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men are having with the Stevedores
and ship owners of Montreal had
probably also something to do with
the fulmination of His Grace. Iti:
an indisputable fact that the I,ong-
shoresmen in the <ty of Montreal
are paid a lower scale of wages
than is paid at any shipping port
in the United States. One woul
certainly think in view of these
things that whatever influence
Archbishop Bruchesi might have
would bhe on the side of the men
who are simply contending for the
same rights which are accorded to
men of their class in other locali-
ties, but, as is too often the case,
particularly in the province of
Quebec, we find the Prelates of the
Catholic Church wusing their in-
fluence on the side of the employer
who is oft times a millionaire as
against the struggling employee.

As an evidence of this, in the
city of Quebec a few years ago the
Archbishop of that city went s
far as to deny the rights of the
Church to men who belonged to
the Knights of Labor. So far as
the general public is concerned, the |
only reason that was known for)
this course was the fact that the
members of the Knights of Lahor
were engaged in a strike in the
city of Quebec in an attempt to
increase their wages, which in many
instances at that time amounted to
a contemptible 8 or 9o cents a
day. The inconsistency of that
course is all the more inscrutable
for the reason that at that time
the head of the Knights of Labor
was a very devout member of the
Catholic Church. That Archbishop
Bruchesi does not by any means
voice the opinion of even a small
portion of the hierarchy of the
Church is evidenced by the recent
address delivered by Bishop Spald-
ing at Peoria, Illinois on May 1st.
Bishop Spalding is one of the most
widely known Prelates of the
Church on this continent, and was
recently appointed by the President
of the United States to act as one
of the arbitrators in the recent con-
tention which existed ‘between the
miners and the millionaire mine
owners in the State of Pennsyl-
vania. In order that your readers
may see how widely diverged are
the views of Archbishop Bruchesi
and Rishop Spalding, I will ask
you to publish the following para-
graph taken from Bishop Spald-
ing’s address :—

Peoria, I, May 1.— Bishop
Spalding, who was a member of the
coal strike commission, spoke on
labor problems at the Coliseum to-
night. He said:

“I.aws are not made for the great
corporations. What a gain for the
entire world if all the humanized
men should go out.

““We have means enough: we can
do without capitalists who come
among us and live on the blood of
human beings. The cause of labor,
if rightly understood, is the cause|
of humanity.

“What labor desires first of all
is not charity, but justice. We Am-
ericans are using up too rapidly
the resources of nature and we are
using up too rapidly human lives.

“One of the greatest fallacies of
the age is that money is equiva-
lent to human lives.

““The spirit of commercialisin is
sinking deeper into us. Whatever a
man sets his heart on must in-
crease or it ceases to satisfy him.

“What we need in America is a
realization of spiritual ideas and
the realization that the best things
in life are not procured by money.
Wages are never the full equivalent
for human work.

‘““There is a quality in all men
which goes far beyond the question
of wages.

“One of the great curses of the
modern world is the vast conglom-
eration of people in large cities,
The idea of civilization is a country
with cities from 20,000 to 50,000
inhabitants. If it were not for
great cities we could do away with
the evils brought upon us by cor-
rupt politicians.

“There is nothing which can give
us relief from these conditions with
the exception of trades unionism.
The history of trades unionism is
largely the history of benevolence.

‘“The strike is the one weapon of
organized labor, but is as danger-
ous to labor as it is to the capi-
talist.”

I will venture the assertion with
all due deference to the Archbishop
of Montreal and the opinion of the
elitor of {he Northwest Review.

that Bishop Spalding’s sentiments

are the sentiments of 99 per cent.
of the members of the Catholic
Church who have to earn their

bread by their toil.

To my mind at least it ill be-
comes anyone connected with the
Catholic Cnurch to belittle labor
organizations or labor leaders. It
is a well known fact that a few
years ago an organization was
founded in the United States and
obtained great power in many
States of the Union, whose sole
purpose was to prevent members
of the Catholic Church from ob-
taining -employment, or to oust
them from all positions which they
already held. This organization
was known by the cognomen of the
“A.P.A.’ It was unquestionably
the means of either throwing ocut
or preventing thousands ot mem-
bers of the Church from obtaining
employvment. The squelching of the
nefarious work was more largely
due to labor organizations and the
leaders connected with them than
to any other cause. The Catholic
Church has always been the Church
of the Poor, and it seems mscrut-
able to me that so distinguished a
Prelate of that Church as the Arch-
bishop of Montreal should take so
decided a stand upon a question

which simply means the right ofl

people to live as they ought to
live, and the obtaining by ten, at
best, only a small portion ot the
resuits of their toil.
JOSEPH FAHEY.

EDITORIAI, NOTE.—Mr. Fa-
hey’s courteous remarks are mno
doubt very interesting, but they
have not the remotest relevancy to
what we said. We simply and sole-
ly praised Archbishop Bruchesi for
warning the faithful against “those
leaders and writers who take ad-
vantage of the slightest conflict be-
tween labor and capital to toment
discord and rebellion and to inspire
employees with hatred toward their
employers.” That is alvolutely all
we quoted from Archbishop Bru-
chesi. Not a word did wé say of
strikers or of the merits or de-
merits of the Montreal strike or ol
any other strike. There is nothing
in those words of the Montreal pre-
late which Bishop Spalding would
not heartily approve. In fact, there
is nothing in them that a respect-
able labor agitator—like Mr. Joseph
Fahey, for instance—or a respect-
able and honest labor journal would
not approve. Surely Mr. Fahey does
not take advantage ol the slightest
conflict between labor and capital
to foment discord and rebellion und

to make workingmen hate their’
emplovers.
We hold, with BiShop Spalding

and Pope Leo XIII., that strikes
are justifiable if based on real
grievances and properly conducted,
but we also agree with Bishop
Spalding that the strike is a wea-
pon ‘“‘as dangerous to labor as it
is to the capitalist.” We hold also
that not all the blame should rest
with the capitalists, and that the
labor agitators are often unscrupu-
lous and unreasonable. Fach case
must bhe tried on its own merits.

Mr. Fahey's general charge that

‘“‘the Prelates of the Catholic
Church in Quebec use their influence
on the side of the employer who is
oft times a millionaire as against
the struggling emplovees’ is not a
very formidable one. A millionaire
may be honest and just, while
struggling emnployees may be un-
scrupulous.  Canadian employers
are, we believe, much less tyranni-
cal than the great American cor-
porations against which Bishop
Spalding inveighs.

Mr. Fahey's information as to
the Archbishop of Quebec and the
Knights of Labor is not at all cor-
rect. The Knights were condemned
by Archhishop Taschereau as a se-
cret society, because they at first
refused to submit their constitu-
tions to examination by ecclesias-
tical authority.: When later on,
thanks no doubt to Mr. Powderly’s
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which was embodied in a report
drawn up by Mr. D. J. O’Donoghue
and published at the expense of the
Ontario government. But labor or-
ganizations and labor leaders must
be guided by Christian principles of
justice and equity. Labor has no
monopoly of virtue, it has its own
temptations to injustice and un-
justifiable revenge.

A ONE-SIDED PROTEST.

To the Editor of the Northwest
Review.

a

Sir,—I have before me a copy of
the Northwest Review of the 2nd
inst., in which I notice that Cur-
rent Comment leads off with a
couple of Raragraphs, supplemented
by an article written by “Woman
about Town," in a recent number
of Town Topics.

My reason for subscribing for the
Northwest Review was that this
paper was a Catholic publication,
and therefore worthy of all support
by the Diocese, both clerical and
laical, and that, as it was a paper
for the promotion of Catholic in-

English speaking people in the
i Northwest, no matter what their
nationality, that it would abstain
from any utterances therein whicn,
while pandering to certain national-
ities, wounld thereby alienate the
good will of the others. In a coun-
try like the Northwest, which is
composed of all nationalities, every-
thing should be done to foster good
will among them , and Catholic
brotherhood should submerge all

be any.

article in the Northwest Review.
In the first place such articles sow
discord among the readers of the
ipaper and many there are who—I
know [rom personal experience and
argument — either through ignor-

{whom I have shown that article
'have expressed themselves strongly
las to what they and I consider an
lunnecessary insertion of sentiments
| which, whether just or unjust, are
lof no interest to Catholics general-
fly (I use this word advisedly). I
'hardly believe, sir, that personal

‘matter, though this was the idea
:permeating the minds of a great
‘many people both Catholics and
non-Catholics, till I revealed your
identity. The formation of a na-
tionality within the British Empire
is, as 1 understand, the aim of
Canada, and such articles only frus-
trate the achievemept ol this pur-
'pose, which can only be realized by
all nationalities holding out the
hand of fellowship to one another.
As a supporter and a well wisher
ol the Northwest Review 1 aeeply
iregret these articles, because they
can do no good and may do a great
deal of harm. I know several peo-
ple who in the past have with-
drawn their subscriptions on ac-
count of utterances such as I have
referred to, and there are many
now, who are so annoyed by the
harm done in this case, that they
have resolved to withhold their sup-
Iport ‘from this paper should such
'articles continue to appear. It

influence, they did consent to thatfis because I dislike to see dissension

measure, which the Church
siders necessary, as a safeguard to
its members, and when they pru-
dently altered their constitutions
so that thev could stand that
scrutiny, the ban was raised.

In conclusion we would re-
mind Mr. Joseph Fahey that
neither the Catholic Church nor the
Northwest Review have ever belit-
tled labor organizations or labor
leaders. The most. splendid defence
of labor organizations and labor
leaders is to be found in one of
Ieo XIIl.'s encyclicals, the one
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con-|sown among the various nationali-

ties which compose this country,
and because this country will be
held back in its national aspira-
tions thereby, and because this pa-
per, which could be of incalculable
advantage to all Catholics—if they
would only give it the support it
deserves—is being damaged just on
the point of its showing great pro-
mise, that I exceedingly regret the
unfortunate incident referred - to,
and that I write—on my own be-
half and that of the majority of

the Iinglish speaking Catholics—to

tand balance in small payments to

terests and fellowship among all | cmme—

national dissensions—if there need

In view of this I deeply regret the

i will learn that Canada has already
‘enjoyed a most vigorous life during
ieight or ten generations. The an-
'cestors of the man who writes this
ance or prejudice will imbibe these?Ote settled in Qa“ada more than
articles with the same avidity with, 230 Yyears ago. W he? therefore, raw
which they would the sight of Hea-|!mmigrants from England Fhoose
ven. Catholics and Proestants toto sneer at everything Canadian we

| the mote in our own. True, this is
;a Catholic journal, none more so;

Ibias can have swayed you in thisgCheek when we are smitten; for we

i
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utter this protest, sincerely hoping
that in the future nothing will ap-
pear in this paper, either political
or national, which can do anything
but cement good fellowship among
all nationalities ana promote Cath-
olic interests.
J. T. McSHEEHY.

Winnipeg, May 6th, 1903.

EDITORIAL NOTE.— Mr. M-I
Sheehy labors under the delusion
that the Canadian nationality is
still in the embryonic state. When
he comes to read our history, he

are perlectly justified in showing
them that the beam in their eye is
just as large, to put it mildly, as

but our Catholicism does not im-
pair our sense of humor. Neither
does it oblige us to turn the other

know that Christ never meant this
for a command to be obeyed at all
times in all circumstances; He gave
it as a counsel of perfection in cer-
tain special cases; in other cases,
such as militant journalism, it does
not apply, for then the right of seli-
defence, in the interests of true pat-
riotism, is in order. This right we
have never abused with regard to
any other nationality. The North-
west Review has repeatedly bestow-
ed upon the English race more
praise, when praise was deserved,
than any other journal in this coun-
try. But praise, to be valuable,
must discriminate. The praise of
one who is not blind to faults is
worth receiving. Judged by this
standard, our comments on the
Barr colony contain no little com-
mendation, as when we spoke so
highly of English farmers and ar-
tisans and quoted Town Topics’
conviction that certain types of
women would ultimately make
“excellent settlers.”” On the other
hand, the praise of one who can
admit no fault or blemish is utter-
ly worthless.

In all fairness Mr. McSheehy
should write a similar, but much
stronger, letter to Town Topics,
the Free Press, the Telegram and
most other Northwestern papers.
We object to be singled out for a

curtain lecture, when the whole|tants, where drunkenness, crime
country is quietly determined that | jails, police and courts are: ut
it shall assimilate the new settlers, |known.”

not they it. We do not cater to
readers or subscribers of the thin-
skinned species. Touchiness is a

| R
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