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Raise Standard of Living Conditions
THOMAS ADAMS.

'The problem creatéd by the war has beén one of short-

agé of bouses, but during the war, whIle wé may have in-
creased overcrowding, wé have not loweréd our standards,
for the simple reason that théy wére*as 10w as they could
Le in our worst slums. On thé whole, the bad sanîtarn

conditions whIch were pérmittéd before thé war, was

a worse *problemn and requiréd more drastic action than

anything that has résultéd by way of shortagé of houses

durlng thé war. It ls a remnarkable fact that even when

houses are plentiful, slum conditions persist in growing.

If we succeed ln the next féw years ln building until we

bave a surplus of houses, wé will not solvé thé real bous-

lng problem, which Is to raise thé whole standard of hous-

ing accommodation for thé working eltizens.
"New construction with Government aid relieve, the pré-

sent pressure but it is 'chiefiy réquired as an object lésson

to Show how standards can and should be improved. But

niew bouses should neot be erected to, compete with the

presént low standards and simultameously, with building

model homes, we snould insist on Improving those which

are alréady erectéd.
"Thé construction of a hanse, its internal planning, Its

general design are ail ~Important, but s0 too are its sur-

roundlngs. When we wa.nt a healthy home, wé Include

in our consideration of what it should be the questions of

light, air space, water sullPY, access by road, gardén space

and other mnatters which would maké thé building sani-

tary when provided by pléasant amnenitieS.

The. Land Question.
"Thé land question Is at the root of the housirlg pro-

bleém, The dwélling consists of the site, thé planning and

developmént of the land te maké it adaptable for housing

Purposes, and thé building. Wç necd to give proper atten-

tion to ail threé matters. Town planning has regard to the

site, and is devélopméllt, and to the connectioli betweéfl

the dwelling and a factory or other places of employment.
"lIt is frequentiy argued that our bad housing conditions

are caused by the individuals rather than by the negleet
of society. The worst features of our housing conditions
are however matters which corne under public and flot per-
sonal controi. It may be that the interiors of many homes
are dirty and improperly kept, but these are things we can
only overcome by education. Our chief defects, however,
are In respect of bad sanitary conditions caused- by lack
of effective publie organization. In public matters we are
also flot paying sufficient regard to the need for récréa-
tion facilities.

"'Labor unrest, the constant téndency of labor to take
part ln strikies and to mnové from one place of émployment
to another, is largely due to bad housing conditions and
lack of proper recreation facilities.

"Iligher standards will tindiréctlY produce higher wages.
They will help us to secure mor'e durable construction and
-Save large sumrs, équivalent to many millions in Canada, lh
fire wasté, and in the cost of fire prévenition. Town plan-
ning is also néeded to belp us to secure the scientific or-
ganization ,of our industries in the right Places and to
prevent the indiscriminate mixing up of factories and
houses.

"1Wé have seen in recenit years how the town and country
are interdepéndent and the importance of déaling with the
problem of rural housing simnultaneously with thé problém
of relieving congestion in the cities. It might be that the
housing problem cannot be soived by the ordinary méthods
of private enterprise, wîthout somé public aid being pro-
vided, but éven soc, the fact that human lfe ls more valu-
able than propérty as. a constituent of national wealth,
méans that it would bc a good Investment for the country
to both carry out a constructive housing policy and to
take méasures to éradIcate, the slums from country and
town."

MUNICIPAL, HOUSING SCHEM.S ---Contrnued
Dnd sucli statutory limitation as well as for intérim

poses until sinlcing fund accumulations are availablé.

y thus investing the sinklng fund, thére will hé assuréd

)nstant flow of capital at a fair market rate (excluding

Lmissions and mlddlemen's profits) and thé sinlng fund

obtain a profitable~ invéstmént. Car, must, however,

ta<ken that thé sinking fund le tréatéd exactly ln thé

le way as any outsidé créditor.

~ nf the maturiniz of old loans, the sinking

Kipsb factors here-

Instairmont Paymernts by Resident Purchaser.

Payménts on~ account of principal by purchasérs of
dwelling constructed by a municipality should bé distribfltéd
evenly throughout thé déterminéd period. Thé siking
funnd or annuity bond systems are the most suitable.

Séparation fromn interést payments must be clearly showlI

ln thé books of thé municipality and ail outstandiiig bal-

ances should bé readily ascertainable.
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