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Current Topics.

The recent bye-election in Westmoreland

Wegtmoreland i . X
BjeBloction ~ Was watched with considerable interest by
adherents of hoth political parties,as likely
t() aﬂ‘ol‘d p p ]

the some ifldication of the .prosp(j(‘-ts of the Government
of the Gppfoaclnng gener'al e]ectlpn. The result~thle r:etum
abous 80(6\01'mnent candidate, Mr. P(-)well, by a 1113'1.301'1ty of
i’igniﬁca, i?annot, 'howmr'er, he con.t'.ldere(} as lx.a.\*mg much
astin, .l:e l.n relation F() .thzmt question. ljhe Liberals, c;un»
"V&ti:el .\vwh the nm:]orlty of 2,14 ol)tn.mcd by t.,he Con-
rec&llin ’Stlln that constituency at the previous election, and
onig] }i'lle fact that 1.\[(.mcton, the (':entre of t).le Interco-
‘(’Vernml way systen'\, is in that constituency, claim ’Ehat the
it iy 'teent has received a severe check-—a ‘“ moral” defeat,
rmed. The Government supporters, on the other
revi’ozni)embering the peculiar C(?IldibiOl’lS ur}der wh.ich the
om hlu attle was _f'ought, the Liberal candidate being one

: ndreds of Liberals refused to support, claim, with

*qual playgitig:
plaUSlblhty, that the majority is larger than could have

l‘e&sO

wel] nal?ly been expected, and that they have reason to be
0 Satisfied with the outcome. We have had an opportu
'ty of

tonversing with late residents of Westmoreland,
ation ing both politif:al pz‘mrties,‘ and their ar‘lalyses of the
ein erragll‘ee substantially in saymg‘thub nf)thmg can safely
Pesulg, iE( from the pre:sent election, V\flth rega‘rd to the
ereg uncn th.e general ele'ctlon. ‘ The ‘consbl‘tuency is co‘nsid'
to‘lchin e“tam.' In certain contingencies wh.lch are explained,
saying candidate a'nd other matters, our informants agree
Coy ditiog that tl‘u? Liberal chances would be good. Other
uch al?s prevailing, the goxrerllnlent would be ‘sure to win.
impl‘essiko depen'ds, our informants fl"eely admit, upon the
Tegarg tons which may at that time be abroad with
N 0 the political probabilities, many of the Westmore-
ha\'in Voters, like those of other constituencies, we suppose,
g Strong objections to being found ou the losing side.

"Presen,
1ty

We are told on the highest authority that
the righteous man is one who “sweareth to
Tioy his own hurt, and changeth not.” 'l.‘he cri-

applies equally, we suppose, to the righteous nation. If

-

Ney, French in
Toundigng,

the successive Governments of Great Britain, Liberal and Con-
servative alike, really believe that France is fairly within her
treaty rights in the extraordinary claims she so boldly puts
forth and so steadfastly maintains, not only on the coast but
within the very territory of Newfoundland, those Gavern-
ments are doing only what is honest in subinitting, with all
meekness, to the rather humiliating situation, however
exasperating and damaging to the British citizens who have
been accustomed to suppose that they were living on British
soil.  But if the British statesmen do so believe and admit
it would be a kindness to theitr faithful subjects in that
Island if they would plainly say so, and would give their
reasons for so interpreting the terms of treaties which seem
to the ordinary colonial mind to mean something quite dif-
ferent. Nor is it to the colonial mind alone that the claims
made and maintained by France seem to extend egregiously
—might we not say outrageously—beyond the plain terms
of the treaty.
no less prominent than the late Lord Palmerston, pertinently
recalled by the Mail and Empire, in a recent editorial, are a
noteworthy example. They occur in His Lordship’s despatch
to Count Sebastiani, of July 10, 1838, in which he denies
that the rights of the French are exclusive, and says:—
“ French fishermen have the periodical use of a part of the
shore of Newfoundland for the purpose of drying fish
during the fishing season; but the British Government
has never understood the declaration to have had for its
object to deprive British subjects of the right to participate
with the French in taking fish at sea off that shore, provided
they did so without iuterrupting the French cod fishery.
If the right conceded to the I'rench was intended to be
exclusive the treaty would have said «0.”

The latest instance of French domination
in the Island itself is given in the despatch
which informs us that the French war-
ships have forbidden the completion of the railway which is
being constructed. They will not permit, we are told, that it
shall have a terminus on the coast, over which they claim
territorial rights. Now, we suppose that every citizen of
Newfoundland, of British origin, and, we may safely add,
with the same limitation, every Canadian citizen, denies ut-
terly that France has any territorial right, or any semblance
of a just claim to any territorial right on any shore of New-
foundland, save so far as such right may be involved in the

The Latest
Aggression,

concession which secures to her fisherman whatever privilege
is necessary to enable them to land and dry their fish on cer-
tainspecified portionsof the coast. Under these circumstances,
if the statements of the despatch above mentioned are trué,
it is, perhaps, as well for all concerned that this last claim
has been made. It will probably bring the matter to an
issue. If the Colonial Office tacitly admits this claim, the
people of Newfoundland will know where they stand. They
will be forced to comprehend that but a part of the Island
is theirs, or is exclusively British territory at all. It is
French soil. They occupy it, if at all, on sufferance. This
will be the last nail in the coftin of the Islanders, as British

The following words of a British statesman,




