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THE TRUE WITNESS AND CATHOLIC CHRO

v e youns woman, do oot
J east.? insisted the young yroman, " 00
fall’ﬁ)ttlelish:m it 15 Gellia, the mife of-Misitius,
whe wishes to have a secret nterview-with .

"This 15 very important.’ E : .
+ He shall be told,” rephed doggedly the bag,
‘ anel in the face of the little
and she closed the panel in ac! _
matton, whose name we now kuos.

Gellia, wore than dissatisfied with this recep~
tion, rao dowa the marble steps as rapidly as she
bad sscended them, but mstead of returoiog the
way she had come, she took the road whick ran
pear the Flaminws  Circus, passed Pompey’s
theatre, and stopped oply when she reached L,Se
Tiber, between the Jamculum bridge end the
Vatiean or Triumpbal bridge, thus camed, be
cause it led to the wide and long streel through
which triumphers ascended to the capitol.

The shore of 1he river and the vast plaw de
pending of the Campus Martis, used as 2 race
course once a year, presepted the most extra—
ordinary spectacle when Gellid arnved.

Through the dense fog cccasioned by the
damnpess of the weather, the eye could discover
the dun forms of tbree or four bundred women of
all randitions, who, singly or 1D groups Were per
forming the most siogular exercises. Some, ae-
scending near the nver’s e(.!ge. with their long
bair loosened, plcnged 10 their keads three times,
rotwithstanding the icy coldness of the water.
Others,—anl they were the most numerous—
raising their garments as bi
on the bard ground and pamnfully dragged them-
selves forward, beatig their breasts, and invoking
the gods aloud. Thew kaees, tora by the shacp
pehbles, left bloody tracks on the sand ; some
would fall, exbsusted and famt, but gathe.rmg
new courage, they would resume lherr paioful
task watil the whole distance was .accampllshed.

Gellia, wmith her habitual wivacity of manner,
went straight to the Tiber and d:p[_)ed ber band
n the water. She withdrew it quickly, making
a very wry face, disappownted 1 findiog it so
cold. But the httle woman bad made up her
miud and would not be deterred by so triflng a
mratter. She took off her veil, aod ber raven
Elack hair fell loose on her shoulders; she shook
off ber impldviatum and remamed protected only
by her regilla, an animated copy pf the statue of
alarm®d Modesty. Then, koeeling on the mar
g of the shore she resolutely dipped her head
three times.

The ablution ended, the little matron drew
from her pocket a snow-white weolen towel and
carefully wiped ber face and her long hair, which
she smootbed with a sbell. comb, consulting at
tentively a emall muror of polished steel. Sa-
tisfied with the examination, she resumed Ler im
pluviatum and ber veil. But this was ot all.
Raising slightly her regilla, she now koelt on the
sand 1 the rear of the loog file of pemtents and
proceeded to imitate them in the performance we
ave already described.

All these matrons were °penitents’ of the
Archigallus aud o'ker priests of the temple of
Tsis, fulfilling the penalties prescribed by them.
Gellia, ope of the most devoted, had come to
pecform the double penaace 1o order to hquidate
ber debt entirely before calling on the Archi-
gallus, Juvenal bas described the mysteries of
1sis. He will be our guide 'ia our visit to the
temple.

Women alone were admitted into the sane-
tnary, where the priests are assembled around
the eltars of the goddess. )

In the centre of the sanctuary there was a
statae of Isis standing on the terrestrial globe,
with this 1scription :

¢T am all that had been, all that s, ali that
will be,?

Oa anather altar a silver serpent was repre-
sented, entwined zround a leafless tree.

Acre not the words of (his inseription the same
spoken by Jebovah from the burning bush in
Horeb? And is not this serpent-a reminiscence
of that shown by Moses to the people in the
wilderness ? .

But discordant sounds fill the sanciuary. The
priests (gallii) are utteriog frantic yells and
beating theirr drums or clashing tkeir cymbals.
Some swimulate madaess ; others in prey to a real
phrenzy, bruise theic limbs and tear their flesh:
Tke Archgallus commands silence, and every
noise is bushed, Ile raises his voice and ad.
dresses his feminine audience,

He threatens with the mnst dire calamities
those who will remain 1ndifferent to his warnings
or rebellious against s counsels. The only
means of avoihog these fearful evils 13 to pur.
chase forgiveness by offerings or tosubmit to ex-
pralions. .

He pauses and the horrible noise is renewed,
the phrenzy of the priests becomes uncontrolla
ble. Again be commands silence, and speaks:

¢ Who 1s she, who bas violated the sacred pre-
cept and bas failed to observe the cobsecrated
days ?’ exclaims the Archigallus in a solemn
voice. ¢ Let her accuse berself and implore for-
giveness .. ..

He points at the siver serpent, and, O wor-
der! the reptile moves, its mouth opens, its eyes
Bash,

¢ Is there no woman here who bas transgsessed
the rules and who wisbes to be pardenéd ?

‘This second 12vitation 13 received 1o silence;
the assemblage seems struck with stupor. At
last & woman makes a s:ign, and moves towards
the Archigallus who basten to meet her. He
leans towards her and she whispers in his ear the
story of her faults, Then, the Archigallus leads
hec to the altar, and both kneel before the silver
serpent,” The eyes-of the priest are filled with
tears, Lis hps speak words of supplication. He

. implores forgiveness for the penitent at Iis side.

He then rises and annonnces in a=loud veice
that an offering will be made and a severe pen-
‘ance imposed: A priest brings forward the gifts
presented by the repentant woman, -They con-
sist 1o a.fine goose and large, flat cakes of a
rovaded shape. The Archigallus presents these
gifts to the serpent. He declares that the peni-

ent shall thrice.plange her head imto the eold
water o./the Tiber curing the early hours of the
day ; or that she shall craw! round the Campus
Martis on her bare koees ; or, even if Ius or-
derst; she sball go to the confines of Egyppt, in
the ssland of Meroe to brmg back water from
the hot and salutary springs, which shall be

gh as the kuee, koelt

#

poured into the temple. ~All’ thie “priests Join'ia
supplieations to- the divinity to fook lepiently upon
the - faults redeemed by repentance- a.m!_v.l‘ﬂ_o‘\!s
gittss  The serpent, which has'rerpnmed long
motionless, moves at last 1ts bead in tokea of
pardon.. Lo

Such, at Jeast, is the interpretation givgn 0¥
the priests to a slight motion of the serpent’s
bead towards the prostrate ‘woman, . They sing
+To, To !” and utter cries of tromph, )

The Archigalius proclaims that the dlvu‘ut)rv is
satisfied, provided the penance inposed is ful-
filed, o
" The example of this repentant matron is fcl-
lowed by otbers, and the same ceremoay s re-
peated again and again, Each woman histening
to the Archigallus as if Isis herself epoke, and
believing herself fully pardoned provided she ful-
fils her penance. ) )

We shall now return to the lively Gellia. Toe
pretty hitile mation could see no _belter way to
while away time than a little shopping excursioo
amoug the fasbionable establishmenls of the
i Septa Juhia.> The hour appownted to meet the
Archigallus finds her thus pleasantly eapaged.—~
She burries off to the temple,and knocks once
more at the door with the sliding panel.

The beavy steps are again heard, and Eno
thea’s ugly face sbow itself in the aperture,

¢ Enothea,” icquired Gellia, © the mysteries
must be ended, and Apollo 15 doubtless wailing
for me 7’

« Come 1w, repled the old woman, with ber
accustomed roughness,

(To be Conlmued.) .

THE LAND QUESTION OF IRELAND.
(FROM TIME3 FPECIAL COMMISSIONER.}
No. 12. .
MULLINGAR, Sept. 14,

The lioe from Athloas to Mullingar rung along 8
district of poot uplands, here ~nd there dotted with
country seats, but with bardly a single feature of in.
terest. Asyonapproach thelittle capital of Westmearb
the characier of the landacave improves; you pass
gome of the rich pastures for which the comaty i:
justly famous, and the scene Wears a more civiliz:d
agpect. Mullingar, placed slmoat on the frontier of
an outlying tract of the old Eaglish Pale - the theatre
of many a fierce encounter between the Normsp
gettlers and the Celtic tribes—was once a place o
considerable importance; it had its soversigo, buar-
gesses, and corporate rights; but these have become
things of the past, a8 well ss the remajos of its
ancleat castle and cof its celebrated religions bouses.
The town i3 little more than a village of slate bouses,
runping into mud cabins, commanded by a large
military barrack, and overlroked by its Protestart
and Uatholic cherches; yet, though it has nore-
markable faatures, its recent history is mot unin
teresting with reference to the Laud Question of
Ireland. Twenty yeara ago Mallingar seemed ag if
smitten with moulderizg decay. It bad tbe look of
baggard poverty ; its slovenly ways And rickeity
faneea w-re notable for their squalor and dilapidation.
Small ag the place cow 18, the main street and its
shops have gecnorally a rather thriving appesrance
You see plenty of new gilding and paint; there are
numerous residences of recent boilding, and though
the neighbourbood is parely sgrical:ural,.and 1ts
local bugizess hag not much increased, few country
towns, [ believe, in Leinster have Iately shown more
pigns of improvement. The reason of the charge !
canpot d ubt is an siteration in the local coonditions,
and in some degree the gocial influences nnder which
the town now maintaios its existence. Until not
long sgo Mullingar wss held ucder & middleman’s
grant from the Granard family, and as neither the
mesge nor the chief owners bad the power of making
long leases, no sscurity could be obtained for build-
ing, aud stagnation and ruin were tie conszquenco
The process, however, of the Landed Estates Coart
gwept away these mischievous fetters of tenure; and
tbe zew proprietor, Colonel Grevilie Nugeat, being
able and williog to give leases of long duretion
oo favorable terms, the town bas not been slow
to revive, and has in a few years made very rapid
progress,

Westmeath beiug for several reasons an importans
county a3 regarda the Laad Question, I have visited
maoy parts of it. This great midland tract, that
extends from the plains of Meath to the banks of ke
Shannon, compriges a large portien of the wateraked
of Leinater, and preseats a strange diversity of
features To the nerth it is ridged by coatinuous
hille, for the most part of thin and light eoil, with
occasionaliy fertile valleys between, inhabited gener-
ally by o rather poor peagantry, The centre, pamed
by the fancy of the Qelt ‘the Land of Waters, is
largely oceupied by a succession of deep 2ad broad
lakes, from which sluggish rivera uncoil and descer.d
s'owly to the Boyne and the Shanmon. This is also
1 epota 5 hill country, but it wsuslly expands iato
broad plains, here snd there broken by turf mosges

‘[ or swelling 10to gentle eminences, but often stretch-

ing into vast green flats that at intervals, especially
aloag the courses of the streams, form wagnificens
pastares. ‘Thisis the general character of the lands-
cspo from the summit of the cone of Kaackeyan,
from which, it is said, on & clear day you can see
acrops lrelaad to either gea; from this poiat the eye
ranges over & most remarkable and varied scene of
wooded steep and glittering mere, of rich lowland
and red morars, gpreading ount for miles in the near
distanee. The fine tract, except st the places whero
a race of petty occupiers still dwells on the edges of
the bogs and elopeg of the hills, iz, for the most part,
held in substantisl farmg, and abounds in beautiful
country geats, and the traveller goes through ap in-
teresting succession of fat psstures and breadths of
tillage, with oceasionally mansions and parks between
that would be & noble specimen of industry and care,
gave that thousands of acres want drainags. This,
to & great extent, is the pature of the country until
you reach the borders of Meath; bué to the gouth
and west of tke central plaic Weatmeath rises into a
geries of uplands, in places divided by low atory
hills and forming a large uneven fable-land, for the
most part of little fertliity. Thia district seems com-
paratively neglected; it does not contain many
handsome seats; the character of the agriculture is
geldom good ; and it is divided chiefly into extensive
nastures, many evidently of recent origin, and the
holdings of s not wealthy peasestry. Tbe county,
therefore, regarded as a whale, abounds in curicus
countrasts of bugbandry, and these, as may be sup

posed, correspond with no less remarkable socisl
contragts.

It is pot my intention to eay much asbout the
general condition of this district ; for [ wish, if pos-
sible, to avoid repetition. Compared with some other
oarts of Ireland, Westmeath i3 not a progressive
county ; its agricultural area has considerably di-
minished, and, notwithstanding the excellencs of its
pastures, the incredge in the returnd of its live stock
is notao great ag [ ehould have expected; and it
should be observed that this coincides with & large
dce:ease in the population. It would not, hawever,
be safc to draw & sweepiog conclusion from these
facts; I reserve this and pimilar topics for a subse-
quent stage of this inquiry, The material condition
of the diffarent classes connecied with the soil in
Westmeath corresponds in the main with that of the
sarze classes in the other counties that 1 have visited.
The wages of the agricultural laboursr are from 63.
to 103, a week ; the farmers, except the very small
bolders, are reasonably well oft, the large graziers

“especially, a8 “a-fule being ‘wealthy, Rents vary
ool T0a for the best grass 1ands to 153, the Irish
aore; aodland .cu’the whole i not oyer:_ept_ed,
thosgh ‘moat ‘of: the light tillage lands let high, 'no
ddubt owing to the competition of the poor, now
almost confized” to goils of this character.. The
landed system of Westmeath is essentislly the same
asthat I have already described, except that the
pumber of absentee landlords i comparatively smail
in this county. In other respects it presents pbgno-
mena ideatical with those I have previously noticed
—the same divisions of clasaes by religions distine-
tione ; the same widespread ingecurity of tenure; the
samse creation and growtb of equities in tbe.'ls!'xd not
arntected by positive fegal sanction, and vludlca!:fd
o'y by local ugzge. [n this state of tbinga a live
of demnreation raos between the owner and occupiar
of the soil and geparates them more or less frem each
ofher ; law fzile utterly to throw its ghie’d over in-
cumerable claims of the nature of prorerty ; and thege
are abandoned to logge custom, which may be violated
withoat legal redress by s dominant order that haa
an immediate interest to do so. Here, as elaewhere,
from good feeling, from the habits of acquiescence
engendered by the socesiral possession of lavded
propecty. far more, U believe, than frem any Tower
motive. the lamdlords, though tco marked off from
1he peaple, 88 n rola respect the social arzangements,
the deriioga and natursl righis of their tenacta;
they neither altempt by wojust evictions, nor by ici-
quitous raising of rents, to sppropriate what really
belonga to othere, nor ¢o they disvegard the tevant
right arisiug from the sale of the goodwill of fartas,
which in 1bia county i3 n common practice, But—be

sides that in the yeara- that succeeded the famine
society in Westmenih was much disturbed by exten

sjve evictions from ¢states - ever now, as always
will be the case when social elemments eccasionally
jar and when too much is left to arbiuary power,
wrones in the relation of landlord and tenant oceur
w0 frequently in this county. Sometimes the zeal
of 8 Protestant proprietor gets the better of hig gensa
of fair dealing, and T have benrd of ea‘es in which
an undue preference hns been given to Protestant
renaunts ag such, or in which, except at an extortionate
rent, a site for a Qatholic chapel bas been refused --a
~omprowmise between conscience and iaterest at which
Mephigtopbeles himself might smile. Ocecazionally,
too, the epirit of avarice will break’ through the
barriers of mere usage; aad [ bave been informed cf
more than one instance in whieh purchasers 1o the
Landed Eatates Qourt heve get aside the tqoiable
claims of their tepants. Now sand then, moreover,
landlords will abuse the estraordinary power their
position gives them, and [ write with a set of con-
tracts hefore me of 8 singular and iziquitous kicd.
which a proprietor has lately endeatoured to - ompel
bis tenants-at-will to rign, in order avidemily to
deprive them of even the geanty protection” of the
common law, and to free bimszelf from the implied
obligations which loeal usage wounld impose upon him
o long 83 they heid by the tenure of the country.
The tensnts have refussd to sign these agreements;
I hope their refusal will cot be conarrued, by those
who ioterpret the Irish Land Question on a theory of
the barbarism of the Irish race, ag evidcnce that the
benighted Irisk tenant prefers vague custom to definite
rontract.

Westmeath presents :n s marked form the contragls
of occupation and teoure which I adverted o0 in a
oreviona letter. Toe grent>r part of ita fiae lands ie
now held by subatagtial farmers, or by graziers of a
guperior clegs ; many of thess have, of cour:e, the
security of & lease, snd in mnoct iostances the land-
‘orda have either put the lands in good order and
built farmateats before the commencement of a
tecancy, or e!8a the landa, being admirable pastures.
require little or no outlay. The existicg law of Iind-
lord and tensnt applies, therefore, fairly enough to
theae cages. It either has no tendoncy to confiicate
what belongs to the tenant on a changa of possession,
or elge ita harsh doctrines are excluded by contrasts
between independent persons. By far the largest
porijon of the county, however, i3 still ocecupied by
small farmers, who legally are merely tensntg-at-will,
though tbey have added much to the valus of the
goil by building, enclosing, fencing, and tillage, and
though they bave purchased theiz ioterests ia nu-
merou3 instances, and it ig probable that they will
long meintain their ground, though the area they
hold is being diminished. The existicg law isnot &
rale of right to this body of men in their actnal
position ; it exposts, what is in truth tbeir property,
the benefits they have added to the lspd, to be con-
fiscated by & summary process; it sets at naught the
equitablo right acquired by a transfer for valne with
the mssent of the laodlord. It i3 idle to say that
poor tepantg at-wiil ought to have asjured their
claims by expreas contract, nnd that law accordingly
may disregard them; equality not dependence i3 the
sphere of contract, and these claima, la truth, are
gsupported mainly by usage forbearance, and ac-
quiescence, without any compulsory ganction, Can
auy one worder that, in this state of things, hatred
of our institutions ebould grow up, and that agra:
rianizm skould step in to skield by, terror the nataral
rights which law will not recognize ? Caa we not
perceivé what must be the feeling of the poor pesaant
10 this aituation, when be gees that law refuses to
affirm hi3 title to what i3 justly his own, £nd, as he
imagines, by its ooesided operatiou assziets the
wealthy capitalist to supplant bim ? May we not
translate hi3 thoughta into lnngaage like this:—¢]
and mine have tilled these fields for geneyationa ; {
have madethem what they are. have, perhaps, booght
thew ; I cavant compel wy landlord to grant mea
leage, yet the law leaves me naked and defenceless,
while the large man who {8 coveting my land in the
revolution go:ng on around me can meke for bimeelf
an excellent bargain, Your law is donblz.faced and
uojust. I turn to a code of a very different kind in
order to protect my legitimate property.’ )

Suchare the thoughts which have doubtlesa occur-
red 1o many of the peagantry in this district. Itag-
gravateg the matter that In gome instances yon find
pergong of tle inndlord c'asz disposed to repudiste
their nataral righte, especislly as regards their addi-
tione to the goil, which not unreasonably caunge ruis-
conceptions, Such persons will contrant the fine
aterdings built recently on estates that have perhaps
heen ‘ cleared” with the rude condition of the farms
on which the small holders continue to dwell, and
will exclaim that ¢ tenant’s improvements are non-
senge.” Or tkey will cbserve that, 1o theactoaal state
of agriculturs, the little dwellings that have been the
babitations of the peasantry through the long space
of time during which they have been gradoally
changing the bog or the mouuntain to fertility, are
nuisaaces that onght to be got rid of ; or they wlll
point to the cxhausted state in which the emall
holder's fielda ars occasionally found, and will ask,
 Would you mulct us for deterioration? In all
this there i3 gome truth ; but considezations oa the
other sida of the greatest importance are too oftea
forgotten. It ia not bornein mind that it is tha in.
dustry of the petty cconprer that, for the moat part,
has transformed the face of the counrtry, bsa mads
tracts of barreaness yield their increase, bas csused
them to give rent to their owners. It is not borne in
mind that the unsightly hovsls, now condemuped as
xischievous to the estate, have been inBtroments in
thia work of amelioration, and may, therefore, nnder
certiin conditions, be placed in the caiegory of real
improvements. Ttis not borne in mind that a3 o
general rule the good done by tha pessantry to toe
land exceeds the waste in ao iofinito degree, and $hat
ths area they may have injored is ss nothiog com-
pared to that they buve mnde prodnctive; and it ia
too easiiy said thet they obtain a suflicient return in
prolonged occupalion without esiimating .the fitting
compengating period. Through thie varied and par-
tial view injnatica is somotimes dome to the claims
of the tenant even by the most upright men ; and we
caonot wooder that oo hiz side, too extravagant no-
tiona should exist That tenants in Ireland have a

large equitable elaim in respect of what they bave
contributed to the land even the late Mr, Seaior

~thoaglit. indisputable, opposed: as me wes'to small.
boldings, and “conservative:“in his: iteas -about the

righte of .praperty :—* The Irish tsndlord, partly
‘politieally and partly to.obtain additional rent, by

weans of the potato encouraged or (what wasenongh’

withoat actaal encouregement) permitted subdivision
aad the increass of population.
Ireland, from 4 088,226 in 1792, rose to 8 175,124 o
1841 The lacdlords were unable or unwilling to
expend mooey on their estates. * They allowed 1he
tensnts themselves to muke the provieion—by build-
jog and by recleiming laud from its original state of
bog, or hedther, or stooy field necestary to lodge
and feed this increaged population, It i3 thus that
many eslates have been crea'ed, and almos: all, have
been enlarged by gereration sfter generation of ten=
antg without s8Aistance, It was the tepants who
made the barony of Feroey, criginslly worth 3,0001.
8 year, worth 50,000. & yesr. It iz to meet cases
like these that [ propcse my tribunal,

This leads me to 2ay 8 fow words on the opsration
of the law in I;eland as-it bears on the subject of ten-
ants’ improvemeuls, though [ shall ireat the question
more fally hereefter. That law, fouaded oo ths old
mexim that what is added to the soil acernes to its
owner, has been meadified in Foglind by local cus-
tom; in Ireland, in some de gree, by statute; and in
the United Kinglom by judicial dec’sions 1t is,
however, ati:] in the abatract anjust, for it fails suffi-
tiently to protect what may be the legitimate claims
of the tesant ; but in Eogland its barakness is prac-
tically nullified by the circomstances that, in that
country, the permanent improvement on estates sre
mede, 8 8 general rule, by the Jandlords snd that
tenants ghield themselvea from the law by coniract,
and take care thet when they bire lapd they ghall be
repaid sbould they add to itsvalue. In Ireland how
ever, where in most cages, what ig done in the way
of improving the soil is done by the tepant,.not by
the lundlord, and where the tenunt, in the majority
of instances, hrg not rizen 10 the sfafus of a free con-
tractor, the law i8 ia the highest degree uunfair; it
refuges to protect whal really is the praperty of the
tenant added to the holding, aud exposes it to uore-
dressed confiseation. !t is impossible 40 guess what
inonmerable righte, occasionally of a waluable kind,
t00 often the all of the humble peasant, havebeen ex
tinguisbed through this state of law; but it may be
interesting to note the cpinion on this matter of a
great lawver, no sabverter, aesuredly, of the la-d-
marks of justice, and with instincts on the slde of
the proprietary classes, Fifteen years ago Lord
Weatbury observed on the law as to tenants' improve-
meats in Ireland : —

“ Was it not the fact in Ireland that in nineteen
cases out of tweoty & facdlord expected the tenant
would do somethiog for the improvement of the land,
sud stood by while it was done? and then, was it
pot consistent with justice for the law to sssume a
tacit understanding on his part that tha tenant was
to enjoy the results of thess improvements? Such
doctrines as these had been the A B C of eqnity in
this country for a considerable time; ** nail if parties
proceeding agaiost their tenauts in Ireland could Ye
compelled to proceed in a court of equity, they would
bo met by thelegal apothegm that *he who seeks
equity must do eqnity,” and they would not be allow-
ed to dispo:sess the tenant uoless they had given
b;m,’snzisfacliou for the expenditare he had incure-
ed.

Irish Inndlords, however, being able to enforce
their rights in the fornm of the common law, this
«quity iz rezpect of tename’ improvements iz not ac-
knowledged by a legel syatem that guards the free-
bold trom all intereats save those created by grant or
coctract It will be observed, however, that a slight
extension of the equitable doctrinea of sslvage and
lien would in wany inst nces, protect these rights,
snd if such 8 man as Lord Mapsfield —that great
civilizer of the common law~had sat on the Irish
Bench in the 1ast century, he probably would have
discovered the means of siielding the Irish tenant
from spoliation.  Bat, in the first place, as Mr Muine
points oat, it ia extremely difficnlt for jadicial tribu-
nals to effect important changes in law when it his
once become matare and crganic; and, in the s
cood until this gonerativn, the Judges of Ireland,
brought uy in the atmosphere of unjust ascendency,
were not likely to be keen inan efort to maintain
the interests of the Cutholic neasant Let it not be
supposed, bowaver, that, :a our day, Irish Judges
have not recorded a proteat sgainst the iaiguity of
the law. 1In A relebrated cause heard in 1858, in
which a clergyman who bad expeuded & large sum
in improvements on land, on tke faith of & promise of
# lesse, endeavoured, thcugh technically a yearly
tennnt, to enforce this fquity againat his landlord—
oot, a3 in the cree put by Lerd Westbory, to employ
it merely as & connter-claim—the lats master of the
Rolls in Ireland, one of the most upright nod out-
gpoken of men, though compelled to reject the pesi
tioner's guit, cocdemned the law in urqualified lan-
guags. His Honour obgerved ;=

“. bave no besitation in stating that although in
point of {aw, on the autkorities I have referred to,
and pacticularly the cige of * Pulling v Armitage,
the petitioser's enit could nol be sustained, yet no-
thing can ba mere rapngoant to patural jastice than
that a'landlord should look oo at a great expenditure
carrisd on by a tenant frem Fear 1o year without
warniog the tenant of bia intention to turn him out
of possession. The defendant’s offer to olow ic
O'Fay to remove the buildings was s mockery. |
bave vo jurisdiction to administer equity in the pa-
tural senge of that term, or I shou!d have no difficulty
whatever io making a deares agninst 1he defendant,
I am bound to adminiater an aruficial system, estab-
labligbed by the decisions of eminent Judges such a3
Lord Eldoa and Sir William Grant, and, ¢ being so
bouud, I regret much that I must admioister injus-
tice in this caee, and dismies the petition.”

Tho agrarian Bpirit pravaile in Westmeath, and has
prevailed for years in extreme intensity. Within &
period comparatively recent many outrages of this
kind have ccourred, and, as nsusl, they remain un-
discovered. From the summit of one of the low hills
that mark the boundary of this county and Meath,
vne of the most experienced lawyera in lrsiand polnt-
ed out to me the actusl spots of 14 of these crimes
which have escaped the avengiag band of justice
Within the last few months two ugrariar murders of
an atrocious character bave bren committed ; but
there is nothing very paculiar in them, save that, as
ususl, they show traces of sysiem, and were donoe
uonder more or less provocation. The first was that
of Mr. Fetherston, and gome of the facts are in dis
pute, though I have endeavourad, if posaible, to re-
concile them  Mr, Fotherston. it is said. was rather
8 hard man, and in 1868 resoived to raiss the rents
of & moorland, which, | am informed, had been re-
claimed by the adjoining tenants and on which some
bad mede improvements. They refused to pay the
increased rents ;-sad, nolices to quit, baving been
threatened, the iilfated gentlomsn was foully mar-
dered. In thesecond case, a Mr. Anketel!, o sta.
tion-master on the }Mi1land Railway, was assagsinated
because, baring made himself nnpopular by the dis-
misgsal of zervants, he afterwards entered on 2 small
piece of land, from which, I hear. be h:d adviged
that the occupier should be removed. Such is the
tate of this fine coanty; and, from testimony which
I can rely on, I have resson to beliove that the Rib-
and Society is more or less organized in Westmeath
at thig moment, The immediite causes of this pre-

valance of crime, I canuot doubt, are that agrarianism |

bas been unpunished for years in this district, and
that it was called into bemg, and bas beem kopt
slive, by the ¢ clearances” of cstatee, and by the ex-
tengion of the eystem of Inige farms. It may, how-
ever, be uot unworthy of notice that Westmeath, like
Tiprerary, was tor several centuries tho scenme of
civil war and dissensions of race ; nor i8 it improba-

"ble that the habits of lawlessness and moral disorder

then formed bas survived down to the present age.
One circumitance mnst be borne in mind by a cend!d
gtadent of the Irish Land Question.., Weatmeath,
espectally on its esstern border, ia one of the parts of
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O4arprvaL CoLies’s Pastorar —Bj i
Archbishop of Duplin has puhliaheﬂBls Foine
QOouacil. The Jubiles began 1st Nov
until the termination of the (Bcumen
;l‘t:a Eo;:'d}tions ofthe* indglgence ' are

ul shall make confession, receive the Qa i

faat tbree days, or one dsy in each gf ?Z?e':.m:ﬂ ?{nd
They must likewise visis three of the principal ehy Ebs.
of Dublin. wbich are named, snd pray for the oy
tr-nquillitv snd triumph of the Holy Catholic Og?ence,
* The indulgence of the jubilee :a applicabls murfrh,
fon_la in purgatory.’ The principal objeet of n;"
jubilee i3 to ' indace ths faithfal to contribate he
their prayers £nd gnod works 1o the sucoesg of thy
Ecumenicsl Courcil ' The Protestant press aog j "
corréspondents (His Eminence adds), in atatig 'hlts
the Ooupcil is to assemble to condemn ° true l?be o
and progress,’ are proclaiming merely *fond iny “

tions.? The faithful are not to pay any at:entio.en—
thege ' kostile writers, and busybodies pretendizzn Eo
kuow thet of which they are completely ignoraita’
He hegs of Catholica to exhort thasa who are me :

bera of such societies as * the Fenian’ (o nbam;n~
them, seeicg what evils lLeve inundated Spain nog
Itrlv since secret socislies have got the master ¢

them. Feninng and members ‘of gegrot and umz 1
ful organizations incur the penalty of excommuui‘:-
tion, ~pd are cut off like rotten branches from ?h-
my8ric vioe, and cannot participate in the blessip :
of the jubiles.’ The Cardinal aleo exhorts the e%

plé to shun drunkenpess, faction fizhts, puhlicpas-
saults, apd immoralitiea. He refers to * the dreadfui
crime of murder’ This crime (he gays) is hehi :

abomination everywhere, and it was pever congpni;n[
to the Irish heart. ‘I ouly refer to it adds the Q.
dinal, t1n order tobey of you to waintajn amaop

sour flacks the greatest horror of what is ag hnraf;ﬁ
to God, lest by hbearing or reading of the wicked
deeds of otbera they bould look with indifference on
oue of the greatest and most harrible of crimes ’ Ha
Ewi ence sa¥s again;~'1 sghall merely beg of you 10
eall upon your flocks to pray for our Pratestapt
brethren who are sow engaged in reconstructia

tbeir Qlureh, or forming & wew Church Body, snd l%
ask of the Author of light that He may en’Iigbten
tbem; give them knowledge of the trath, and lesd
them into the bosom of the one boly, Catholie, and
Aposiolic Oburch. Itis bappy for ug that uo’euch
dificult task Jevolves on ua a3 ourseparated brethren
bave undertaken to perform The Catholic Cburch
is the woik of God, not' of man; it does not owe its
origin to Acts of Parlizment, or to mixed meeting3
of clergy and laity. It wes fourded by Christ on
Si. Peter and the aposiles. . .- snd He more-
over, gave jurisdic'ion to the same Vicar (tl;e Pon-
ti') to resemble, when mnecessary or useful. all bis
colleagues in the Episcopate, to cansul: wi{h them
on the great ipierests of relizion” The Cardipal
speaks of Irish Protestants eg * groping in the dark
in.n. vaio effort to build up with mortal bapds ;m
edifica worthy to be culled divine.’ Og Fepispiom
His Emigence thus expresses the gentimenta of ‘le
Catholic Church: — ¢ Whilst the treasares of ths
Church are now open, and so muny opportunities are
given to the faithful of recouwlistion with God, I
b_ez of yon, rever2nd brethren, toexhort those Gnth,o-
liea who are engaged in secret sociuties, such ag that
of the Feniaps, to abandon them, and to listan to the
waroings of religion. Bnoy of them, [ am sure,
bave no malice in what they are doipg; they axr;
simple-minded asnd unsuspecting youog men, gra-
dually drawn into bad company, ued aely tha’dupea
of othm:a, who wish to make tools of them for their
own e‘:ll parposed. They think that they rre acticg
in 8 epirit of patriotiem, but in reality they are en-
deavoting to intcoduce a aystem which would bring
roiz and desolation on the conntry. See what evils
tave inundated [taly epd Spain since aecret gorieties
have got the mas‘ery fa them. Undeubtedly, nader
& similar rule Ireland would ghare the samo fate
acd bleodshed, aparchy, and irreligion would be ou;
int. Point out thess evils, reverend bre'hren, to
your flucks, acd ecdeavor to preserve them from
destruetion.  Let thewm gloo Luow that if they bolung
to the Feaiars or woy other secret and nalawful or-
ghnization they intur the penalty of excommurice-
tion, are cot off Iike rottep branches {rom the wmestic
vioe, and caorot participute ia the blessiogs of the
Jubilee, You will. moreover, remind your flocks
that those who countenance and eocourage such s2-

nee (kg
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cret gocisties are ns much under the ban of the °

Oharch a3 those who wre members, nnd tkatno
wember or voiery of cordemned socie'ies ean Lo at-
golved uclesz be abandons all eonvection with them,
Inculente these doctrines on the minds of the faita-
ful. Mapy good yianrg men who bave been led
aatray by bad example will derive sslvation from
vour words, a2d yor will not bave ladored in vain
though yca may Liave to repret that some lesders of
the organization, imbued witk Continenin! iofidelily,
may despize yoor reaching, and laugh at the censnrea
of the Church. Tbe articles which appesr in some
Fenian newspapers, both at homs and abroad, give
evidence of their designs, and of the epirit that ani-
mates them,

Deax Mawe Acaw.—Deen Mawe hng addressed &
lotter to the * Tralen Obronicle’ He says:—* Now,
sir; rest assured I will no looger tolerate such
liberties with the fair tame of Tralee and ita people.
They are a religions people, who, withia a few yearr,
erected two magniicent ehurches to the glory ct
God. They are not Feaians ncr revolutionists, who
lcok to jump into sudden wealth by geizing the pro-
perty of their neighbora; but they sre a sober and
religious people, who seek to procure an hozest live-
lihood by that steady, honorable, and persevering ie-
dustry,-by which alone n pecple ean ever become
wenlthy, prosperous, and happy. For tbe rest. the
Catelines of the Fenian faction, whether of the press
or of the platform, may be assured that I am not
afraid of them. I have been in cluse conflict with
them for the last montb, and was pever batterin
beslth and epirits. But gtay! [ have to ask pardon
of the ghost of Cateline for introducing the name of
the most formidable couspirator into such disgrace-
ful companyl! !

Tuk Carrenic UNivERaITY,=-Mgr. Woodlock iz~

augurated the fifleenth session of the Catholic Univer-
gity on the 26th by an address, in which he said tha!
duriog last year thare bad been 374 atudents conneots
ed with the Oatholic Uaiversity, 27 echools affiliated
to it throughout the country ; that £150,000 had been
subscribed during the lnst 15 years ; and that 60 mem-
bors bad been returned to Parlinment pledged to
secure by legislation the principle of a Oatholic
Uaiversity. He then spoke of the duty of charity ia
terms which are a refutation of the charges brought
by secularistz agnainst the friends of Denominatioral
edacation, and quoted an unpublished letter by Dr.
Newman shawing the avomaly, intellectualiy no lef8
thec religiously, of sanding a Catholic into the world
accomplished in seculareducation but ignorant of his
religion.
Lawpnorps ox¥p TrE Lasp QuasTioNn.— Two meet-
ings of landlords have been belg in Dublin durivg
the last tew days. The praceedings were strietly
privato, ernd it i3 not known wheiber the moetings
were large, jofluential, or 1epresentative.

The Times'. Special Qommissiouer in Ireland i8
Mz, O'Connor Morris, an Irish  barrigter, and an
oceasional ieader-writer to the Zmes.

The Dublin Daily Froress atates that some Irigh
members mean next pession to bring under consider=-
ation the aubject of & Royal residerce in Ireland,
and kave pledged thempselves to support & measure
to carry out the object. ’
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