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The Study of Civics mn Our Schools
BY J. JA. LIVINSON.

If one were ta compare the advances made In the study
of civics ia schools i saoie of the larger cities 'of the Ain-
enican Union, with that accomplished sa far i the achools
of Canada, one would have to admit that this country Muet
bestir Itseif In order that it be not outclassed by the
United States.

Sir John Bourluot was one of the first citîzens of this
Dominion ta advocate the introduction of the study of
civics and politics in our schools. If I mistake not, I be-
lieve that he dld sa publicly at several of the meetings of
the Royal Society of Canada. Sa alsa did Sir James Grant.
Lapse of time seems to have acted upon us as a sort of
pathologicai, immunity. We inclut upon forgetting the vis-
ions o! our seers!

The connexlty of public education with our topic will,
lnnrpflpe,,tion- be zranted. It should. indeed, at this hour

the saviors of the situation; the achools May le"d us to
the ideai city.

Here let me narrate an experience that I had, and which
bears out the thesis of this article. It was in the latter part
of 1913 that I liad my first opportunity ta test the general
knowledge, ln civics and politics, possessed by a seventh
grade class in one of the largest public schools in Mont-
real. The resuit of this improvised experiment unmis-
takeably pointed to the conclusion that our boys and
girls of the school ieaving age, viz., thirteen years, knew
but littie of even the mere essentiala of the subject.

Without any forewarning of thefr belng interrograted I
entered the class room, and put the fallowing questions te
the pupils, asking them to write down their replies:-

1.-Who la the mayor?
2.-lu what ward do you live?
3.-Give the name of the alderman representing your

ward?
4.-Who la the member of the iegislature for the divi-

sion i which you live?
5.-Give the naine o! the chairman o! the Board of

Schooi Commissioners.
6.-Who is the superintendent o! the pubie schools?
7.-Who la the Member of Parliament, at Ottawa, re-

presenting your division i which you Uive?
8.-Who is the Premier of the province?
9.-Give the name of the Premier of the Domiion.
1.-Who la the Leader of the opposition In the Federal
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