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S the historical novel altogether la

4011'e1%liat 'unpailatable; hie always leels
ia falsification. and the mixture

f lt Vlth fiction affects hlm like a mix-

lin the noels of -chich the sub-
WtF belong ta o t'aw tme and in'

' 111 bi creative genlus lias fuil p~lay

14$ legitîmate f ieid, that unimpair-
( 1.Illelt la, at uÈ wvil alwayd be founti.

""'lY''The ADtiqua1ry,' 'Guy Manner-
îof'âWell, 'The Heart of Mid-

tha, 'Rob Ray,' 01ld Mortallty,' 'The
làId f Lamnermoor,' can die only wlth
dllI nature or the English tangue.

Cnlatie 'Waverley,' 'Old Mortatity,'
th nRoy' because the Covenanter and
aaCoblte were s0 near ta Scott lu the

40tlftfl 0f has day, as ta be fairly.within
4frlof lis Imagination. Nor is there

4y fUtt ta be fourni wlth the sliglit back-
~ ~~'~"h 0fpretty recent history la 'The

o!e 01 am.nermoor,' The wveakneas
hIttIl baN been aften pointeti ont, la the

'Erraî lusipldity o! the lieroes andi
41.Ûmt The Master of Ravenswood

lo. the anly one of the lieroes
Wb1ho we mach care; and even in

tftff the Interest le rather that of

l!r1LIa1stances than of character. Eff le
ý'4' touch~es aur hearta. a nd Diana

c1nzlf barming in lier way. But
n iost part, the hproes and lieroines

lîttIe more than the figures which set
Plot in rnoti<m, anti about which the

oti&er figures revolve. This may lie ID

'ke' fasil a legacy fromn the romance

C' 1'ai.y, lu whîcli the hero coulti only
aknlght sans peur et sans reproche,
the lady couid *oniy be a queen of

i"t--ot of tlibem colourless, andi In-
Stetlng only on account of the feat of

whcbh the knlglît perforînet for the
1 FQ', sake. But It la Dot easy ta tlirow

hClaracter Into a nuniber of pairs of

alike destineti ta love, to crosses
9,,anti ta an early marriage. Scott

-ab quite consciana of the weak-
1amn a bati hanti," lie saiti, '-at

et19a hero properly ao-called, and
ýb 81 unfortunaýe propensîty for the du-

14fU& llracersofBorderers, Bucc:neers,

b1 1 oati description.", Eisewbere lie
M rogue always, lu spîte ai me.

Ont rny hero." It is of little con-
hD*UeIowever, výliat the nominal hero
lal, eo long as Marmian, Dugatti

Ytt Caleb l3alderatone, Dlrk Hat-
t4 ,ominae Sanipsan, Meg Dada, andi

r?1 %t af the characters, nomlnalty min-
d1611glt us as they do.

14 Position wblch 'Waverley' hoitis at
thanlsd of the IlIt le rather tradîtIonal

1'Utfe by intrinsic merît. This
'eau the' first of the serles, and] It

ewarld by storni. But It opeledJ
tWas~ thon a new %vorid of beauty aud

r fild af romance, the Scotch Hîgli-

atnd the fle ai the Highilandi clans.
theore ScOtt's time, people hati spoken of

"'Ihands witli a shutider, as a re--
r vI f bleak huIs. boga, anti mies, aiuld

lel- Oanderd breechless sa'vages andi
til ytF Ossian bad doue littie ta expel

l let, lu fact, Gibbon cites hlm lu con-
0f It, remarklng that on evory

oolb lie was a Scotchuin. Walter
e"trtdthe cartaln, andi the word %vas
te edat the sîglit, uot saspectlng

f1 ar' as Hîghlanti cliaractar and
S8caflceed. the às how owed a gooti

~0Uashownian. Now, the HLgh-
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latibs warma wlth tourists, andi at the
door af eacb Brltlsli tobacconlet stands
the figure of a Highlander lu fuil costume,
takea to be native, thoug l n its present
elegant fcrmi it js really the device of a
iHanoverlan taior. The f irst chapters of
'Waverley,' describing the hero's famlly
andi education, are lieavy. The structure oi
the plot is by Do menua on a level with
$cott's best. Col. Talbot la too palpable
a dieus ex machina; the pedantic learnlng
of the Baron of Bradwardlfle, thougli
amusing at f Irst, la overdone, anti the char-
actera af Fergus Macivor anti his sister are
tînge] wlth limelotirama. As ta the hero,
Scott huniuseif said cf bilm ttat lie ias a
"sneaking plece of imbecility," and that
"iîf lie hati married Flora, she would have
set hl Up upoD the chiuney-piece as (the
dwvarf) Count Borowlaski s wife used ta
do with hlm." 1-a la, ln fiact, a nanan-
tity.

Scott'fs style 15 toose and too of ten
prolix, tlîough there la always a gal
glow wlîiclî makes yaal kind ta the fanîts.
[la wrota toa nmach, andi too fast to wrIte
wlttî care and finish. The Idea, however,
that ha axteruporizeti lis matter as welI
as hie language, la absurti anti basales.
H1e teils us that ho gave days to thought
anti Invention. 0! 'Marmion,' a great part
lie sais, was composati on liorsaback.
The looLenesa andi prolixity, of course, In-
creaseti wlien lie was producing volumes as
rapidly as lie coulti ta work off lis fînancial
embarrassmentis. A third of the page
mligliL somet.mles ba struck ont with ad-
vantaga to the rest.

'Hîs6torically, Scott belangs to the era
ai the Ilevotution, and his works form a
part of the vat literature to whicli that
great stirring of thouglit and febling gave
bi-Il. But lie belougs ta the back-atream,
nat ta the cataract. The cataracte of
blbstary have thoir back-straams; that of
thà Reformation was neo-Catioliclsm;, that
of Ibat Itvolution was the conservative
rcaetîon wbich showed itself la literature
as well as in politlîa, anti makes itself feit
in the mature works of Wordsworth andi
Saut lley. The Pusayltes prîzeti Scott as
ona wlia had turneci the eyes of men ta
thizbpast. Eceleëia,,tical reactionlats, liow-
aver, coulid hardly lali Scott as a, pro-
cursor. Thera was nothlug eccleaiastical
about hlm, stili lias Nvas thoa anytlIlng
aacetlc. There wvas even somethlng de-

citledly anti-ascatlc, as the guard-room
sang le. 'The Lady of the Lake' shows.
He thouglit a boon companlon "wortli
the wliole Bernardine brooti." His pas-
sion waa for the milltary anti social, Dot.
tlI3 religions, MldtiIe Âges. Wlth hllm the
priest la Ilttla more tlîanl cliaplain ta the
knight, patterlng a liasty mass whlle
the knight's charger la ialtlng, Hie ab-
bots anl frlers ar-, jovial rathar than saint-
ly, and match atidicteti ta the flagan. Even
for the dhurci architecture lie seeins to

have hadt Do very 8troflg feeling. There Is a
faumons passage on the ruins of Moîrase,
la biis "Lay," but bis language about the

Cathedral of Klrkwall woulti have scan-
dali,ed Pugin or Newman. "The churdli,"
lit says, la sas weil fitteti up as couidj be
axpactati. Mucli o! the aid carved oak re-
mains, but witt a motley mixture of moti-
ern tieal pews. Ait, however, ils nea.t and
clean, and doffs great hoiviar ta Ulie Kirk
Set-sion, wlio maintaIn Its decency." An
(Ad churdli was to lm a place wlere
%Narrlors were -burieti. H1e car-et llttle
for Dante; mucli for Artosto. 0f, Rtoman

Catholclsmi lie spolce as ai an effeminate
andti cntemptIble superstition. This lo
the more remarkable as lie betongeti ta
the Eplacapal Cliurch of Scotland, Wh4icb
cherisheti higli Anglican doctrine and ritu-
ai ln opposition ta Its Presbytarian foe.

lni politica Scott waa a strang Tory,
liad a baud lu the lîterature, of is party,
anti refraineti during the greater part of
lia Il from actuatly mlngling In the fray
only beteuse lits party was secureiy dom-
inant. When ratiicallsm raisati iLs heati,
anti Tory prineiples were lu peril, lie came
prominentty forwarti, anti amang the a t-
.est Incidents of hie Ilta, was hie maltreat-
ment by a mob for opposiug the Reiarmn
Bilt. His revartence for mauarchy was a
religiton. H1e was overiwhelined by hie feel-
ings at the corouation o! George IV., about
as farcical a place o! pageantry as was
ever anacteti, anti lie tiescribes the wliole
performance, aspecially the embrace of
those twa particular acamps, George, IV.
anti the Duke ai York, as uaapeakably sol-
emil and inpressive; thougli an antiquary
anti a horseman, lie could nat heip observ-
ing that the champion -iab ratIer toa
muchi 'assisted," diti nat tiisplay his harse-
maughip as lie miglit, anti, lnsteati o! tha
triang:ulai' shielti o! a knlght, carrieti a
round target whlcli le cauli flot possibly
have use-i on horsabacli. Whien George
IV. visiteti Scottanti, Scott was the rap-
turous master of ceremonies, anti dresseti
up his abe-se soyert-ign In a Highlandi cos-
tume, whici lie strangely chose ta regard
as national, thougli by most QI the specta-
tors, a, Macaulay says, It would be regard-
e-i as the tiress a! a thief. H1e beggeti
as a prectous relic, the glass out af whicl
bis healtli hati beau drunk by Sacreti Ma-
jesty ln the national whiskey, and put
It iuta his coat pocket, whlch lie care!ully
hld before, hlm. Ho;wever, soan alter-
wartis, lie met Crabbe, anti la lis delîglit,
torgattlng what lie had lu lis coat-tal,
Bat tiown upoin the glass, with consequene-
as wblcli wioulti have been worse liadte
nat, inost Improparly, worn trews under
bisi kilt. How strong muet the artlet
have been ln the, man Whio, when lie 'took
ni> ls pan as a novellat, coulti completely
lay asitia poltical sentiments s0 fervIti, and
treat with Impartial sympatliy Cavalier
anti Iountiuîat, jacobite anti Whig Higli
Churchiuan, Purîtan anti Dtssenteri TIare
la not ln Scott's novais a trace of any-thlng
polemical, or aven dldactlc. Thasa who
Ilke their tleology, their palities, andi their
fiction respectlveiy neat, wlll prafer to
djrink of this Cap.

The novei-rentiers o! ta -day have become
so mach useti to the strange Cîrcean stim-
ulants to whlcl, !rom. the exhaustion o!
nataral anti wholesomLe subjecte, novellets
are fain to re6ort, that It le dotubttui
wbather tliey would be drawn back ta
Scott by an assurance o! hie eminant heal-
thineas. Eminently healthY, ho.wever, lie
le. On everythlng that lie wrltes là lm-
preoçad the cliaracter oi a true anti noble-
hearteti gentleman, eanf, thougli fot las-
tidiaus ln spirit, as weli as so sount inl
mind that wa aimait Wonder that lie
shoutti have taken to wrltlng worke of
Imagination, ID the authors o! whldhl tulere
la generafly tijlnbie somathing o! mlen-
taI or moral tilatarbanca, sonthing which
lias led them ta take refuge îr(>m the real
In the itieal. In lis caronation raptures,
anti the iioma"g whici lie Pays ta George
1Vr., langlabla as they are, there la not
a bit af tha lackey. He la slmpiy warshlp-
plng the emb)odimants ai prlnciples and ln-


