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rebber, and naturally, too, after
what Leo had seen."

"We wanted to do somethingfor
yeu, Mr. Johnson, becauseyon were
so good, and didn't turn us away
when we came by mistake," said
Lily.

"I think it was a .very luky
mistake for me, he answered, put-
ting his arm round Lily as site
perched herself onhis knee. "Why,
many grown-up people would have
soreamed and made a fuss, instead
of acting as quietly and sensibly as
you did," he went on tosay, "Well,
it was plucky; but I can't help
laughing when I think of the gar-
dener not getting out."

"Served hia right, too," re-
marked Leo.

" What did you talk to him about,
Lily?" asked Roy, mischievously.

I hoard your voice, but I had no
idea yon were talking to a robber."

" le wanted me to open the door,
and I wouldn't," she answered
shortly.

" Don't tease them, Roy I "
The two little ones sat very still

while the others talked.
During a pause, Lily said, " Yon

wonld have trusted us, wouldn't
you ?" .

"Trusted you of course I do."
"About the apples, i mean."
"Yes; and when you go, yon

shall take a hamper-fail home with
you. You deserve it for guarding
them so well."

" Won't the others be pleased i
Oh, thank you And won't Dawes
grumble l"
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did not appear long this bright
frosty morning. After seeing Mr.
Johnson off, they had a little
friendly chat with the officials who
had been so kind to them on their
arrival, and then, they started for
home, as they already called Mr.
Johnson's louse.

" I wonder if he will see
mother r'

"Of course he will. I wonder if
he will ask ber to lot us stay on
longer?"

"I donut expect she will. Shell
say we wore invited first to the,
other one, so we shall have to go.

" Well, I hope the real Mr. John-
son is as nice as this one..'

"I say, Lily, don't let us go
home at once; Jet us explore. So
instead of turning down the lane
that led to the house, they con-
tinued straight on.

Farther on they came to a louse
that stood a little way off the road,
surrounded by trees, now all white
and glistering with snow, "like the
trees in fairy land, said Lily. In
front of the house ran a verandah,
and friom the verandah hnng long
icicles, glistering and sparkling
with beauty. All the windows in
the house had the shutters up, and
in the gardon stood a large board
on which was written in white," To be let.

" There s no one living there;
let us go in. I must have one of
those icicles, added Leo, in a de-
cided tone.

They pushed open the gate, and
went up the path. Lily exclaimed
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