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ing, sucob could be put down by force. In France, the
majority of workei-s are paid by piece-prices, and this takes
away the sting fromt long hours of labour. But there are,
flot the less, trades where men paid by the day are over-
worked, thougli often they liave a proflt-sharing interest
in their labour. And there are other occupations where
the men working at task-tariffs demand the fixation of
the heurs of labour. The new phase of strikes in Engiand
is closely watulitd and eageriy followed by the ouvrier
class here.

Dauga's, who bas been tried for one of four murders
that lie committed, was the most complicated of indiet-
ments. At one time the case seemed ikely to collapse
owing to the very multitude of circumstantial proofs.
The accused was an ex-gendarme ; compelled to leave the
police force, hie resumed his trade of printer ; some of the
crimes lie committed while in the service, and it was
this circumstance that roused Nancy to the verge cf a
revolution. Had Dauga been acquitted, bie ran the
chance of being lynched, despite the presence of a large
military force in the town. The inhaitants waited up al
the night, tiIl nearly four o'clock in the morning, to know
the verdict, and the nîglit was severely inclement. Even
when the wretch had been sentenced to be guillotined, the
crewd nearly overpowered the cavalry to tear bim to pieces
The cuiprit's manner was odiously irritating, and full of
dexterity and tact during the trial. He was ahl but toc
much for the judge. It was the evidence of a littie girl at
the ast moment tliat decided bis fate. On the night of
the crime, she said she saw hîm before its commission,
sltting on a seat a littie distance from where she was; be
had a large iron bammer under his blouse and looked
terribly at bier. She described the liammer as if it bad
been photogrpbed. A messenger was sent to the printing
office wliere Dauga ast worked-he preferred to live by
housebreaking ; one of the four ham mers of the office-al
of a like pattern-was missing ; a second was sent to the
court ; it answered tbe littie girl's description, and fitted
into the wounds of the fractured skulls-four exbibited in
court--of the victims like a sheath. At this conclusive
proof tbe prisoner fainted.

One might conclude that the "lmurdering season " had
opene 1 in Paris, so numerous are the assassinatiens. Yet
the assassins neit to be complimented on their suspension
of work during the Exhibition. Tbe most fearful of these
crimes was by an ex-lover of a scavengeress. The latter
had a beautiful ille gitimate daugbter, so tàlented, that the
municipality was educating bier free. Sbe was thirteen,
the ancient lover bad become reconciled to tbe mother, and
while tbe latter was at work, lie violated tbe girl and
Rtranghed bier. The mother, alarrned at hier daughter not
coming borne froin scliooi, went to seek lier, and was in-
formed she bad not been tbere. Accompanied by the
lover, tliey went to the police office to signal the disappear-
ance. Two days later, tlie mother on making tlielied,
lieard something heavy fail on tlie ground ; it was the
corpse of lier lovely chld, tiîat the lover liad murdered and
piaced between the mattresses and at lis side of the bed,
where bie slept upon it for two nights.

Public opinion a few months ago was actively calling
for a new Panliainent. Now that it bas obtained its wisbes
it seems not to display the sligbtest interest in the deputies
or their proceedings. Tlie trutli is, people are tired of
politicians and their poli tics. The lielief, too, is making way,
tliat after ahI tlie Triple Alliance means peace. The occupa-
tion of Egypt by the Enghish does not rouse tlie journals
as formerly ; some influential journals are preacbing that,
pressing England to quit tbe Nile Valley, she might propose
to do so on conditions tliat France would regret, and raise
at the samne time the evacuation of Tunis. A great many
people would like to see the wonderfui Stanley set to work
to open up Central Africa to the worid's trade, by nomin-
ating liim generalissimo of a volunteer army, equipped and
paid by the British East African Cliartered Company, and
pusbing inwards from Zanzibar, witli a railway to follow
its beels.

Some commotion is taking place respecting Zola's cani-
didatesbip for admission to the Academy. That lie las as
inu3h talent as baif a dozen Academicians is not denied ;
but bis naturalistic school is not in the odour of sanctity.
TlieIl Infectionist " Scbool is the name given te bis
folhowers by their adversaries.

A souvenir of bloated armaments ; in tlie time of
Henri II. of France, a cannon tbrowing a bail of 33 lis.,
was drawn by 21 horses ; wliile a one-pounder cannon
exacted four borses.

M. Guerraz relates, that wbile Emperor William during
bis visit to Constantinople was attending the German
Churcli on a Sunday, the Englisb Ambassador, Sir William
White and bis lady, were returning frem mass ; the police
refused to recognize the Ambassador and would not let
him cross a road ; so Sir William commenced vigorousiy
wbacking tbe police with bis stick, till the German Consul
arrived and explained.-

Signor Crispi, the Italian Premier, was a political
refugee in Enghand ; in 1857 lie received a letter notifying
his father's deatb, at the sanie tume informing him, for the
firat tume, that four years previously bis motber died. HTe
wgas frustrated in bie attempt to commit suicide at tliis
double grief. His father, fearing lie miglit risk returnirig
to Naples to the funeral, purposely concealed tbe motber's
death, but informed'bis son in every letter lie wrote during
four years after lier demise, that she sent bum ber blessing
and her love, Z.

MON TREAL LETTER.

T EN yeans younger and twenty years wiser the municipalmagnates have returned from their trip te tlie West,
Tlie magnitude cf oun proposed liarbour imnprovement and
Hochielaga dock sebeme lias taken a back seat. Montreal
is now te lie the port cf the continent. Tlie council and
tlie harbour commissioners must work in barmony. The
steamship and railway companies must no longer stand
îdly by. AIl wil atrike when the iron is hot. Meantime
an official report cf the trip is being preparod, whicb will
lie duiy submitted te the public. We need enlarged canais
and iocks for the vessels now built. Our tonnage must lie
doubled, trebled. If cun protective duties bave decreased
our importations and nendered retunn freiglits fnom Europe
unstable and unpnofitable, and our through freiglit trade
is lieing tbeneliy tapped, we must--wliat î At least
thanka were rocorded and transmitted to tlie Canadian
Pacîflc Railway for their munificent invitation and cour-
tesy, and for the cordial reception and bospitality which
the magnates received from municipal and commercial cor-
porations, especially from St. Paul, Dulutb, Minneapolis,
West Supenior and Winnipeg, from the Eastern Railway
Company cf Minnesota, the St. Paul, Minneapolis and
Manitoba Railway Company, the Cliambers cf Commerce
cf St. Paul, Minneapolis and Duluthi, and froni the Win-
nipeg Board cf Trade.

la the absence cf Bis Wership seime thina went riglit,
othens went wreng. Tlie gentleman at wliose mercy we
are for our acavenging contracta liecame wearied cf liy-laws
and their petty annoyances. Securing at a low pnice seme
lots cf ]and which liad the misfortune te lie a little iower
than their neiglibours, lio is said to bave dumped into
theni seme two thousaLd loads of vegetahle matter, dis-
carded bones, antiquated fiali and dismembered poultry,
with tbe intention of levelling up for a higli pnice cf ex-
change. B ut it is evident that wbat is the finislied pro-
duct of one manufacturer may lie the raw material cf
anothen. The following morning saw a score and a haîf
of mon cf an inventive tura scraping, picking and appro-
priating the rags, bones, and nondescript sundries whicli
go te make the stock-in-trade cf a large and important
substratumn cf cur commercial fabrie. The neiglibours met
and resolved that Monsieur the lot manufacturer must bie
compeihed te remove his nuisance at bis own expense. But
tbey were ton tardy.

The management of our incorrigible and innepressible
Street Railway Company bas passed froni the banda cf the
city scavenger into those cf the chief cf police (1), and
mendiants who have been in the habit cf keeping us wait-
ing four hîcurs bave been requested te reduce the blockade
of the footpath to coeheur. Nothing, howover lias been
done in the direction cf a shelter witb Johastoa's Fluid
Beef.

The Colonial lieuse, long celelirated for the quality cf
the dry gooda retaihed under its auspices, lias given evidence
ef its business acuaien by purchasing a large bilock on St.
Cathanino SLreet, wlîere a mlammoth establishiment is lieing
constructed with modemn adaptations and increased facihi-
ties for tlie westward tendency cf its trade. The eligibility
cf the old site, witb a froatage on St. James Street and on
Victoria Square, lias sot our architectural ambition on fine.
We have, net veny long ago, erected a most extravagant
post office, but the chance cf eclipsiag it must net lie lest,
and a new post office must stand upon the envied site
vacated by the Colonial. As effect follows cause, the
Frenchi element is on the tapis te ensune that the English
reeeive ne "bobtter terma," and cemes immediately into
the field with a counter suggestion, the prcperty knowa as
Mussen's, on the corner cf Notre Dame and St. Lambert's
Hil.Il "A shell for thee, and a sbeil fer tliee ; the cyster
is thie third man's fee." It is proposed te please botli
Enghiali and French-i.e., te please neitlie-by setting
the new post office of the commercial capital cf the Do-
minion on the corner cf Craig and Coté Streets. Nobody
ever seema to dream that our post office service is cf more
conselquence than our buildinga-our poor, miserable, lie-
grudged three deivenies in a day, the firat at any odd
mark between ten and twelve, and the ast at four, which
few ever think ef using wben there is speed in the ques-
tion, and none when there is certainty, a fact which is
receiving iu.niliating proof in the iacreasing and efficient,
though expensive messenger services which are daily stant-
ing among us.

The Dominion Grey Cotton Association, witli a dezen
of nulls nepresented, lias held a meeting, at whicb the pro-i
sident neperted the state cf trade satis9factony, C.e., that tlie
stock cf cotton on band is bass than the production cf six
weoks (5,000 bales), that in erder te prevent ever-produc-
tien it is necessany te insist upon strict confonmity te the
rules cf combines as te the number cf onis in operatien.
The price -was resorved for future considoration.

In curieus cincidence wîth this action cf the Cotton
Association cernes an appeal from the Board cf Outdoori
Relief in connection with the Protestant House of lndustry,i
asking for an unusuahly genenous support in donations feri
the relief cf an unusually great demand of suffering froni
vant. That is, wben we punchase a yard cf cotton we
penfonni two actions: we pay the combine for restricting 1
the production cf cotton, and we support the mien whc are1
tbrown idie by it. The firat we cahl National Policy, and j
the second, National Philanthrcpy.1

The Medical Faculty cf McGihl Coliego bas received an
addition te its fonce in the facuhty cf Comparative Medi-t
cine and Voteninary Science. The officiai inauguration cf1
the new faculty and the installation cf the professers teck m

place in the medical lilirary, wben the Principal of tbe
University and the Dean of the Facuity of Medicine pre -
sided. The following is the professoriate of the new school:
Dr. McEacliran, F.R.C.S., V.S., Edinliurgli, Dean of the
Faculty and Professor of Veterinary Medicine and Surgery;
Malcolm C. Baker, V.S., Professor of Veterinary Anatomy J
Cliarles MeEacliran, VS., Veterinary Obstetrics and
Diseases of Cattie ; Gilbert P. Girdwood, M.D., Chemis-
try; T. Wesley Milîs, M.A., M.D., George Wilkins,
M.D., Histology; D. P. l{enhallow, B.Sc., Botany ; Jas-
Stewart, M.D., Materia Medica; W. G. Jolinston, M.D.,
Patliology.

Tlie taste for an improved architecture is growing.
Foliowing in tlie steps of the New York and Imperial
Assurance Companies, tlie Sun Company lias asked for de-
signs from Montreal, Toronto and Hamilton architecte,
and lias awarded four prizes to the best plans submitted to
tlieir referee. The building is to cost $100,000, and is
to lie erected on tbe corner of Notre Damne, Alexis and
Hospital Streets.

1On dit that Mark Twain's new book, IlThe Yankee
at the Court of King Arthur," lias received se many cold
sbouldera from scrupuious publishers in Engiand that its
distinguished author proposes te make a sojourn among us
in order te secure copyriglit. VILLE MARIE.

MUSINGS.

WHEN we recail tlie pleasant Past,
The Present toelieguile,

How of t the intervening years
Will check our joy tlie wbile.

Tbey stand like champions clad in mail,
Tbeir gauntlets on tbe ground,

In challenge te tlie reving niind,
Before it quits their bound.

Witli sorrows, cares, for swords and spearu,
Tliey guard the encbanted way

To the lest Eden of our youtli,
Wliere we would fondly stray.

And wlien tliey do net smite they frown
On Momory passing liy,

Demanding in a trumpet tone
The tribute cf a sigli.

And thus the questions cf to-day,
Ia varied cloud and sheen,

Yield as mucli joy as by-gone bliss,
Witb sucb stern guards between.

WILLIAM MOGILL.

THE ORIGIN OF THE SONNET.

U[ PON a day Apollo met the Muses and the Graces
i n sweet sport mixed witli earnest. Memory, the

grave and noble mother of the Muses, was also present.
Each of the fourteen spoke a lino of verse. Apollo began;
then eacb cf the nine Muses sang ber part ; then the tbree
Graces warbied eacb in turn; and flnally a low sweet
strain frem Memory made a liarmonicus close. This was
the firat sonnet."

Se wrete a contributor te Blackwood'8 Magazine, in
August, 1880, and so far as tangible evidence can state te
the contrary this pretty conceit may lie true, for tbe real
origin cf the sonnet is net at present known.

The derivation cf the terma itself bas been a matter cf
dispute. The generally accepted etymolegy is the Italian
8onetto, a littie sound or tune, the diminutive cf suono, a
sound or tune: the Italian verli suonare or sonare signifies
te sound or make a sound; te play upon an instrument or
to ring a bell. The latter meaning is curiousiy cennected
with another deivation, flnst offered by Henry Kinke
White, who wrote: "The name hears evident affinity te
the Italian senaire-to resound, sing anound, wbicb
originated in tbe Latin sonans-scunding, jingling, ringing;
or indeed it may come immediately from the Frenchi sonner
-te sound or ring, in which language it is observable we
first meet with the word sonnette, where it signifies a little
bell, and sonnettier, a maker cf littie bells; and this doni-
vation affords a presumption, almest ameunting te a cer-
tainty, tbat the conjecture, before advanced, that the son-
net originated witb the Provençale, is well-founded. It is
somewbat strange that these contending deivations bave
net been befone observed, as they tend te settle a question
whicli, however iatrinsically unimpontant, is curious and
lias been mucli sgitated."

On the above curions bit cf Kinke White, Mr. Samuel
Waddington bas the foilowing remark: IlWe may observe
tbat the deivatien assigned te it by Henry Kirke Wbite,
wbo suggested that it was a modification cf sonnette-a
slieep bell, cannot lie neceived as correct, as there is little
doulit that the derivation genenally accepted gives tbe true
meaning of the word, and that it is net te sonette, but te
8uono or sonetto-a little seund or strain, that the terni
owes its enigin." Mn. William Sharp dismisses the matter
thus: IlIt ouglit toelbe mentioned, aise, tliat anotber enigin
lias been claimed for the word, vîz, that it'is the Frenchi
sonnette, and that its parentage may be primarily ascribed
te the tinkling sheep-blhs cf Provençal days."

It is generalhy accepted that the word owes its enigin
te tbe It.alian diminutive sonetto ; but, anothen suggestion
baa been made. Warton says: IlThe olde8t Italian poetry
seemu te lie founded on that cf Provençe. The word son.


