
In last month's issue of the Journal a suggestion
was made in a review that educational subjeots
should be encouraged in the thousands of "'Movie"
houses that crowd our urban centres. It was even
suggested that, umiess a movie house shows a film
of an instructive nature ftt least three times a week,
its license should be taken away. At that time the
writer had in mind the films supplied by the Muni-
cipal Reference Library of New York, that deal
with sucli subjects as Citizenship, Chuld Welf are,
Education Fire Prôtection, Municipal Government,
Iealth, etc. We now find that in addition to the
above, both the Dominion and Ontario Goveruments
have prepared excellent films describing Canada 's
industries, one of which, on wheat, gives the complete
story of our great national asset, from the prepar-
ing of the ground, and the sowing of the seed, to
the loading of the steamer at Mointreal with Mani-
toba No. 1 Hard; another, on our Fishing Industry,
gives a stirring picture of the dangers that the fish-
ermen of this country have to go through to get
their livelihood; a third film gives the story of
electricity-its development and use, and so on1.
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But the great mass of the people have neyer, and,
are not likely to see these insphiling pictures--pos-
sibly the ýgreatest educational possibility in Can-
ada to-day, unless more use is made of the " mov-
ies. " Moving pictures are here to stay; of this
there is no doubt. They have gripped the imagina-
tions of the people to, suchan extent that they have
taken, if not usurped the place of perhaps more
prosaic, but more elevating forma of entertain-
ment, principally because of the attractiveness of
the pictures. This being so, there is no reason why
Canadian'picture theatres should not be utilized for
the betterment of the people by the presentation
of pictures of an instructive character, and in this
the local authorities can do much by making it a
condition of a "movie"ý license that at least one
educational film be shown at each performance. If
Canada would preserve her national character-her
pride in her industries, her social life, and her peo-
ple, she has no better chance than in the picture
houses. There she can visualize nightly before the
people these very characteristie5 in pietures.

The Credit of Western -Municipalities
t was not that of being easily persuaded
rs. The Western men of Canada are not
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Teaching Citizenship Via the Movies


