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Neverthelefs, hifioi-y has long been confidered as affording examples for
the conftruaion of forms of government. Athens, Carthge, and Rcme
are objeéIs of enquiry in France, Englaiid and Sweden. Elevating their
voice, philofophers- have at length ventured to ask, if France be Athens
England Carthage,or Sweden Rome. Is it not, however, oficu aferted,
that after having loft her fimplicity. frugality, and poverty Sparta was no
more ; that Athens, by encouraging public fpeicles, ceafed to coquer;
inRfeacd ofa Miltiades, an AriRfides. a Themiftocles. fhie lad a Mànander a
Plato, a Dcmofhenes'? Charncd vith the eloquience of Cicero. the pot'try
of Virgil and Horace, the Ronans fupinely negleaed their couiitry's free-
dom. .Alarming examples thefe ! But other caufes fufficiemtiY accoui for
the de{lr6aaon of liberty.

By the frantic rage.of conqueft, every fmiall cominunitv muif fall a vic-
tim to its own weaîkneis, every extenfive monafchy a -prCy to its own gran..
deur. The love of peace will not fhield the former from the atauks of
an ambitious neighbour, unavoidable neceffity compels them to coinbat, to
conquer, or to perifh. A, political truth this, which will throw fome
light on the ruins of ancient governmrents,

The Lacedemonians, defigned by Lycurgus to be protcE&ed by valour,
from equality and poverty to derive peace and contenmmn, to p'ifs in.
dependence by ruling only over themfelves ; thefe people lof, their
ftrcngth; when, iriftead of prcferving a fyftem of felf-defence, they com-
nitted hoflilities upon others; engaged in war with a fuperior force, they.

foon ceafed to be independent ; their happiriefs wasalike.delnroyed by the
confequences of viaory or. of adverfè fortune Athens fouid it impoffible.
to fupport undiminilhed that vigour of mind, that hcroic valour, which, on
the field of Marathon, and on the fhore of Salamis, enabled a handful of
men to vanquilh ariies numerous beyond the experience or the belief of
Modern times.

That the decline ahd fallof the Roman Empire, was thè inevitable con-
fequence of its ext-avagant ambition, who can queflion ? But why have
not thofe:acute reafoners, who preend to trace events to their caufes,
fhewn, whence proceededthe.deffruaion of thofe Rlates; on whofe ruin
Rone raifed her Colloffean greatnefs ? Vas it luxury and clegant learning
which deftroyed the Sabines, the citizens of Veji, the Volfcians, and the
LatinL : or did not their own weaknefs abandon their deftiny to the chance
of: war? Imperious Rome herfelf had, mo:e than once, .nearly feen falfi-
fied her real, or pretended dreams of eternity..

With thefe events literature had not any, 'or at moft a very .flight connec-
tion. To elegant occupations Sparta paid little. attention ; nav, if deftitute
of .poets and orators, Athens would have fallcn like Sybaris,' Capua, and
unlettered Carthage. Had.Rome ereaedher vaftmonarchy; without fub-
je&ing Greece ; in all probabilit.y Rome would have been little acquainted'
with. polite learning ; but, moft certainly, her power, like that of Perfia
and Macedon, mifr have declined.

But fhould theinfluence of'elegant learning be allowed to have been
injurious to ancient flates ; at prelent, hoWever, it cannot bé copfidered
iii that light. This, the hiftory- and con'fitution of modern goverrments
will iufficiently evince.

The:polite fubjeeés of Lewis,;XIV. were warriors not-lefs courageotis
than


