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o eﬁ‘&nd excitement prevail at Ottawa.  The gen-
% the , . ct of Mr. Osler’s cross-examination in shatter-
ogg, . “wony of the witness Murphy was at the last
g gy ar°“'“teracted to a considerable extent by the clos-
:”0 Bpeg ?lt"’“ of the witness, which was, unhappily, but
"’Nime ¥ confirmed by the confession of the person
N nme;the Chief Engineer of the Public Works
s hag 8!; It is well that the truth, even in one mat-
?"‘ht, who brought out, though the spectacle of a public
'_"%d“ the hag 8o long had an honourable reputation,
s,y Pproach of old age to quit the service in
Y for ,a Sad one, Everyone must feel a degree of
) Perley_ Indeed, were it possible to believe,
by ptel_,:pa.PEPH are contending, that the acceptance of
Mgy, 8ift, at the last moment, when it was too late
m:ge of hig (;' Perley’s J}xdgmont or action in the dis-
& y Whethe, uty, was his only fault, one might well
o Il.lercy might not be mingled with justice in
'onunding re'itllt .is Well-nigh'impossible to reconcile the
"t:ns i ﬂecz a:tlona concerning the singular run of good
o, Qallow‘*ﬂcegrmg contt.'acts, changes, increased prices,
% lho any w" etc., which came to the: ﬁ.rm of Connolly
Q\% ® Pary, of tlth any theory of impartiality and probity
by Youlg be he Chief Engineer. Were it otherwise,
qs‘_ct Wag not Unanswerable force in the contention that
. A Hecm Perceptibly different in principle from that
ngevin and other Ministers who have from
o c:pted testimonials for themselves or gifts
h ang ’th"OIIl those with whom they had business
® Bring; &t there would be positive injustice in
iq lﬁ)als go free and punishing the subordi-
ut follow the example set them. One

the :m‘li&t:ing feature of the investigation is the
pw:i:dle e&czo chief witnesses thus far produced have
® mg, n Other’s testimony in the most pointed and

"hgn l)""lie _mr. ItTor can it be said that the one has left
e!‘p"ﬂﬂmon in regard to his trustworthiness
Yy, ‘“‘d trang _The forgetfulness of Connolly touching
\liei‘e’dlncredi}?lctlonﬂ in which he bore a principal part is
‘.DDQ teog, th?. The total result is that the testimony
Teq 18 remarkable pair is valueless, save when
wever testimony or by documents. It cannot
. \Q%Sstig& io Ty that the facts already brought out in
‘ ", coupled with those elicited by the Pub-
‘Wmittee in regard to the Kingston Dock
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affair, have very seriously damaged the reputation of the
Public Works Department of the Government, not to say
the Government itself.  One natural effect is that a feel-
ing of distrust and suspicion is spreading all over the
country, This is not to be wondered at, though it is to be
hoped that the indiscriminate charges of wholesale corrup-
tion, so long and vehemently made by political opponents,
may still be found to be grossly exaggerated. But there
must ba something seriously wrong in the Administration
under which such transactions as have been already
brought to light could occur.  Nothing but the most
searching investigation of the working of the whole Gov-
ernmental machinery will now satisfy the respectable
adherents of either party throughout the Dowinion.

WHATEVER may be the final outcome of the investi-

gations at Ottawa, enough has already been developed
to set in a very clear light a singularly weak and danger-
ous feature of our political system. It is remarkable that
glaring as the irregularities, and the misappropriation and
waste of public funds may have been, very few seem
inclined to suspect that any Ministers or Member of Par-
liament profited personally by the crooked transactions.
All the evidence tending to implicate any person in either
of these positions goes to show that the misappropriated
funds, if any, were used for electioneering purposes. It
would be deplorable, though scarcely surprising, should it
be found that politiciansin high positions, while personally
incorruptible, should have been brought by the influence
of the party spirit to persuade themselves that there is
less moral guilt in accepting money for strictly party uses
from contractors and others, with the understanding that
the donors shall be recouped in business transactions at
the public expense, than in accepting similar gifts for per-
sonal uses. It is not too much to say that there is a good
deal of evidence pointing in the direction indicated—
evidence which it is almost impossible to explain in any
other way. If such facts be clearly established it may be
hoped that they will lead to a radical reform in political
methods, The mogt direct msans of bringing about such
reform would obviously be the introduction of the system
which we have often advocated, under which the expenses
of all candidates in elections are strictly limited, while an
acourate account of the sources and uses of the funds
raised must be rendered, subject to verification by impar-
tial authorities. So long as the existing state of affairs is
suffered to continue, and the success or defeat of candidates
depends very largely upon the amount of money at their
disposal for election purposes, so long the temptation to
underhand dealings with contractors and other parties
seeking Government favours will be irresistible by any
but the most robust moral natures. Still better, infinitely
better, than any merely legal device would be, of course,
the choice of none but men of the highest integrity for all
positions in the Government and in the Departments,
But the day when none but those whose characters are
above suspicion can reach such positions is unhappily yet
in the dim future. And such men, even if they could he
had for all departments, would be the very ones who would
readily submit to the most stringent regulations, as
evidence of good faith and conscious integrity.

ORD SALISBURY'’S replies to the deputations which
recently waited upon him on behalf of the Imperial
Federationists have not been long in bearing fruit. Sir
Charles Tupper has, we are now informed, submitted to
the Council of the Imperial Federation League a series of
definite proposals, as the basis of a plan for the federation
of the Empire. These propositions seem to have been
favourably received, as the Council promptly and unani-
mously decided to appoint u committee representing all
parts of the Empire to consider the proposals and to pre-
pare for submission to Lord Salisbury a definite plan for
the federation of the Empire. The brief announcement of
these facts by cablegram has naturally attracted a good
deal of attention in Canada, and further proceedings in
the matter will be followed with interest. It is, to say
the least, satisfactory to know that the promoters of
Imperial Federation have at last decided to cease beating
the air, and to bring their project to the test of an attempt
to formulate & definite scheme, The leading features of

the High Commissioner’s proposals, so far as made known
by the too brief cablegram, are the admission of the 1ligh
Commissioners of Canada, Austral-Asia and South Africa
to the Imperial Privy Council and the Imperial Cabinet,
they also to be members of the Wederal Cabinets of their
respective Colonies, and the imposition of a small preferen-
tial duty within the Empire upon foreign goods. 1t is by
no means likely that this bald outline does the High Com-
missioner or his proposals justice. As was very clearly
and forcibly shown in an article in the Toronto Mail the
other day, the first of the two proposals is beset with
difficulties on every hand. These stamp it as utterly
impracticable at the outset. Iow, for instance, on any
sound constitutional principle, could the .:anadian High
Commissioner become a wmember of the British Govern
ment without a seat in the British Parliament, or a member
¢ ;@ ¢ Canadian Government without a seat in the Cana-
dian’ Parliament? How could he have a voice in the
decisions of the former, decisions involving say the ques-
tion of expenditure of lurge sums of money, or even of a
declaration of war, without being in any way responsible
to the British tax-payer? And the same question might
be asked in reference to his relations to the Canadian
people. These are but samples of the practical and seem-
ingly insurmountable difficulties which at once suggest
themselves, and which lead us to think that the meaning
of Sir Charles Tupper’s proposals cannot have been accur-
ately given us. Woe shall, therefore, refrain from discus-
sion of details, waiting fuller information. It is hardly
conceivable, for instance, that Sir Charles could have
coolly proposed to ask two very important concessions
from the Mother Country, while offering nothing in return.
That would be a * jug-handled ” arrangement truly | To
plead what we have doneto strengthen the Empire, by build-
ing the St. Lawrence Canals and the Canadian Pacific
Railroad, as a reason why we should be excused from pay-
ing any part of the expenses of the British Navy, a squad-
ron of which we should expect to be always within calling
distance for our defence, would surely expose us to the
retors that these works were constructed for our own pur-
poses ang DOt Wwith any benevolent sim to strengthen the
Empire generaily;» an_d that, so far as military consider-
ations entered into the maliSr ab all, cur aim was rather
to make it easier for the Mother L'ountry to succour us in
case of need, than to enable us o aid the Empire on
general principles. The trade arrangémont proposed seemns
equally one-sided. We are glad to lear® from the reply to
# question in the House that Sir Charles. Tupper is acting
on his own responsibility and not under’ ‘_\.he direction or
with the sanction of the Canadian GovernMent. Yet it
is obvious that his position is such that it is likely to be
generally supposed that he represents the Govirnment in
this as in other matters. ' N

THE Minister of Justice has wisely determined to 8¢t

. upon the suggestion made by Mr. Blake at the 28t
session of Parliament, in respect to the exercise of th®
veto power, and has introduced a Bill embodying the ,
principal features of that suggestion. Sir John A, Mac-
donald, indeed, at the time intimated his approval of Mr.
Blake’s view and promised to act upon it. The essence of
the change proposed is that, instead of using the prerog-
ative of disallowance, as it now has the constitutional
right to do, without reference to outside opinion, the
Government shall take power when any question comes up
likely to be productive of friction, to go to the Supreme
Court for an opinion touching the constitutionality of the
Act which it is proposed to disallow. The question is to
be argued fully before the Supreme Court and the latter,
instead of a simple yes or no, is to give a reasoned Judg-
ment, which will be of permanent value for the guidance
of future legislation. The judgment of the Court will not,
of course, be binding upon the Dominion Government, but
it is evident that any Government which should veto an
Act of a Provincial Government which, in the opinion of
the Supreme Court judges, the Local Legislature had a
right to pass, would assume a serious responsibility. The
fact that the Governmenti will still have the option of
submitting or not submitting a given Act to the Court,
before using the veto, makes it still formally master of



