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slnppear to have been ploughed, he had ofien been surprised by?‘dinner’ that the servant-maid has; though ncksdy but the washer-

| finding pieces of pottery and bones some inches below the turf. ;woman beats her at a ¢ dish ’o tea,’ or at that which kecps

;On thie mountains of Chile he had been perplexed by noticing e!e-’{Culd out of the stomach,” and puts weaknessintoit. If she is thin,

‘vated marine shells, covered by earth, in situations where rain she is generally straight as a stick, being of a condition of body

'¢ould not have washed iton them.

THE PEARL

From the'Persian.
MUTE COURTSHIP.
By Thomas More, Esy.

. ‘that not even drams wiil tumefy. Ifshe is fat, she is one of the

The explanation of these circumstances, which occurred to Mr.! fubsiest of the cosy ; though rhewmatic withal, and requiring a
\Vedgwood, although at first it may appear trivial, the author does complexional good-nature to scttle the irritabilities of het position,
not doubt is the correct one, namely, that tho whole js due to the and turn the balance in favour of comfort or hope. She is the vic-
'digestive process by which the common Earth-worm is supported. tim of watching ; the arbitress of her superiors ; the servant, yet
:On carefully examining between the blades of grass in the fields :riva\, ol doctors ; the opposer of innovutions ; the regretter of all
above described, the author found that there was scarcely a space. ®igghousehold religions as to pap-boats, cradles, and swathes ;
‘of two inches square without a little heap of thre cylindrical cast- - the inhabitant gf'a hundred bed-rooms ; the Juno Lucina of the
;ingg of worms. It is well known that worms swallow earthy mag-};ancients, or gaddess of Ch”d-bil'th, in the likeness of a cook-maid.
iter, and that, having separated the serviceable portion, they eject ‘Her greatest consolation under a death (next to the corner-cup-

Love hath a language of his own,—=
A voice that goes

From heart to heart,—whose mystic tone
Love only knows.
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The lotus-fower, whose leaves 1 now
Kiss silently,

Far more than words will tell me how
1 worship thee.

The mirror which to thee I hold,—

’ Which, when impress’d ;at the mouth of their burr.ows the remamder in little int:estine :bonrd, zm(% the not having had her advice taken about a piece of

With thy-bright looks, I turn and fold ‘ishaped heaps. The worm is unable to swallow coarse pal:tlcles H iﬂunnel,) B lt{)e .handsomencss of the corpse ; and her greatest

T this fond breast,— and as it would naturally avoid pure lime, the fine earth lying be- }pleasu.re inlife, is when .l:.xdy and baby are bothlgone to sleep, tke

‘neath either the cinders and burnt marl, er the powdered lime,|!fire bright, the kettle bLoiling, and her corns quiescent. She then

Doth it not speak, beyond all spells iwould, by aslow process, be removed and thrown np te the sur-| first takes a pinch of suzii, by way of pungent anticipation of biiss,

. ’ Of poet’s art, 'face. 'This supposition is not imaginary, for in the field in which iOI as a sort of concentrutnd esstnee of satisfaction 5 thena glass

How deep thy hidden image dwells %cinders had been spreafl out only half u year before, Mr. Darwin yof spiriis---then puts the wuter in the tea-pot---then takes another

. In this hush’d heart ? ;actualiy saw the castings of the worms heaped on the sumller!'glass of spirits (thie inst Linving been a smal one, and the coming

. - : ‘ifragments. Nor is the agency so trivial as it at first might bejitea affording a ¢ counteraction”)-—-then smoothes down her apron,
qpm——

thought, the great number of Earth-worms (as cvery one must be
aware who has ever dug in a grass-ficld) making up for the insig-
nificant quantity of work which each performs.

On the above hypothesis, the great advantage of old pasture
‘land, which farmers are always particalarly averse from breaking 1
iup, is explained ; for the worms must require a considerable;
Hlength of time to prepere a thick stratum of mould, by thoroughly
; lmingling the original constituent parts of the soil, as well as the
the depth of the soil, fmnnnres added by man. In the peaty field, in fifteen years,

ith ¢ eriiciel luyer yholesome mounld. In a paper On the ' ) : .
with & supericia) Jaye of w G e P ‘about three inches and a half had been well digested, Itis proba-
Formation of Mould,” read before the Geologicul Society of Lon-|! a

" F.G. S ne of the secrata | le, however, that the process is continued, though ut a slow rate,

“ha arwin, Esq., F. G. 8., now one of tie secrai-i - : .

don, b};} (;h‘u;es D‘xr\vxnl,llc:g ,bv mﬂ'}“;l{i"" on 10 of the most||1° @ much greater depth ; for as often as u worm is compelled by
i the author comme X aramng . . Al : ;

ne‘s,‘ haracters by which the superficial luyer of carth, or, us ;dry weather or any other cause to descend df:ep, it must bring to

-milkmg o en\‘ ({ segetable mo\x’d is d;:‘i"l”'lisl'xed These ‘the surfuce, when it empties the contents of its body, a few par-

it is commonly called, vegetabie MOWC, 13 dHNS diferent ticles of carth. The author concluded by remarking, that it is pro-
aereiy

. LReo atur corlying | . .
~ are, itsnearly homegenous matare, although overlylvg The lat ]{hub!e that every particle of earth in old pasture land bas passed

kinds of subsoil, and the ‘mifufm fineness of its particles. ithrough the intestines of worms, ard hence that in some senses
-ter fact way Le well observed iu any gruv'e}ly cmmt\'y? whel:e,’ al_ﬁ‘\the term ¢ enimalmould’” would be more appropriate than *“ ve -
though in 2 ploughed field, alarge proportion 0.“1“8 soil ?ons{fls ot getable mould.”” ‘The agriculturist, in ploughing the ground, fol-
small stones, yet in old pasture-lanq not a single Peb,b‘c Am.l e Hows a method strietly natural 5 and he cnly imitates in a rude
found within sume inches of the sur(u.c'e. The aut{w:‘ s mte?x‘uu.u manner, without being able either to bury the pebbles or tosift
was called to this subject by Ml:: Wedgwood, of Macr {.h‘l "l the fine from the course soil, the work which rature is daily per-
Staffordshire, who showed liim séveral fields, some of whxch,‘ a {forining by the agency of the carth-worm.
“few years before, had been covered with .lime, and others withi o0 0 i paper was read Mr. Darwin has rescived fiom Staf-
burnt marl and cinders. These substances, in every caie,are now fordshire the two following statements :—1. Tn the spring of 1835
buried to the depth of some inchcs&bcne.’.:th the torfl 'lymce fields  bogey field was so thickly covered with sand that the sarfuce ap-
were examined with care : tha frst consisted of good pgg(ure-land, pearc;{ofa red colour, but the sand is now overlaid with three-
which Lad been limed, without having been ph}ughef‘, al.)oult quarters of an inch of soil. 2. A/bout eighty years ago a field was
twelve years and a half before 5 the turf was about half an inch manured with marl, and it has been since il!oughed, but it is not
thick ; and two inches and a hall beneath it was a layer or 10w of |y 0 at what exact period.  An 'rmperl'ec‘t tayer of the marl now
amall aggregated lumps of the lime, forming, at an equal depth, a)l o e ata depth, very carefully measured from the surface, of
‘well-marked white line. The- soil beneath this was of a gravelyll, worve inches in some places and fourteen in others, the difference
pature, and differed very cona:xdcralf!y frmfx the. mould nearer the corresponding to the top and hollows of the ridges or butts. It is})in that dreadful inanuer,” and so ferth ;—and, as to his ¢ pretend-
surface, About three years sinco ciuders likewise were s.p'rea‘d O% |l certain that the marl was buried before the field was ploughed, be-}.ing to hold the baby, it is like a cow with a candlestick.” ¢ Hold-
this field: these are now burled at the depth of one iuch, forming a e

Yo white 1 e cause the fragments are not scattered through the soil, but consti- iing the baby,” indeed, is a science, which she reckons to belong
. 1. e . L w it . . ) . ! ‘ 3

line of black spots parallel to and above the w ite layer of Tme. il o o Javer which is horizontal, and therefore not parallel to the

Some other cinders, which had been scattered in ancther part of |

€ exclusively to herself 5 she wakes it the greatest favour to visiter
. . ted undulations of the ploughed surfuce. No plough, moreover, could{ or servant to let them venture upon a trial of it ; and affable intie
the same fiell, were either still lying on the surface or entangledl oo b the nsarl ia its present position, g5 the farrows in this nigh-
jn the roots of the grass. The second field exumined d@gps re-

sadjusts herself i her arm-chalr, pours out the first cupoftea, and
I!sits for a minute or two staring at the fire, with the solid compla-
‘;cency of an owl,——-parhups not without som’?zthing of his snore,
ibetween wheeze and suufi-box,
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UTILITY OF THE EARTH-WORM.

"I‘he v;vorm-casts, which so much annoy the gardener by deforin-
ing his smooth-shaven lawns, are of no small importancg to the
~agriculturist ; and this despised creature la not only of great ser-
vice in loosening the earth and rendering it permeable by air and
but is also a 1nost activeand powerful agent in adding to
and in covering comparatively barren tracts;

Pl

¢ Good and il natuire,
-the great difference between

s the case of every one else, make
the endurability, or otherwise, of this
'personage in your house ; and tho sume gualities, in the master
:and mistress, together with the amounut of their good sense, or
-the want of'it, bave a like re-agtion.  The good or ill, therefore,
‘that is here said of the cluss in general, becomes

water,

licable to the
hut power they
} w5, and the unpleasunt by tha
Ireverse, 50 the office of thie Monthly Nurse, be her temper and
‘matare what it will, is one that emphatically exposes her to temp-
itation that way ; and her first endeavour, when she comes into &
:house, is to see how fur she can estublish an undisputed authority
‘on all poiuts. In proportion to her success or otherwise in this
‘subject, she looks upon the lady sea charming, reasonable, fine,
;wcak, cheatable creature, whose husband r%.u she tells him) ¢ can
inever be teo grateful for her boaring such teBubles on his account ;
;or as a Frenchified counceited madam, who will turn out a deplor-
Eable match for the poor geatlemnan, and assygedly be the death of
(the baby with her tantrums sbout ¢ natural living,” and her blas-
1phemies against ram, pieces of fut, and Dafly’s Elixir. The gen-
;tleman in like manner—or ¢ muster,” as the humbler ones cull him

‘individual accordingly. Butasall people wiil gst w

'can, the pleasant by pleasant mea:

Ewis, according as he behaves himseif, and receives her revelations
ffor gospel, a ¢ sweet good man’—gueite a gentleman’—¢ just the
i_very model of a husband for mistress,’ etc. ete. ; or, onthe other
hand, heisa ¢ very strange gentleman’—“quite an oddity—one
ithat is ¢ not te be taught his own good'—that will ¢ neither be led
‘nor druy’—that will. be the death of mistress with his constant

212dge-fzdgé in and out of the roonm’—nnd his meking her < langh
i
1

Inthe above,

[ .
fmzmons are given to the oldest mothers of fumilies, who come to
] A e bourhood are never more than eight inches in depth. 'see her mistress, bow they will do wellto receive 2 little instruction
markable only from the cinders being new buried in a layer, near-

on that head, and nox venture to substitute their fine-spun theories
{for her solid practice ; for your Monthly Nurse (next to a positive
grandson) is the greatest teacher of your grandmother how to suck
eggs in the world, and you may have been forty years in the
habit of sticking a pin, and find your competency come to nothing
‘before the cxplanatory pity of her information.

¢ Respecting the ¢doctor,” her thoughts cannot be so bold or
even so patronising. She is confessedly second 1o him, while he
‘is prescut ; and when he has left the room, a spell remains upon v
1her from his superior knowledge. Vet she has her hearty likes or
‘dislikes of him too, and on the sume grounds of self-reference. If
ishe [ikes hfm, there ¢ never was such a beautiful doctor® except
'perhaps Sir Wiliiam, or Doctor Butterimouth, (both dead,) and
‘always excepting the one that recommended herself. Heis a ¢ fine

iy an inch thick, three inches Leneath the surfuce. This layer
was in parts so continuous, that the superficial mould was only
attached to the subsoil of red clay by the longer roots of the
grass. .

The history of the third field is morc complete. Previously to
fifieen years since it wus wauste land ; but at that time it was
drained, harrowed, plonghed, and well covered with burnt marl
and cinders. It has not since béen disturbed, and now stpports
a tolerably good pasture. The section bere was—tdrf half an
inch, mould two inches and a half ; a layer one and a half inch
thick, composed of fiagments of burnt murl (conspicuous from
their bright red colour, and some of considerable size, namely, one
inch by half an inch broad, and a quarter thick), of cinders, and g

paper it is shown that three inches and a kalf of mould had been
accumulated in fiftcen years ; and in this case, within eighty years

(that is, on the supposition, rendered probable from the agricul- t

tural state of this part of tl'xe country, that the field hod never be-
fore been marled) the Earth-worms have covered the marl with
a bed of earth averaging thirtgen inches in thickness.

From ‘¢ Heads of the People.”

THE MONTHLY NURSE.

¢ The Monthly Nurse—taking the class in the lump, without
sueh exceptions as will be noticed before we conclude~—is a mid-
dle-aged, motherly sort of a gossiping, hushing, flattering, dicta-
torial, knowing, ignorant, not very delicate, comfortable, uneasy,

Jew quartz pebbles mingled with earth ; lastly, about four inches slip-slop kind of a blinking individual, between asleep and awake, |

and a half beneath the surfice was the original bluck peaty soil.
Thus beneath a layer (nearly four inches thick) of fine particles
of earth, mixed with some vegetable matter, those substances now
occurred, ‘which, fifteen years before, had been spread on ik sur-
face. Mr. Darwin stated that the appearance in all coses was asp
if the fragments had, as the farmers believe, worked thumselves
down. Itdoes not however appear at all possible that either the
"powdered lime or the fragments of ‘burnt mar! and the pebbles

could ¥ink through compact earth to some inches beneath t!

he sur-
face, and still remain in a continuous layer ; noris it probable
" that the decay of the grass, although adding to the surface some
of the copstituent parts of the mould, should separate in so short a
time the fine from the coarse carth, and accwnulate the former on
those objects which so lately were strewed on the surface. Mr.
" ‘Darwin wlso remarked that néfir towns, in fields which did not

whose business it is—under Providence and the doctor---to see that
a child be not ushered with too little officiousness. in the world,
nor brought up with too much good sense during the first month of
‘its existence. All grown people, with her, (excepting her own
family,) censist of wives who are brought to bed, and husbands
who are bound to be extremely sonsible of the supremacy of that
event ; and all the rising generation are infants in Jaced caps, not
five weeks old, with incessant thirst, screaming faces, thumpable
backs, and red little minnikin hands tipped with hints of nails. She
is the only maker of caudle in the world. She takes snuff osten-
tatiously, drams advisedly, tea incessantly, advice indignantly, a
nap when she can get it, cold whenever thére is a erick in the
door, and the repainder of whatsoever her mistress leaves to eat or
drink, provided it is what somebody else would like to have. . But
she drinks rather than eats. She hasnot the relish for a ¢ bit o°

man’—so patient—so withouhpride—a)nd yet ¢ so firm, like ;—
Enobody comes near him for a ditlicult case—for a fever case—for
;the maragement of a ¢ violent lady.> 1If she dislikes him, he is
i« queer’—¢ odd’---¢ stubborn’---has the ¢ new ways,’---very pro-
per, she has no doubt, but not what she has been used to, or seen
‘practised by the doctors about court. And whether she likes him
;()r not, she has always a saving grace for herself, of superiority to-
‘all ather nurses, in point of experience and good luek. She has
‘always seen a case of more difficulty than the one in hand, and
;knows what was done for it § and Dactor Gripps, whe is © always*
icalled in to such cases, and who is a very pleasant though rough
fsort of gentleman, calls her his ¢ other right hand,’ and © the jewel
;that rhymes to gruel.”” .

¢« Armed with these potential notions in general, #ud the strong-
‘est podsible sense of her vice-royalty over master and mistress for

!the time being, she takes possession of the new room and the nevs



