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lin is clenied the most important disci-
pline of civil life. Its benefits accrue
at every turn, not only in deportment,
and physical inmprovement, but in deter-
mining tlie mental attitude on important
questions. Ail military discipline incul-
cates the spirit of obedience, of consid-
eration, and of compromise. It is a foe
to seifishness and develops as nothing
else can tbat spirit of aitruism whicb is
of the age. Hitherto the greatest foe
to military training bias been trades
unionisni, which enter'tains tbe mistaken
idea that because the military, and even
the regular soldier, were liable to be
cailed upon to queil clisorder ini connec-
tion with strife tbey were necessarily
enemies of labour. MVore eniightened
couinsels already prevail, and arc leading
to the general adoption of Lord Roberts'
view tbat the duty of a true patriot is
firÈst to bis country and after that, may
be, to bis ciass. Tbere is littie doubt
that Lord Roberts' message xviii sink
dleep into the biearts of ail loyal Cana-
dians and will strengthien the hands of
tbose wbo are labouring for efficient
miilitary service, as the first step towardis
defence of the Empire.

The civilized xvorld lias
The Fernie been stirred by the recital
Fire. of the gre at catastrophe

xvbicbi overtook Ferme a
shor't tunie silce, a catatstropbe so over-
whec]rniiig tluat wh'ile tbe loss of life is
lbappily nominal, tlie loss of property
runis ilito more millions than cati yet be
estimated, andi the angulisb and suifer-
inglc arc such as caninot be expressed in
\\ords. In a few biours seven tbousancl
p)eole wcre reiidered lioniess and ai-
Most peniniiess. EvNcr\. life wvas iu dan-
g*cr andi oniv by' tie exer-cise of the miost
SIPIlnl(l coUrag-Dc wvas a bolocaust pre-
vented. This al hpce a few 'veeks
ago* Clnld at the moment of wvritinig every
iperson bas been adcjuýateiv supplied with
food and clotbiing, telmiporarNv shielter
bias been afforcicci. and more 'tban one
litindrc( ibouises are unider* construction.
I-k11 lias flowecl iu fromn every part of
the woil., ýani apart fromn th e loss of
life it is biard1ly possible to regret tihe
other coniseqtleices of the fire in view Of
the nmagnificent object lesson afforded

botlî by the people of Fernie then-selves
and by the thousands who have rushed
to their aid. Tiiere rnay be rnuch to
deplore ini Canadian public life, but how
far the cankcer xvorm is frorn the heart
is well iliustrated by the promptness and
fulness of the response of th-e whole
country to tbe dire need of a little
westernî town buried between the ranges
of the Rockies. No finer exemplifica-
tion of courage and optimism lias ever
been recorded nor any wider display of
practical sympathy. That country is ail-
riglit which can produce citizens of the
calibre of those who fought an over-
whelming forest fire at Fernie. The
name of thieir city destroyed and that of
tlîeir city already rising f ron smoking
embers will be engraved in eternal brass.

Tue highest fiuîaicial auth-
Reviving orities ini Canada unliest-
Trade. tatingly declare that trade

is revîving. WThen such
meni as Sir Thomas Shauglînessy,
MVr. Byron E. Walker and Mr. Robert
M e i gien agree to any financial proposi-
tion theWr conclusions may safely be ac-
cepted. Mr. Waiker, who, is ini a sense
tbe greatest financial expert of the tlîree,
aiîd possibly the higbiest banking autbor-
ity in Canada, states that by the first of
tbe year money xviii be easy, anîd that
fromn that timne on nothing is necessary
to ensure prosperity but economy and
caution. The evidences of inîproving
tracle are not far to find: they consist in
constantly increasing transportation re-
turns, numerous enquiries for invest-
ments, and the optinuistic spirit etigeil-
dered by the certainty of a good crop.
Sir Tbomas Sbiaugb-nessy pointed out re-
cenitiv that the period of depression il,
raiiwav circles biad passed, anci tbat each
niontb hereaîfter wvou1d show an imiprov-
iiin argin between gross and net re-
tuil'ls. Mr. C. MV. Hays, the Geiîeral
Maniager of the Grand Triunk, speaking
at the annuai meeting of the shareholders
WTbel the dividenci on ordinary stock liad
to be passed, stated that for somne months-5
past the returns of bis Company had i-
l)roved rapidly, and the latter part of
the current year woTuld show up much
better than flie former. Iîcreased acti-
vity is observable ini ail our inclustrial


