
TUE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN

estabisIied cc lonies on the western coast or Africa, in thé
ninth century before Christ. Tlîrce hundred years later <B.
C. 570), according to 1-Icrodotus, Pharaoh Nccho fitted out
an e.xpedition, manned by I>honician sailurs, and sent it
around the entire coast of Africa. That the Canary Islands
wvc cliscovcred and colonizcd by the Phoenicians, there is
no doubt. Strabo, speakinfy of thc islands of the Blessed,
or J3ortunatc Isies, as they were afterward called, adds,

That those ivho pointed out those tliings wvcre the Phoeni-
cians, who bcfore thc tinie of Flomcer had possession of the
best îIÏrt of Africa and Spatin." It is a wcl.-known tact,
that thutse hardy adventurers of the scas %wcre in the habit
of prcscrving w'ith thc strictest secrecy the nanies and loca-
tion of thc distant lands with w~hich tbcy cnigaged in com-
merce. WVhcrc tlicy sailed and traded, othcr than in the
ports of thc Indics and of thc British Isies, must remain
unknown. WVhctlier furiied by this nation of sailors or
flot, the ancicnts sccrncd to have had sorne rcmarkable in-
formiationi concerning an island or continent hidden in the
Sca of Darkness, as the Atlantic %vas called. The first men-
tion of this is made by Theoponipous, a celebrated Greek
orator and historian~, wvho flourishied in the time of Alexan-
der thc Great. I-lis description of this distant island, of
great dimensions, and inhabited hy a strange people, is pre-
served in JElian's "Varioe I-istorioe," writtcn during the
reign of Alexander Severus.-Tw Ga/axy.

- The first ncwspaper, says the Fg-ars, wvhicb appeared
in ECngland, wvas published at the tirme of the tbreatened
Spanish invasion in 1588. It %vas issued by the Govern-
ment for the reason, as stated, , that this publication is the
surest mcans of rnaking the truth known to the people, and
of contcnding against the sin of Iying and exaggerations of
calumnny." The oldest number of this journal extant is No.
50, of JUly 26, 1588, now in the British Museum."


