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'l‘m?ominent position occupied by Mr.
Cartier for six years as a Cabinet Minister,
four years as Premier of the Provineial
Government, and since May, 1862, ag leader
of the Lower Canada Opposition in the
House of Assembly, will recommend his
portrait to public notice, and this biographi-
cal sketch to all readers who care to be in-
structed in the history of Canada; for this
eminent representative of Franco-Canadian
interests made his advent as a politician at
a critical conjuncture in Provincial events,
namely, in the agitation immediately antece.
dent to the rebellion of 1837 and 1838.
George Etienne Cartier was born on the
6th of September, 1814, at St. Antoine, on

the Chambly river, in the
county of Vercheres, Lower
Canada. The descendants of
the nephews of Jacgues Car-
tier, the famous_gea Captain
of ‘St. Malo, France, and
navigating pioneer of the
French colonists in Canada,
settled and have long resided
in Vercheres; consequently
it may be fairly presumed that
the late Prime Minister in
the Cabinet which was known
as the Cartier-Macdonald go:
vernment is descended from
the stock of the first European
explorer of the waters of the
St. Lawrence. The grand-
father of the emineat gentle-
man, whose memoir we are
ahout to write, was Jacques
Cattier, an enterprising and
successful merchant. He was
one of the first. representa-
_tives of the county of Ver-
cheres after the concession of
representative  government
by the Imperial Act of 1791,
but the county was then
named Surrey. .
George Wiienne Cartier
was educated at the College
of St. Sulpice in the city of
Montreal, an institution
founded in 1773 by the Semi-
uary of Montreal, whichisan
Lcclesiastical ¢ orporation
possessing large reveaues de-
rived from el estate within
and ‘around that beautiful,
wealthy, widely und rapidly
expanding city —the commer-
cial aud tipanciul emporium
to the growth and wealth of
which all Canada West is
contributing. At St. Sulpice
he went through a regular :
College course of education
forei zht years undevthe eccle-
siastics of the cstublishment,
On leaving College he stu-
died law in the office of the
lute Mr. . B. Rodier, a lead-
ing member of the Montreal
bar und at one {ime 2 member
of Assembly. In 1835 Mr.
Cartier commenced praetico
in Montreal, DBy energy, as-
siduity, severe and contiuuous
labor, he succeeded in be-
coming the central figure and
worker in an cxtonsive pro-
fessional practice, Batthough

beginning in 1835 he did not rise high
in his Prot’ession until o disturbing, stormy
interval, that of the rebellion of 1837-183€,
had come and passed away. In Mr. Lind-
sey’s Lifo and Times of William Lyon Mac-
Kenzie, a list of Lower Canadians, for whose
apprehension rewards were offered, includes
the name of E. E. Rodier, with whom the
subject of this memoir studied law ; but not
Mr. Cartier's own name. Yet it has
been frequently stated that he was one of
the ‘exiles’ who for a time absented them-
gelves from Canada. When he Liad hecome
Prime Minister and Attorney General, and
Mr. William Lyon MacKenzie had returned
from ‘exile’ and was amember of the House
of Assembly, sitting in Opposition,the some-
times rominded that minister of the differ-
euce of price at which thoir heads ware once
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officially valued in the Governor Gencral’s
proclamation ; Mr, MacKenzie's head at four
thousand dollavs, Mr. Cartier’s at only four
hundred.

In 1848 Mr, Cartier was first elected to
Parliament, succeeding the Hon. Mr. Leslie
in the county of Vercheres, who had been
appointed a crown member of the Legisla.
tive Council—the Canadian House of Lords,
Mce. Cartier continued, by several rencwals
to be member for that county until 1861,
when, at the general election, he contested
the east section of Montreal c¢ity with Mr,
Dorion, leader of the extreme demoeratic or
red French porty, and defented him. He
had contested Montreal in 1857, unsuccess-
fully, while being clected at the same ¢ime
for Vercheres, his supposed object being to
split a sufficiency of votes to defeat the Hon,
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Luther Holton, in which effort of partizan
strategy he succeeded. .
Mr. Cartier's connection with official polit-
ical life dates from January 25th, 1856. He
was made Provincial Secretary in the minis-
try of Sir Allan MacNab and Sir Eticune
fache. Then when Sir Allan had retired,
and the Cabinet had become the Tache-Mac-
donald ministry, Mr. Cartier on 24th May,
1856, succeeded My, Drummond as Attorney
General BEast.  In November, 1857, he took
the leadership of the Lower Canada scction
of the government, Mr. John A. Macdonald
taking the office of Premier, and their Cabi
net being termed the Macdonald-Cartier
ministry.  On the 5th of August, 1858, the
Brown-Dorion ministry having held office
two days and been jostled or jockied' out of
it by meons which were certainly not consti-
tutional, nor consistent with
that responsible representa-
tive government, to obtain
which “liberals’ and ‘reform-
ers’ had rebelled in 1837,
the cabinet was reconstructed
on its returp to office, as the
Cartier-Macdonald ministry.
That lasted until the adverse
vote on the Militia bill, led
by Mr. Sandfield Macdonald,
26th May, 1862.

In 1858 M. Cartier visited
England and was the guest of
Her Majesty the Queen at
‘Windsor Castle. On the ar.
rival of the Prince of Wales
in the St. Lawrence in July,
1860, this gentleman who is
at once poet and Politician,
and can sing as well as make
a apeech, led off oue of his
songs on board the royal flag
ship, the chorus of which was
given with fine effect by all
hands, the Prince included—
asopg smooth in versification,
simple, sweet, and set to gooci
music—‘La Claire Fontaine.’
The man who can find delight
in composing the words and
music and in singing such a
song us that, has something
in himn more exalted than the
abilities requisite to lead and
plot in the tricks and trapsof
political party faction.

Mr. Cartier assisted Lo car-
vy bills for making the Legis-
lative Council elective; for
secularizing the Clevgy Re-
seives in Canada West, and
for extinguishing the Seiguoic-
rial Tenwes in Canada Bast,
In 1836 he framedand canied
a measure for the establisk.
meat of three Novmal schoo's
in the Lower Province; and
in the next year the Laval
Noomul school at Quebee,
the Jacques-Cartier aud Me-
Gill Norma! schools at Mon.
treal, were in practical ope'-
ation. Tn 1857 he introduccd
and carried & measure to pre-
vide for the codification of
the proceedure and civil laws
of Lower Caunada. In tke
game session he framed and
carried a bill to change the
system of judicial centraliza.
tion, which in that long ex-
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