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COLONEL JACK.
BY DANIEL DE FOL.

Colonel Jach is the story of a young thief, and De Foe's nhject,
in writing it, was to show the thousand miscries and erimes that
wait on the absence of education, in those whom nature had de-
signed to have been even the happiest and the most virtuous.
“ Here is roown,” hesaid, in his original preface to the work, and
with his usual manliness and humanity, * for just and copious ob-
servations on the Llessings and advantages of a sober angl well-go-
verned education, and the ruin of so many thousands of all ranks
in this nation for the want of it ‘The miserable condition of mul-
titudes of youth, many of whose natural tempers are doeible, and
would Jead them to learn the best things rather than the worst, is
truly deplurable, and is abundantly seen in the history of this man’s
childhood ; where, though civeumstances forned hin by necessity
tn bea thief, surprising rectitude of principles remained with bim,
and made him early abhor the worst part of his trade, and at length
fursuke the whole of it."

It will be easy to show, by an extract, the intensity of literal
truth with which this wise and noble lesson is taught in the fiction
of De Foe.  Perhaps nothing finer in this respect was ever written
than the first half of the novel of Colonel Juch.

The Colone! is the younguest of three poor beggar boys, all named
John, all brought up togethier to the arts of thievery, and dubbed
for distinetion’s sake, Captain, Major, and Colonel.  The Captain’s
seniority in erime and in punishment does not avail to deter the
Major, who makes his debut as a thief in due course, and astonish-
es the little Colonel, who is yet quite innocent of all such things,
by suddenly displaying its results in the shape of seven and six-
pence.  They go together to Rag fair to buy themselves shoes and
stockings, and thinl: their riches fincless.

¢ Iark ye, Major Jack, you and I'never had money in our
Jives before, and we never had a good dinner in all our lives;
what if we should go somewhere and get some victuals? I amvery
hungry.’

“ - 8o we will then,' says the major, * T am hurgry too:’ so we

wont to a boiling cook'sin Rosemary lane, where we treated our-

selves nobly, and, as T thought with mysclf, we began to live hike

gentlemen, for we had three-pennyworth of boiled beel, two-pen-
nyworth of pudding, a penny brick (as they call it, or oal)), and a
whele pint of strang beer, which was 7d. in all,

“N. I3 Wehad cach of us a good mess of charming beel broth
Ainto the bargain ; and which chieered my heart wonderfuily, all
the while we were at dinner the maid and the bey in the house,
every time they passed by the open box where we sat at our dinner,
would look in, and ery, ¢ Gentlemen, do you call 2 and © Do ye call,
gentlemen? 1 say this was as goud 10 me as all my dinner.’

"This is very homely, yet oh! how wonderfully exact and true
itis! Dul let us observe to what lofty uses this homely writing
may be turned.  Weare going to quote one of the most exquisite
and alfeoting deseriptions contained in the whole vast and varied
range of Ynglish literature. It may be appealed to as the best
Tiving expression of De Foe's genius, and s probably finer than
any thing in Robinson Crusoe.

Colonel Jack hecomes concerned inn a robbery, and receives five

pounds as his thave of the plunder. A common writer—a man of

good repute, however, and in great tuvour at the circulating libra- |

ries—would, no doubt, at this happy crisis in his hero's fate, have
tilled his little heart with hope and eourare, and made him happi-
ety s he was richest, of beggar boys,
artist vannot be too carefully diseriminated, or too mueh admired.
Colouel Jaek's miseries and ill gotten wealth begin together.

* ] have often thought sinee that, and with some mirth too, how
1 had really wmore wealth than 1 knew what to do with, fur lodging
I had none, nor any box or drawer to hide my money in, nor had
[ any pocket, but such as T say was full of holess; 1 knew nobody
i the world that I could go and desire them to lay it up for me ;
for being a poor, naked, ragged boy, they would presently say 1
bad rabbed somebody, and perhaps lay hold of me, and ny money
would be my erime. as they say it often is in foreign countries ;
and now, as 1 was full of wealth, behold 1 was full ef care, fov
wiat to do to seeure my money I could sot tell; and this Tield me
su long, and was so vexatious to me the next day, that 1 truly sat
down and eried.

» Nothing could be more perplexing than this money was to me
all that night,
gold all but Lis, that is to say, it was four guineas, and that
14 At last [

sat down aud pulled ofl one of my shoes, and put the four guineas

4s. was more difficult to earry than the four guineas,

into that; but after I had gone awhile, my shoe hurt me so 1
could not o, so 1 was fuin to sit down again, and take it out of
my shoe, and carry it in my hand ; then I found a dirty linen rag
in the street, and 1 took that up, and wrapt it altogether, and car-
ried it in thata good way. 1 have often since heard pecple say,
when they have been talking of money that they could nct get in,
T wish I had it in a foul clout : in truth, I had wmine in a foul
clout ; for it was foul, according to the letter of that saying, but it
surved me till 1 coune to a convenient place, and then I sat down
and washed the cloth in the kennel, and so then put my money in
again,

* Well, I carried it home with me to my lodging in the glass-
house, and when [ went to go to sleep, I knew not what to do

The genios of the higher ! S .
B B0 1 the tree, and thrust it ina great way, but all was one; then T eried

| with it; if I had let any of the black crew I was with know of it,

I should have been smothered in the ashes for it, or robbed of it;
or some trick or other put upon me forit; so I knew nct what to
do, but lay with it in my hand, and my hand in my bosom, but
then sleep went from my eyes.  Oh the weight of human care ! J,
a pour beggur boy, could not slecp, so soon as I had but a little mo-
ney to keep, who, before that, could have slept upon a heap of brick
Lats, stones, or cinders, or any where, as sound as a rich man does
on his down bed, andsounder too.

“JFivery now and then dropping asleep, I should dream that my
money was lost, and start like onc frightened ; then, finding it fast
in my hand, try to go to sleep again, but could not for a long while,
then drop and start again, At last a fancy came into my head, that
it 1 fell asleep, 1should dream of the money, and talk of it in my
sleep, and tell that I had money; which if 1 should do, and one of
the rogues should hear me, they would pick it out of my bosowm,
and of my hand too, without waking me; and after that thought
I could not sleep a wink more ; so I passed that night over in care
and anxicty enough, and this, I may safely say, was the first night's
rest that I lost by the cares of this life, and the deccitfulness of
riches.

“ As soon as it was day I got out of the hole we lay in, and
rambled abroad in the ficlds towards Stepney, and there I mused
and considered what I should do with this money, and many a
time I wished that I had not had it ; for, after all my ruminating
upon it, and what course I should take with it, or where I should
put it, I could not hit upon any one thing, orany possible me-
thod to sccure it, and it perplexed me so, that at last, as I said just
now, I sat down and cried heartily.

“ When my crying was over, the case was the same ; I had the
wmoney still, and what to do with it T could not tell ; at last it came
into my head that I should look out fer some hole in a tree, and
sce to hide it there till T should have occasion forit.  Big with this
discovery, as [ then thought it, I began to look about me for a tree;
but there were no trees in the fields about Stepuey or Mile-end that
looked fit for my purpose; and it there were any that I began to
look narrowly at, the ficlds were so full of people, that they would
see it T went to hide any thing there, and 1 thought the people
eved me, as it were, and that two men in particular followed me to
see what I intended to do.

“ This drove me further off] and T erossed the road at Mile end,
and in the middle ofthe town went down a lane that goes away to
the Blind Beggar's at Dethnal green. When I got a little way
in the lane I found a foot-path over the fields, and inthose fields
several trees for my turn, as I thought, at last, one tree had a
little hole in it, pretty bigh out of my reach, and I climbed up the
tree to get it, and when 1 came thele, I put'r'ny_lmnd in, and found,
as I thought, a place very fit ; so I placed my treasure there, and
wasanighty well satisfied with it; but behold, putting my hand
ir;(again, to lay it more commodiously, as I thought, of a suddeh it
slipped away from me, and I found the tree was hellow, and my
little pareel was fallen in ont of my reach, zod how far it might go
in I knew not; sothat, ina word, my money was quite gone, irre-
coverably lost ; there could be no room sumuch 2s to hiope ever to
see itagain, for 'twas a vast great tree.

“ As young as 1 was, T was now sensible what a fool I was be-
fore, that I could not think of ways to keep my money, but I must
come thus far to throw it into a hole where 1 could not reach it:
well, T thrust my hand quite up to my clbow, but no bottom was
to be found, nor any end of the hole or eavity; I gota stick of

nay, roaved out, I was insuch a passion ; then I got down the
tree again, then up again, and thrust in my hand again il 1}
scratched my arm and made it bleed, and eried all the while most
violently 5 then I began to think I had not so much as a halfpenny
ol it left for a halfpeuny roll, and I was hungry, and then I cried
again: then 1 came away in despair, erying and roaring like alit-
tle boy that had been whipped : then I went back again to the tree,
and up the tree again, and thus I did several times.

“ The last time I had gotten up the tree T happened to come
down not un the same side that 1 went up and came down befure,
but on the other side of the tree, and on the other side of the bauk
also ; and, bihold, the tree had a great open place in the side of it
close to the ground, as old hollow trees often have ; and looking in
the open place, to my inexpressible jov, there lay my money and

" my linen rag, all wrapped up just as I had put it into the hole:
[ carried it in my hand a good while, for it was in |

for the tree being hollow all the way up, there had been some moss
ur light stufl, which I had not judgment cnough to know was not
firm, that had given way when it came to drop out of my hand, aud
so it had slipped quite down at once.

« 1 was but a child, and T rcjoiced likea child, for I hollow’d
quite ont loud when Isaw it; then I ran to it and snatched it up,
hugged and kissed the dirty rag a hundred times ; then danced and
jumped about, ran from one end of the field to the other, and, in
short, 1 knew not what, much less do I know now what I did,
though I shall never forget the thing, cither what a sinking grief
it wasto my heart when I thought I had lost it, or whata flood
of joy overwhelmed me when I had got it again,

“ While I was in the first transport of iny joy, as I have said,
I ran about, and knew not what [ did; but when that was over, 1
sat down, opened the foul clout the money was in, looked at it,
told it, found it was all there, and then I full @ crying as violently
as 1 did before, when I thought I lad lost it.”

We had marked other passages for extract, but masterly as they
are they would follow feebly after this.  Every part of the fiction
is written with equal earnestnes, and an equal power of identifica~
tion with dbsolute truth, It falls off In the latter half of it from no
lack of these attributes, but because De Foe, probably from even
too great a reliance on them, has gone too much into inerely com-
mon-place incident.

The title of the book, since it expresses little Jack’s fortunes,
“ The history of the most remarkable life
and cxtraordinary adventures of the truly lonourable Colonet
Jacque, vulgarly called Colonel Jack, who was born a gentleman,
put apprentice to a pickpocket, flourished six-and-twenty years as
a thicf, and was then kidnapped to Virginia: came back a mer-
chat, was five times married, went into the wars, behaved bravely,

may amuse the reader.

got preforment, was made Colonel of a regiment ; returned again
to Lngland, followed the fortunes of the Chevalier de St. George,
was taken at the Preston Rebellion; rececived his pardon from the
late King; is now at the head of his regiment, in the service of the
Cuzarina, fighting against the Turks,\comp]cting alife cf wondoers ;
and resolves to die a General.”

From a Winter in Iceland, &e. &e.
REVOLUTION IN ICELAND.

In 1809 a humourous civil broil, or attempted usurpation occur-
red, which gave the Icelanders a piece of entertainment to carry
them out of their melancholy thoughts.  One Jorgen Jorgensen,
originally a prisoner of war, and afterwardsa midshipman in a Bri-
tish man-of-war, upon the breaking out of the war with Denmark,
returned to his native country and took the command of a sleop, but
was captured by an English vessel.
in London, he met with a Mr. Thelps, an extensive soap-boiler,
to whom he represented the advantages that might be derived from

Being now upon his parole

opening a trade in tallow with Iceeland, while the Danes were ex-
cluded from it.  Phelps, dazzled by these representations, dispatel:-

ed Jorgen with a cargo, and appointed a hall-French, bhalf Eng-

lishman, named Savignae, as supercargo.  Upon their arrival
however, the governor interdicted all dealings, and Jorgen return-

ed in ballast, leaving, however, Savignae bebind.  Phelps, how-
ever, was not discouraged, and fitted out another vessel, the “ Mar-
garcet and Anne,” and providing himself with a letter of marque,
went this time in person:—

s On his arrival, heseized a Danish vessel called the ¢ Orion,’
in virtue ofa letter of marque.
to understand that the governoc had offered a reward for Mr.

Upon hearing this, the merchant ordered his cap-

Savignac, also, gave his employer

Phelp's head.
tain to seize the person of the governor, who was i}CCUl:dilig] y ar-
rested on a Sunday afternoown, as the people were cumii:gf from
church, and put on board the ¢ Margaret aud Anne,’ where he was
kept in strict eonfinement.

« Jorgensen, who had hitherto been quict, now came forward,
and seized upon the reins of government,  1le began by issuing a
proclamation, by which he declared Iecland an independent repub-
lie, to Le placed under the protection of Great Britain, and deeided
upon three white stockfish upon a blue ground for its flag. e
also undertook to put the country in a state of defenee, and to res-
torethe ancient form of government ; but as these changes would
require some time to effeet, he took upon himself the Jabour of rul-
ing the land, until such time as the constitution should be suffici-
ently established to work without hisaid; and he satisticd himself
with taking the modest titles of ¢ Protector of Iecland and Com-
mander by Seaand Land.’

« As he felt the utility of pecuniary resources, he declared all the
property belonging to the Danes forfeited to the State ; and in or-
der to render himself popular with the natives, he sold them the
grain belonging to the former at half price.  Among other means
that he took to turn the trade into the hands of his employers, and
to prevent any attempt at residence, he ordered all the Danes to
give up their arms, and forbade them, under pain of instant death,
to stir out of their houses.  Backed by the guns of the ¢ Margaret
and Anne,” which could blow up the town and its inhabitants in
less than half an hour, Jorgensen was too formidable to be resisted
by the Dancs, who were, besides, dispirited by the loss of their
governor, and he quietly took possession and installed bimselt in
the dwelling of the latter.

“ Having now formed a body-guard, from some thieves that he

‘ . - . .
picked up and rigged out as soldiers, he set about his changes,

turning out one magistrate, imprisoning anothier, and plundering
Danes whenever he had an opportunity,  To redeem his promise
of putting the island in a state of defence, he caused six rusty guns
to be dragged from Bessestad, where they had lain for near two
hundred years, and with them mounted a battery for the protee-
tion of the town.  The wool that was purchased by Phelps, dur-
ing the summer, was put up in bales, so as to form a breastwoik,
and as military an appearance as possible given to the whole.

« 1t is uncertain how far he would have carried his plans into
exccution, had he met with no foreign obstacle. It has been said
that he was backed by some influential Icelunders, who preferred
the English to the Danish government, and, no doubt, the prudence
of many of his orders indicate, that he was directed by persons
who were well acquainted with every detail rclative to the coun-
try. The people, however, were too dispersed, and too unaccus-
tomed to agitation, to takea warm part in the revolution, and Jor-



