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j ustice b e accused of fol]lowing " low ideals."- Truc,
it înay bc tbat tbe ideals are but poorly realizcd.
This we may admit, but tbat is quite a differcnt
tbirîg from saying our ideals are low.

The United States asks no extension of territory
for gold or for dominion, sbe is thc friend of tlic
friendless in otber lands, and bier oniy amni is to
solve tbe problemis that ber vel-y ideal bas tbrust
upon ber, to give religions civilization to tbe dark
places of the carth, and to attain to a position of
true wortb and genuine greatniess, sucb as sball one
day lead ail nien everywbcrc " to rise up and cail
ber blessed."

[W/e are not aware that tbe JOURNAL bas spoken
reccnt]y of tbc " low ideals and sordid aims" of the
people of the United States. We take it tbat our-
correspondent is, iu part, poking fini at us; in part,
usirîg us as tlic mediîum of bitting tbe other fcllows.
Sncbi a breezy and bonest communication is always
welcoine and we look for a discussion of somie of tlic
inoot-points.-Tbc Editors.j

TH-E PASS COURSES.
Mr!,. Edz (orý

Tbe opinion tbat tbe increased perfeétion of tbe
bonor courses bas not been an unmixed blessing
seeîns to be gaîning ground at Çjueen's. 1 think
that 1 reflea the sentiments of a great Iuany stu-
dents wben I say that there is a tendency in the
pass courses to, postpone tbe interests of tbose who
do not intend to pursue the bonor course in a subjea
to, tbe interests of tbose wbo do. Tbe aimi seemis
to be to mnake tbe pass course a tborougbi prepara-
tion for the bonor course ratbcr than to treat it as
the point at wbicb nine-tentbis of tbec students dis-
continue tbe study of tbe subjeët.

Tbis tendency is mnost manifest in tbe pass
courses in Greek and Moderns. Tbe most essen-
tial requisites for a mnan wbo intends to enter tbe
lioior course in eitber of tbese departmneuts is a
tborougb knowledge of the formai side of tbese sub-
jeéts, sucb as grammar, comîposition and vocabu-
lary. It does not inatter so mnucb wbat autbors be
reads, as how be reads tbem. But tbe case of mren
who do nlot intend to take honors is different.
Tbey sbould, if possible, obtain some idea of tbe
beauty and grandeur of tbe liteiatures of Greece or
France and Gerrnany.

If we examine the Greek course we flnd tbat a
mani wbo takes pass work gets a little Plato, a littie
Thucydides, and considerably miore Hoiner, to ail
of wbicb not tbe least objeétion can be mîade. But
I am incliiued to tbink tbat in the case of the Homer
tbere is too inucb of a good tbing, for in order to
get an extrii arnount of Hoîner, the stîîdent bas to
forego aIl acquaintance wjth one of tbe rrîost in-
portant departmentp of Greek literature, tbe Greek

draina. Iu my opinion no student, Jet alone a
Grcek student, should graduatc in Arts without
sonie knowlcdgc at first baud of sucb au important
plicuonuenon in thc bistory of literattîre as tbic
classic dîraina of Greece.

XVitb regard to the pass course in Moderns, tbere
is stili greater rooiu for complaint. At tbec mention
of Geriuan literature we iiiînediately tbink of
Goetbe, Schîiller, Lessing, Heine, and witb French
literature we inseparablv associate tbe names of
Corneille, Racine, Moliare, Hugo, and are surprised
to flnd that noue of tbeir works forin any part of the
pass course in French and Gerian. It is mnade up
of the works of more recent and somnetimnes infcrior
autbors. Tbe fresbmian or sophomore, witb bis
ardent thirst for tbe best ideas, is dissatisfied witb
tiiose wbicbi the tcxts in pass inodemns supply, and
tinlcss lic takes tlie bonor course, leaves college witb
no notion of the ricbness and nobleness of tbe liter-
atures of France and Gerinany, or of tbe rnigbty in-
fluence wbicb tbey bave exerted in the developînent
of civilization.

Sonie urge tbat tbe works of tbe Greek drainatists
and tbe Frencb and Gerinan classics inay be too
difficult for pass, men. I, for iny part, caunot sec
tbat there is anything inherent in tbe nature of a
classic to make it difficuit. W/heu I was a fresbinan
the junior Greek class read a play of Euripicles and
no one found it ton bard. Tbe next year in senior
Greek the class stndied a p]ay of Sopbocles. In tbis
case tbere xvas some fault found witb Sophocles'
style, but not enougb to cause the Greek drama to
be altogetbcr reîînoved froîn tbe pass curriculum.
As for modemns, tbe siuîplicity of tbe Frencb classics
is well known, and I amn sure tbat German classics
can be fouind wbicb would lie suitable for pass
students.

Otbers object tbat the works of tbe Greek draina-
tists, and of tbe best authors of France and Germany
do not furnisb as good a basis for tbe acquisition of
a vacabulary and for drill in graxumar and comuposi-
tion as tbose of Homner, and the more recent authors
in modemrs. In tlie case of tbe Greeks tbis is not
so ; because tlie Greck drarnatists are dloser to tbe
classic age of Greek literature tban Hoiner. Tbe
objection is miore valid wben applied to tbe modemns.
No doubt tbe language of tbe Frencb and German
classics is different in some respect froîn the best
usage of the present day. But the difference must
be sligbt, for language does not cbange inuch in a
century or a century and a baîf. At any rate, tbe
objection is by no îeans strong enougb to cause the
îîîasters of French and Germnian literature to play no
part in tbe pass course.

Soînieone îîay raise the furtlier objeétion tbat if a
student get a gond grournding in the Greek, or Frenchi


