification and modernization
of our functional co-operation".

The summit was attended by the heads
of state and government leaders represen-
ting 41 countries where French is spoken.
Two provincial premiers, Robert Bourassa
,of Quebec, where French is spoken by the
majority of people, and Richard Hattield
of New Brunswick, an officially bilingual
province, attended as representatiJes of par-
ticipating governments. Delegates from the
provinces of Ontario and Manitoba as weil
as Minister for Externat Relations Monique
Vézina, Communications Minister Marcel
Masse, Secretary of State of Canada Benoit
Bouchard and others attended as repre-

sentatives of the Canadian delegation.
Prior to the summit, Mr. Mulroney met with

a number of heads of statle including Presi-
dent Abdou Diouf of Senegal and President
FélixHouphouét-Boigny of the lvory Coast.

Importance to Canada
Mr. Mulroney was one of six government
leaders to speak at the opening ceremonies
at the sumrmit. He welcomed the active parti-
cipation by bath provincial premniers and sald
that Canada's commitment to/la francophonie
"meets a fundamental requirement of our
national life". Through it "the entire breadth
and depth of the French-speaking com-
munity is offered to the francophones of
Quebec and the other provinces".

The prime minister stressed that Cainada's
role was important to ail Canadians. He said
that the country's concernis were broad
and involved the political, economîc, social,
technical and cultural comporients of the
francophone world.

Mr. Mulroney also maintained that co-
operation between the countries of the North
and South must increase and that French

addresses the Francophone Summit in Pais.


