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PROVINCIAL SPOUTING APPARATUS No. VII.

1. Taxes ox KNOWLEDGE.

Hlore's o villain, ha has a book in his pocket.—Jack Cade.
Fuat 3 tex of ton per ecut on it.—Galt.

The only portion of the unfortunate tariff which it
concerns us to nolice, is the inexcusable imposition
of ten per cont on- books and periodicals. It i3
really monstrous that in & country which has no
important literature of its owo, and which is there-
fore almost wholly dependent on foreign countries
for its knowledge, tho cause of ignorance should
find an advocate in o (inance minister. No interest
will be protected by the imposition ; the trade unan-
imously oppose it, and 2l intelligent men regard it
25 8 most injurfous device. The mere amount of
the tax is not so great, though the customs’ charges
and the extra'profit booksellers will requivo for their
trouble, will increase it ; it ia of tho inconvenience
ind delay whick will be caused, and tho check it
must pecessarily give to the trade, we most com-
plain.  This attack on literature appears the more
wonton as ten per cent has been takea of jewellery,
Ihod whiskey remaing ag before. The dandy's rings
jand cbains are (o be admitted free, foreign whiskoy
is 10 bo poured upon us as before, but tho means of
clevating the mneses and fosiering a literary taste,
are to be subjected to & dyty. In addition to this,
tho postage on newspapers is to bo re-imposed by
that elegant litterateur, the P. M. Geoeral. It scems
asif 8 general conspiracy against intelligenco and
education, had boen entercd into by tboe Govern-
ment. Let Mr., Galt double the rates on spirits, if
ho pleases and do what he likes with paste rings
and foppish trinkets, but we solemnly protest againat
a Qade and Dogberry crusadeagainst tho moraland
intellectunl culturc of ke people.

il. Oov. Prince’s BirL,

Wo see that tho Leder has made a grateitous at-
jtack upoa the Hon, Col. Prince for ono of the most
ugeful and necessary measuces over inlroduced in
Parliament~that to prevent the carryiog of deadly
{weapons. I interference was ever called for with
any social evil, jt isin this case.

The cowardly Spaaish and Awmerican system of
Billack by keives and revolvers, isrepugnant 10 our
B3ritish feclings, and the importation of it within
$lo last fow years, is rapidly reduciog our Province
fto the degrading state of New York, Washington
nd New yileans. The Colonel -bas, with the true
{Eeclings ot an Englishman, sct his face against the
freacherous practice. The Leader sayathat becauge

be i3 opposed to interfere with a man's right to cat
and drink what le pleases, therefore he is notto
elield himself and otuers from kuives nad pistols.
Wo fail to sco tha logical connection between the
cages, much less the jnconsistency of the hon. gen-
tleman. If he be inconsistent, tho Leader is nlso.
It is opposed to the Maine Law, but it would, we
suppose, hardly sanction cruelty to animals, Yet
if @ man may drink and kill himself, ho may sarely
set dogsto fight, and cut horse's tails off when he
owns them. According to the Leader’sown ehowing
if you are notto probibit the first, you have no
right (o interfere in (he last. Who is consistent?
“Try moral meaus” with the man who bas a concenl-
ed weapon. That means, we suppose, say (o overy
rough looking man you meet—“I don't koow
whetber you ecarry o revolver, but if yon do,il's
very wrong.” And when a man in onger or drink
draws a pistol upou you, you are to request him to
stop tll you produco scriptare authority agaiast
murder. The men who carey koives aod fircarms,
are the very creatures who have flung off all moral
restraint,and whoin wearing them, ipso facto declare
themselves moral out-laws.  The objection that par-
ties are procluded from carrying them when threat-
cacd, shows that the editor never read the bill he
criticiges.

11I. PieceMEaL LEGISLATION,

We can understand the position of men who ad-
vocate the Maine Law; they are opposed to the en-
tire traflic in intoxicuting liquors, aud they bave
perfect right to impress theie opinions ou the legis-
lature. We fail, bowever, to sco the sengo of that
four hours a weck prohibition, wbich is never at-
tempted in the legislature. We say four hours, be-
cause the Sunday Jiquor traflic is very properly for-
bidden nlready, and the only effect of the bill Is to
close taveras from seven to cleven on Saturday ove-
nings. .. Now i not this wreiched system of picce-
mesl morality absurd in the extremo? The mover
of the bill in the House, said that ho thought the
liquor traflic should be stopped. Well then let us
lLave an honest bill to abolish it ; but where in the
nams of commou ‘souse ia the utility of trying to keep
men sober four boura out of 1447 We suppose the
next measures we shall have, will be these :—

An act to close taverns overy other dny 80 as to
provent sprees from being prolonged over 24 hours.

Ao act to prevent deinking after collego or law
society examinations. :

An act to abolish quart pois and to subjtitute
piots.

An act to limit the strength of hot whiskey {og-
dies.

The whelo thing is absurd, aad as far as thisact
io concerned, it sbould be called #An act to provent
the labourer from gotling & glass of beer afior bis
weck’s worle.”” It is purely aclass meaguro, & poor

| man’s £ur hours’ Maine Law, .

VOLUME II.

This day Tue Grumerer dedicates the first pum-
ber of the second year of his reign to his dear friend
tbe public. , This day twelve months wo were born ;
and we had gearcoly felt the throb of life within us
cre wo wore halled by the universal voice of Upper
Canada ne nothing more nor less than the rool
cbieese. This day twelve months we unfolded to
1he delighted gaze of ihe public of Canadn a plan
by which we hoped to work out mauy reforms, so-
cial and moral ; and this day wo confidently appeal
to the public to bear us out in saying that so far we
have not swerved from the task wo tbhen undertook.

Tow much of the labour of love has been ac-
complished it would take up too much space to tell
the story if we were egotistical enough to do so. Wo
will not, therefore, dwell on the good we have effected
or attempted to do. We will not enumerate the
roany members of Parliament into whose hearts we
have driven, if not n tiay spark of senso, at least a
wholesome dread of talking nonsense; nor tell of
the many empty babblers whom we have snuffed
out of existence—or the many social evils wo bave
excrcieed our wit upon. We have not brought
about a millennium, wo are awaro; for there aro
wmany incorrigible wrotches whom neither Gerco do-
nunciation nor bitter irony will deter from, at all
times, making fools of themselves; and thero are
maoy moro 8o steeped in gin and blesched in ini-
quity that they aro Lardened beyond the power of
our charming. Wo can only pass sentence upon
their ovil designs and wicked macbinations, nnd
leave tho public to carry that scntence out.

Since our advent into lifo wo have had to drop
tears of regret on the untimely graves of many
bautliegs whom our success forced iuto oxistence.
We bolievo that one or two weak-minded chickens
of our berd ctill stagger along the h:ghway of lifo.
But generally speaking, lack of patronage has
proved fatal to our progeny. For odrsclves, We aro
happy to say that we are fiourishing, and sbail con-
tinuc to flourish, and although the great lakes may
be dried up, and the Colonist become a sensible
paper, yet we shall exhibit no warks of decay.
And when perbaps somoe traveller from Now York
shall, in the midst of & vast solitude, take his stand
on a broken arch of tbe Don Bridge, to sketch the
ruing of Nordheimer's Buildings, we shall be found
in o back cellar, under the ruins, writing editorials
for THE GRUMBLER. .

°

The Gowans Bills.

——The House occupies ilgelf at intervalg in
throwing out the little bills introduced bty “the
bore"” pre-cminent. To say that the rejected meoa-
sures havo provod ontirely fruitless would bo wrong
in the faco of the six dollars which Lbo ‘¢ indepon-
dent” author hay received for every day wasted in
discussing them, 10 say nothiog of the opportunity
they have afforded for a glorious display of Gowan
and buncumbe.



