
Miscellaneous.

MISCELLANEOUS.

iiOBB'S LONDON LOCK FACTORY.

Th, celebrat d lock-picker, Mr. Ilobbs, says the Slentzfic Art zan, who
astonisled our EngIish fiieids during the Great Exliibition in I851, by
picking Chubb's and al other celebrated London locks, lias found it a pro-

fitable businCs-, we udeistand, to carry on tie manufacture of American

locks in London, wlere lie lias resid d for tl pasit 8 years. le bas a large

factory in operation, and las introduced mathinery for making various parts
of locks which have Leretofore been made by and. This lias given him

great advantage over those who pursue the o.d jog-trot hand labor system.

in iitroduc.ing lis machine ry for this prrpose, Iobbs had to proceed very
cautiousliy, su as not to raise the ire of tie dusky oper ativ, s ; lie tierefore

inclosed lis factory, and got all his nachiei ry iii ord r before lie commenced

operatiois, and th il lie vent along like a strc of Aimeiican ligltning.

lis 1 ck- have acquired a hiigh reputation, and [le tppears to be on the higl
road to lortuntLie.

WATERPROOF STUFFS.

Tie foIloný ing procss his jost been puü i4ed, for rencdring c'oti es, nd
all 1,inds uf tultf water-pro f:-Take of geltiine and soip 1 lb. eaci, di-
solve theimn toget er in 30 quiart- of boilîN water, nd adid by dgre-es Pl lbs.

of alui ; theni eu-nItirue the ebuli ion for aiother jpmrter of an Lir. When
the mi quid thus 1 obtained lias c'oled to tHe temperature of 212 dgrees
Fahreleit, the >t t is dipp1îed in and allowed to soik well. It Î ithei taken

out and lefi to ry, tter whichi it is carefully wvashied and manded. The

process is explained as follwsr :--When the gelatine and soap aie biouiglt
imto contacti sli lim, the sulphturic acid cntained in the laiitr cet verts tihi

soda con taiied in thi soapi into sulphate of soda ; the animal ds of the oa

are thus set at ibeiy, and form with tlie gelatine a kind of jiPy wlh icl is
insoluble in cold ' ater, and therefore rendes'thie stuff water-proof. Ti:s,
however, is onily the case w'iti soap made witi taliow.


