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the 27th February, 1905, for the ‘carrying out of. which
work, the Provincial Legislature has authorized the float-
ing of a municipal loan of two millions of dollars.

In conformity also” with the above mentioned request,
and to aid you at arriving at a decision, I shall refer in
the present report to three important questions relating
to the said project of widening the Aqueduct.

lo—Feasibility of the project;

20.—Advisibility of seeking advice of consulting en-
gineers on the said project;

30.—On the advisibility and the mecessity of begipni‘n'g
in the Spring the construction of the lateral conduit.

lo. FEASIBILITY OF THE PROJECT.

This project, which is but a modification of the projects
bresented and discussed before, in 1873, 1888, 1894, con-
sists in enlarging the present aqueduct to a much greater
width, so that instead of developing only about 500 horse-
power, pumping daily about 14 millions of gallons in early
Summer, and hardly two or three millions of gallons in
mid-Winter as at present, we may be able to develop 5,000
horse-power in Summer and not less than 2,000 horse-
power at low water in the Winter season, that is to say,
o be in a position to provide for all the wants of the City’s
water consumption within reasonably foreseen limits of
the future, wthout resorting to steam power pumping.

This project, with the dispositions and dimensions very
little different from those set forth since 1873, by Mr.
Louis Lesage, and later on by Mr. McConnell, former Su-
perintendents of the Water Works, has on different occa-
sions been entirely approved of by various experts and

, consulting engineers, such as Messrs. J. B. Francis, Wal-

ter Shanley and others.

The last report on this subject in 1894 by Messrs. T. C.
Keefer and E. Vanier, which I have given orders to have
printed for distribution to the Council, is especially ex-
plicit on the subject, it answers all the -objections which
are still being circulated against the project, it also treats
of other methods of water supply such as doing all our
pumping by steam power, taking the supply from the
Laurentian mountains, etc., and the above last named ox-
perts conclude energetically in favor of the economy and
perfect feasibility of the project of widening the Aque-
duct. So that the whole question of the project actually
nunder consideration has - been already and sufficiently
threshed out to allow me to insist on the shortening of
any new expert study, which is now really only rendered
necessary in order to cover our responsibility, and satisfy
public opinion.

The advantages of the project had been nevertheless so
well recognized in the past that in 1875, a portion of the
new agueduct, with the dimensions and on the lines we
have since adopted, was constructed 3/4 of a mile in
length, as far as the junction with the present Aqueduct.

The difference between the project under consideration,
and the former ones, consists in the ‘widening and deep-
ening of the present aqueduct, instead of excavating a new
and separate aqueduct alongside and parallel to the pre-
sent one, which would have necessitated the purchase of
2 wide strip of land thereby increasing the cost. It is to
avoid this heavy cost, that our project provides for a
covered lateral conduit to bring directly to the pumps the
water necessary to feed them, which would thus allow us
to excavate and deepen the present agqueduct without in-
terfering with the water for the pumps. As a further and
most important advantage also, the extending of the intake
of this conduit cut in the river will guarantee the supply
of water against much of the turbidity and pollution of the
shore water, which we get at the presemt time. fiiml

Such are the considerations which have led us, for the
last four years, to strive to mature ‘the study of and see
the accomplishment of this project, which in our opinion
it its execution is promptly decided upon and carried out,
is the only ,practical and economical means of ensuring
the water supply of the future and of remedying those
serious difficulties such as we have recently gone through
in the shortage of the water supply.

20. ADVISIBILITY OF SEEKING ADVICE OF CON-

SULTING ENGINEERS ON THE SAID PROJECT.

Notwithstanding that, as I have herein before shown,
eminent consulting engineers have already and on various
cecasions recognized the feasibility and economy of this
project, I am myself desirous of having further consulting
engineers pronounce themselves on the project such as



