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ladies an anfwer in an audiente, to which
they fhould be admitted the next day.
Bertholde, the enemy of beauty, could
not hear the petition and reply, without
burfting into aloud laugh. Thekingafk-
ed the reafon : Bartholde ridiculed his
complaifance and the eafinefs of his tem.
per, when the King replied, that he was in
a terrible embarraffment; that he fhould
be ruined if he granted their requeft, and
that his danger would not be lefs if he re.
fufed it. A refufal, faid he, will enrage
them ; they are able to revenge them-
felves, by making their bufbands, who
have the command of my troops, rife up
againft me. My dear Berthelde, added
he; Bertholde, my faithful friend, help me
out of this labyrinth:s Thy imagination,
fertile in flratagems, has hitherto drawn
thee out of the dangers thou haft Tallen
into at my court, and I am perfuaded thou
canit relieve me out of this, Bertholde
promifed every thing, and defired the king
to be fatisfied, Having flood mufing for
a moment, he left the palace, went to the
market and hought a little bird ¢+ He fhut
itina box in the prefence of the king,

gave it to him, and defired him to fend ic .

to the queen, for her to give it to the la.
dies who had prefented her the pertition,
with a mofl exprefs prohibition againft o.
pening the box, on.pain of /incurring his
highcft indignation ; but to keep it till the
nexcday, when it fhould be opcned before
him, at the audience he had promifed to
grant them. '
The officer to whom the box was gi-
ven, difcharged his commiffion, and tl.e
queen alfo gave the box to the ladies, who

were ftill with that princefs, talking toge- |

gether on the -anfwer “the chancelior had
brought from the King. As we eafily
perfuade ‘ourfelves to believe what flatters
our fcif love, there was: not one prefent
who did not think, that their requelt was
«already granted. His .majefty, faid they,
is fenfible of the juflice of our demand,
and as he is equity itfclf, he immediately
found that it was impofiible for' him to
refufe us; to hejghten the favour which
“he will certainly grant us, he has only
thought fit to defer it till to.morrow,
There is now no dcubt, continued they,
but that this box contains fomething ex-

tremely valuable,” and the confidence with

which be bas depofited it in our hands,
fhews alfo, that he does not think us un.
worthy ot the hionour.
him fee that we deferve ity by an exactand
faithful-obfervance of the prohibition re-
laticy to this precicus-treafure,

At iis they took leave of the quecn,
and after baving agreed to affemble the
next day as the goveinor’s lady’s, in or-
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Come, ladies, let’

Adventures of Bertholde.

der to to go the audience in a body, each
returned home. ‘ ‘
They were hardly got home, when eve. .
ry onc of them was filled with an impati-
ent defire to know what it could be” that
was contained in that box ; and this im-
patience increafed to fuch a degree, that
they could not fleep alinight, Never was -
any hour watched for with more impati.
ence, than that dppointed for their affem.
bling at the- governor’s lady’s, and they
were all there three quarters of an hour
before the time appointed. They all be.
gan to difcourfe on the box they had re.
ceived the evening before, which thé'go-.
vernor bad taken from his wife as foon as
fhe came home; and fearing left her well”
known curiofity fhould bring him into .
difgrace, had taken the precaudion to lock
it up in his cabinet. However, as the
time of audience approached, it was bro’t
out and given to the affembly. s
The box no {oorcr appeared, than they
viswed it with the utmott impatience, and
all being eager to fee the hidden treafure,
feveral very fine fpeeches were made to
fhew, that there could be no harm in joft

‘fatistying their curiofity; in- fhort, this

was 2 propofal that et with the unani.
mous concurrence of all prefent ; ard as
the box had no lock, it was immediately
opened, when out flew the little: bird,
which faking to a window that fiood o-
pen, difappeared in a moment. How fhall
1 defcribe the conflernation of .thefe un-
happy ladies at feeing the bird fly away,
and the box empty ! ‘They had not time to
fee whether it was a linnet, a nightingale,
a canary bird, or a {parrow; had they
but known 'of what fpecies it was, they

. would have pot another in its place; but

. mEntations,

- feebic confolation !

this fecretwas known only to the kingan

- Bertholde, : ‘

Their conflernation now kept them fi-
lent, and they no fooner recovered their -
fpeech, than they burft into tears and - la-
1t was in vain for them, they’
faid, to hide their difobedience from the
king—with what face could they appear
before lum ? And then reproaching thema
fe.ves, O-this unbappy, this curted curiofi-
ty, cricd the govwenor’s dady, has ruined
us allt O fatal box, a thoufand. times -
more fatal than that of Pandora! 1If the’
curiofity. that opened that box, occafioned .
evils on earth, a bope of deliverance, and .
a cure lor thofe evils remained_at the bot-
tom buralas 1" alas | we have not this .
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Mean while the hour of.addience ap-
proached, and in the perplexity they were -
in, they kaew vot-whether they thould |
g0 to the palice or feturn Lume, when one
of the ladics propoied,-that they (houid

o ‘ ; thiow
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