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SOCIAL NEEDS.

SOCIAL NEEDS DIFFER FROM DILETTANTISMS.

A death by burning—that is a dreadful thing. .I‘he ltlres of Rldle{ a.nd
timer are reflected down the ages, and the recital is always fresh. It \\a?_
reserved for the latter half of the nineteenth century to treat t'hc:‘ l)‘urnmg o
living human beings with practical indifference. The n_mgl(:"words (f.o_mpan}]
and “accident” have done it all. Where is the accident,” when possible anc
even probable dangers are not provided aga'mst? A‘ nfgfrl‘\i)m.:‘ld'c Roadi ?’;'
Posed to subsidence, on the lately opened New Bruns\m.k\Tani\my——a‘kng:
embankment with no parapet—a purning stove, not even l_Ofl\ﬂ —a ?ms lmr
closely looked after—a jumping of the engine from the rails—a lL\‘O uuo{n ]O-
the train of cars, and a general holocaust ‘__such are the dcmt'“-mb?- tu)
modern disaster ; but the grief and shame 1, that they S‘lfo'll”(ij have u.;(:n:;
normal-—stercotyped——always more or less untrlxth.quy descri ’?' lon l]n»{rwi' Lor
through the press, and left from year to year without rcmcdv_\_'n by lt_[?ls.al (,
Provision, or in any other form. This is not civilization, nor will 1t be so rc

garded by the historian of the future. o U
\\firl{ l-efel:ntcenﬁ;o the late panic and loss of hife mn the Mu:s:‘cljl?)ll in
Liverpool, it is suggested that the problem of safe cxn}rnnypub{m 0;1 snl:}
case of fire will he partly solved by making the fcnestmt‘a‘on—jm C‘-):nlu;- 1”1,].‘1.
lance, window openings—subservient to the purpose of cxit by moveable ]..‘ rz
work below the sills, thus making many openings nto the surro‘ul)d'u.)g &lm‘u. nz:‘
those in the body of the Hall. It is simply surprising the architects have
yet developed something of this kind. ) o -
']‘hc(_)gla)t%]ty\-(l)g“\%lr:’];lld balconies in the ]’lnl;u]glp]xﬁ lcxlc.'njgf:!l}))l‘llx‘l;llq«:;rs
are exceedingly well arranged, cspccxg]ly m 'thc- st.nrmsv..s-Q{pc{{n::hil; e l‘)o‘-
and not conﬁmmicating with the interior. We knew an msurn 1}1,  in the Do
minion, with solid and clegant towers intended to be ﬁrc»pro(" ,]\\‘ utrgm ¢ door
Communicating with the interior were actually of wood and “,L sa l-rum ;k«i
nstead of slate or stone. The building was burned, the 1r‘0.n hln'l'rT l( ! n‘wd
up like paper, and property put into the towers ﬁ)r- ]J.!'OF(’.(,(I:;lI‘\\-:::c((LF ln)ntic'
Numerous points of exit are the only mechanical security 1 the case o panic.
The moral security is real enough, but hard of v;nlgngmmu.‘ cars past monthly
In Canada the Government has secured hn, some _\cfl‘r_s. pas monthly
returns of assets and liabilities from all Chartered Banks suffic lvgllll {r\! "*)nvv o
satisfy the sharcholders and the public of the actual ('(v)n(ilt‘mn .1;1:30 \l :»g o
each institution so reported on; but, as the figures "CI"’S“,‘;“ ' .ur,,:.h(;i; T)L:ill ’
usiness and give no details, there is of course the possibi uyr'ol I'L‘.ll)‘(.‘ cs‘lft
Sometimes juggled with, and p;u-tiuulur]y n l]‘.c»ll‘lzltlc.r U{l‘?l top1 }\l:)tu ‘th;'\' ‘.m.
mate being put upon certun clisses of <:rc(lu\,ws.’ov‘h.u, ‘lX "‘“ ,(f 11[11()5‘{
Included in a wrong column, debts to the hank, which .a’rvf‘.rtc‘.\ y'\;]d.w'lix.)
Rominal value, being made to do duty as good and \".’llll;\l)lL hs}t .s.” : 1 h[ m;
there may be, as the phrase is ©loo nuny cggs 0 one hasket,” and ye

8o )
glimpse of the fact be given in the official statements ; for the good reason, that
those statements deal only with the

gross totals in cach class. The latter
anger might be met by the enactinent of a posiuve law rc:str{c;ililg. the'ti?xl:::

loaned, in 211 forms, to any one firm—whatever danger thc'r:.hm'l;, it .s..om)tJ l) ‘q.l
¢ of evasion ; but the validity or truthfulness of th'c d’n-%?lﬁ('l(lsm\:l?n()‘;:::).1 ‘:{d
¢ secured by the plan of a conti.n\mus audit, such as -C‘M:;t.s‘ ,"_‘ “:)I]LH]] rcm;m

Some Municipal Treasuries. It 15 not cno.ugh Lo h.'uc.l tklﬂ" 'l:]tI)c|11y;‘(~r(it}c£l.

Jve want to know that they are truc; therefore, we neet .m’ 114\_.. the ()u‘r’ u thc.
hey cannot be certified as true \lvith(:ll.nt an nmp?‘((l:(t)lr(:]u :Zgl(l)yvgf‘]“;ci‘m;( o
aily or conti s kind. Annual audits are sc ficie ‘

congerns.wlll}tllxlt]l;cr:u::lfait that does not pretend to rcpor.t m'x)r‘\ thc ::g::::t):):ncraca:

Value of the securities is worth nothing at all. A bank Z\l‘ia}n:x.;,(;: s o -.lr‘a ll.y dto
€ controlled by his Board, with their veto power ; al](Q't]‘h'iL;iliEt, $
one when the President has a salary and special respons y.

But this
0¢s not certify the printed returns, and the labour of doing so should devolve
Upon the auditor. Such an audit wo

uld bring with it no dangerous pull)lutnyi
of which some critics are dreadfully af_mid. It wpuld_ ox?lly 11;315;}00';11;:::;(;,;tn:l
tell what ought to be told. The man intrusted wn!; |tl3lggt s ted at o
Separate general meeting of the stockho]dcrf. and'?wlu'( not tms‘t so.me.body.
Nominated by the Board of Directors. We hau.) ax\f(.;t)."." L st som e
ere it would be the Manager, for judgment; thc'l_ rcsx‘;.un;q r )
Senting the Board ; and the Auditor, for accuracy in returns

vai 3 )d acha e as :my.
l 1CS. A bank S0 \Vork{.‘d \V()Uld h.l\'c as g()( o l 1

SOBERING SOCIETY.

ask oursclves what would happen if certain
are now. It is particularly desirable

. Itis profitable sordetimes to
ulations supposed to be indispensable

Social arrangements were other than they

do 50 in the case of restrictions and r¢g liti
) R > itic as a
to the welfare of socicty. ‘There are people who regard the body po

- 2 Py l !"'

Sort of tub held together by legislative hoops, qn(*l'Who'I‘zlmf:gtmi;ntﬁgt (tl::;ting

ese hOOps were removed the tub must fall to plC-(,LS.\k d]eﬁ' < L the tub st

€ present generation many hoops have been knoc e‘k ow,:1 d_the tob s

Temains, It s possible that some others might be struc G-in{e o e
€ consequences. On the other hand there are many we

Who believe in more hoops.
The drinkin]g habitslof society are kept CO"i;‘?::lg;::grz;;s;ezgil:l:;?“a;?
Many who would put a fresh hoop on this tub- ion between drink and

an English judge enlarging recently on the obvious relation bt i 1
Crime, and issegning, wihgthe air of a man who had made a discovery in ethics,

Or, let us say, with the exultation of Little Jack Homner wher;l lt‘;eenrzlc;exi itl;‘ct

Plum from the pie, that  were England made sober, nearly a ug:all mgke
closed.” ‘This is nothing more than a truism. Two and 'tzoms suz nake

f°‘:_’- Profound as #his utterance was, the truth it embodie pe
ore,

‘ f the crime
Drunkenness is admitted on all han t of half the cri

th ren !
ds to be o P How is it to be

d. The question is,

got rid of 7 ‘That is the point ; and it would be well if something like a reason-
able and practical answer could be given to it.

Something has been accomplished.  Society a century ago was utterly given
up to drinking and hopelessly accustomed to seek a heaven on carth in the
exhilarating influence of the bottle.  All its enjovments meant drink. Even
its church festivals had no other significance. Whitsun ale was sold at the
church doors.  Easter was a time of joyous carousing; and the popular figure
of Christmas shows him as a red-nosed toper, with the flowing cup in his hand.
For centuries it was a canon that no gentleman shirked his drink,  He might
fall drunk in the midst of his guests, but that was not counted as a demerit.
The sin was that he should quit the social hoard sober. And as those in high
places set this example, it was nadurally followed Ly the masses,

That this was a curse must be felt by all right-minded men ; but curiously
enough, it has remained for us in these later davs to raise the standard of
sobricty, and to undertake the task of making society, like Falstaff, “forswear
sack, and live cleanly.” Tt was a gsand undertaking ; for a naticn is not to be
argued or cocrced out of the habits of centuries without a mighty cffort.  T'o an
extent it has heen successful, and there may be entertained reasonable hopes of
stll further progress.  That greater progress has not been made is mainly due
to the exceedingly impracticable way in which the work has heen set about.
It began in a fanatic spirit, it has been carricd on amidst the strangest incon-
gruities, and to this day the possible and attainable is sacrificed to extreme
views, to which it is hopeless to expect that effect will ever be given with any-
thing like uniformity.

To cure men of drunkenness is a noble, salutary, and Christian mission ;
to endeavour entirely to restrain them from taking drink, is not only Utopian,
but perhaps pemicious.  That wine, moderately used. is permissible to Christians
and to Jews, we believe that no one but a fanatic will deny. 11 we appeal to
reason, does not this tirade against the abuse of a thing vindicate and legiti-
mate its proper use.

Many excellent men believe that until we obtain a total suppression of the
sale of all wines and liquors, we never can get true temperance.  That is, they
say that total abstinence is alone meritorious, and (we quote their own words)
the “moderate drinker, who has never exceeded in all his We, is worse than
the most degraded drunkard”  T'o this we reply, Who are you that accuse your
brother 2 We utterly deny the truth of the assertion.  Total abstinence is not
possible in a free nation, and even when established as a religions dogma, has
failed to produce the benefits which you assert will flow from it.  Look to the
Mohammedans and Hindoos ; are they models of prosperity and virtue ?  Yet
they drink water alone.  Louk at jolm.Wcslcy and Johin Howard, and hundreds
of other names on the glory scroll of history ; did not they use wine ?

Do not attempt too much ; total abstinence is a very fine thing, but you
can't have a nation of total abstainers, and those who rely on everybody be-
coming wise enough voluntarily to take the pledge, are as chimerical in their
ideas as those who expect a Government, which derives so large a part of ity

income from the sale of intoxicating drinks, to set about an attempt to make

people sober by Act of Parliament.

In this, as in every other case, it is necessary to remove the cause of the
evil, if the effect is to be got rid of 5 and this must be done in a practical
fashion. The era of banners and badaes has had its day, they have heen tried
and found to be no more effective in dealing with the great bulk of the evil
than was Mrs. Partington’s broom in withstanding the mrush of the Atlantic,
Something else has now to be tried, and it must be done in a manner consonant
with the needs of the case.  But it must be set about rightly, and in a fashion
different from that with which our bopes have been mocked for the last quarter
of a century. ‘The mistake has been in attempting too much.  To preach the
doctrine of total abstinence, and to hope to enforce it by legal enactments, is
simply to invite ridicule and bid for opposition.  We shall never be a nation of
water-drinkers, that is certain ; and it is the height of folly when enthusiasts
denounce the partial abstainer as warse than the drunkard,  To aim at forcing
the whole population into sham Templarism, is to grasp at the shadow whilst
losing the substance. What is needed is to convince the people of the desira-
bility of temperate habits, and to give them the opportunity of practising them.
The first as an appeal to growing intelligence is not ditficult, the second is the
practical work to be taken in hand. 'Those appalled at the drunkenness of the
day should consider that all the conditions of modern life, especially in cities is
artificial,  If we all followed pastoral pursuits, had plenty of fresh air and
exercise, wholesome food and pure water, worked reasonable hours, and had
fair recreation, kept Nature's hours, and yet had ample sleep, the need for
stimulant would hardly arise.  But thousands huddled together in large towns
enjoy none of these advantages. “The air is vitised. Occupation is for the
most part sedentary,  Exercise is limited and the blood flows thin and cold.
Food is doubtful mn quality, and the water frequently poison. Long hours
entail wear and tear, which is not made good by sound, protracted sleep. These
and like conditions beget a craving for drink, not for its own sake, but for the
momentary sense of life and health which follows it. We do not here jo into
the question whether it is well or ill that such stimulant should be taken—we
only say that it is in the nature of things that it should be, and that it always
will be, unless the conditions be altered. Can the Legislature aiter them. Well,
it might do much. It might, at lcast, break down the monopoly from which so
great a portion of the revenue is derived, and so open up the way to a whole-
some competition for the supply of the public requirements. What is the use
of a Bishop signing the pledge as an example, whilst the Government licenses
a saloon at the corner of every street, takes toll from it as a chenshcd. mono-
poly, and fails to put in force any satisfactory supervision over what is sold.
The whole thing is a farce. o

What the nation wants to get rid of, is not drinking, but drunkenness. The
man who takes his glass of wine or of good ale may be as good a citizen as the
total abstainer. What guarantee has he of the quality of what he may obtain
at any licensed house?  This should be a part of the business,of the Govern-
ment. ‘This would put an end to half the evil. The other half might be met
by the temperance people themselves, if they would give up their processions,
and badges, and medals, and unite with a will to improve hqmes, and work-
shops, and provide comfortable refreshment houses in which innocuous drinks

and more than half the misery in the lan
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