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titat Woolwich and Sandhurst be stili kept
up, lie would be looked upon as some liarmless
lunatic. And if these expensive institutions
%vould be unnecessary for the militia force
of Britain taken alone, St) i5 the R. M. Col-
lege, in its present fornt, unnecessary for
ýCanada.

\Ve admire the Professors of the College,
its system of discipline, and the effeet of
this discipline on the cadets x-'ho ai-e soldier-
]y and gentlemanly yoting fellows, and Nvould
be exceedingly sorry personally shoulti the
institution be done away withi ; but we feel
its elaborate curriculum and the expense
entailed thereon are unnecessary in a young-
,country without 'à regular army, and being
unnecessary, that it is a hardship tlîat a feNv
sons of wealthy men should be edticated at
the expense of the country, while the benefit
arising to the country front giving these
young men suchi an expensive edtîcation will
be alrnost itil.

QUIEENIS COLLTEGIE OUSIERVATrORV.

A T a very eariy period in the history oif the University
a number of observations had been niade by the

present Professor of Physics of 1innar distances, transits of
Merèury and eclipses of the Sun, for the purpose tif de-
termining with greater precision the longtitude and lati-
tude of Kingston, which were before only imperfectiy
ascertained. Certain remarkable, and anomiabjus varia-
ti<ons in the declînation of the magnetic needie wvithin a
radius of twelve miles round Kingston had also been in-
-vestigated. The resuits of these observations had Iteen
putblished in the Kingston newspapers. The only instru-
mnents then ait the command of Dr. \Vjlliamson were a
-sextant, a theodolite, and a three foot telescope, ail, it is
true, excellent in their kind, and a fairly gond dlock. The
\vant of an Observatory, howxever, with fi\etl ineridional
instruments, and a standard sidereai clock, tvas constantiy
felt. In 185 4 , B3aron (le Rottenburg, an officer iln the
-armny, and a zealous amateur astronomer, was statioined ait
Kingston. H-e had ordered a smaii equatorial from a tele-
-scope maker in New York, but the instrument no having
been completed after the lapse of two years, hie repaired
ito Boston to endeavor tu obtain one from Mr. Aivan
-Clark, wvho was then rising into reputation. At M r.
Clark's establishment hie saw a ]ens neariy finished of Qi
inches aperature which Mr. Clark agreed to fit up with
-equatorial mosinting -for $8oo. On Baron de Rottenbtîrg's
zeturnto J•ingston hie, with Dr. Yates, the late Judge

linrrowves, Dr. WViliainsen, anOd ot loi .f îieily to the oh-
ject, heid several mreetings, ,f lIr h iih 'iliiinîsoii was
convener, andti greed to ssbe iti(jîiîrcliase thicin-
strumient on the ternis prîe fl i otta smai3 build.
i ng for ils reception. it was h t ii wish an(- inten-
tien of the su *bscriblers liiat ih li Iiti ii g shltit te placeri
if possible on1 a portion of the litgliur gi e mdi( thcii beiong-
ing ilm the Orduiance reservu nO. il,(.1 pr-operly of the
College, and 0o1 which the lie\ iîî.euýsity nîlîtice now
stands. The ii icul lies, ho\%%îý" l-i 1,jI i ttheu i i n providl.
ing for the w hole of the necctisai_ t'\tIeniitiire themseives

induced them to accede to. the propos-ai if tue (-oimittee
on1 the City P'ark, wliich was then le-tguilnig to be laid
out, that tlîey shoulîl assist in loii igthe anuunt re-
quireti, andt that the 0bser t ut i v shtîild lie placeti there.
Tl'le equatoriai arrnved in Kinigstnn in the aninitll, of 1855,
ami, a site iii the iPairk hav iiî, I ehý io a Uid5is to gi ve
the ninst opent vit'\\ tiown ii ti lit lit i .o iii te direction
of the mneridiain, it \vas set 'Il aild ait ud~î on its pedestai
1111(er the il ue tif a sinailli t\i iii tliho sîri îg tif i 85C).
Tiîereafter il was madoe accesi~blu ve a î iinhier of the
citîzenis of hiligsttîîs, anud in i ,S.ý' a 'eriu, of tobservations
oit I ouîalis Utinel t\as piillisttt lx i I)r \'illiainsoln.
Tiiere usas stili, itowcver, iucli Liber nqtiliîed iii the use of
the instrîunient \lîîclîflie possessioni I a tranîsit, ,tni sîdereal
dlock, wouid have rendtered li uts- v. The acclîrate
determination of tîte siderealti i iî, -o-uuitalait eleitient
in astronoinicai wvtrk, liad te bt- rt'îlte't I)v caiculation
from observatitons takeut witlî the sextantirit linef intervaîs.
by dlay and by îîîght, iiînîmetlate-lx t tfOe- or afler the time
of observationis usitt tue eqiiemorual. »'ir eitas, moreover1
1in driving clOc tek IniiOue tht, la tii~ui i Righ t Ascen'
sien, no assistant to move tîthiiTt ald t ccd the circies.
simuitaneousiy with the observations, anid no waiting and
Nvriting ruîunî uhich could lit wuîrîîuet iii \% îiter by a stove.
An application sai, tiierefore, malt' te 'lulîianient for a
grant iii aid tif the objecta tuf titt ( )bscti vttrv. An annuai
grant of of iîàoo usas obtained in i Sce0, andtiie succeeding
years. By its assîsstaîîce the lito t fitservattîry building
in the City Park usas erected tii ail 'qv-lise of about
$1,400, and afterwards a paid aS.sat îs'vrthe lire-
senît Protfesser Dupuîs, usas apjeîiîite-îl 'lie, puirchae, ~f
a transit circle anti standard sîdleital ,mad nîean tinie
dlocks, sncb as are necessai luiol a ftiliýlltlilîped Observ-
atory fcnstiilg at ieuast $5,o( '(i )lu)eiigt Ili g îlly lîeyond the
ineauts of the friends of the ilistil tt ii a srnul transit by
Sinîms usas pîîrchased in the invaauiiiii fttr $1,So, and the
inan of a larger instrument calledt tîte 1eaîifoy Transit
usas obtained by apîplicationIo th liii. Roti Astronomicai
Stociety. By their means, ailoîl li il](, ctnstruction nf
excellent sidereai and meaîl tîîîît tIti ks liv Professor
Dupuis, a number nf tîseftil andt iiuipîîrîunt #"strGncomical
observations were matie and reotdîed, aîtî tile local time
of the cîty duly reguiated. A iitiraibe )utf puiblic lectures
by the bate Rev. Principal Leitch, Dr. Wi îliamson, Prof.
Dupuis and others, on subjects colt iecteod witii asîrnnomy,\vere given in the Cit al steia tmiaredtesi
the Observatory itself.

Tue great incoliveniences atteiilitig the. site tif the Oib.
servatory became more felt euer.v ýeir. lii inuddlv wea-
thler, wîen. the carniage uuavs thîrtngh th(,, park taal beexi
so far ntade teithout being gîavelled, thlît*..'ssings x-ere ai-
most impassable, sud in usîntet aicoss \vas îften biockedl
up by snous. A stifl more serionts inconxenIe1ce graduai-
ly arose which rendered sustaîined,niý l01i-ittîl uvork in sucb


