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Is the year of our Tord 1559, just afier the
aceession of Queen Elizaboth to the _throne of
England.tlierestood a fine old bavonial resilence,
surrounded by parle full of stat
separated from the high road w fich led to the
nf Leicester by a stone wall. terminat-
the same

mate

A lof‘n' averiue'of o this .-md elms condueted the
&nlnmml 1] xv’ulonw
of the olden times, \\Im.h Tl stood the brunt of
the civil wars hetween ‘the- rival rases, andd still
scemed to bid definnee to xlr-c'n “Abont ahun-

. dred yards feom the ernesxl\pu\])ich led inn the
Cinterior of the mansion, stad the Cotliie village

ched door, embowered
with ivy, and o'cr-ranopied with the green dra-
pery formed by the thick foliage of two larie

“chesnut troes. which seemed coeval with thie edi-

fice, and lencath whose ample shade move vows
had been pladged, and more hearts lost, than the
altar within had ever seen united. A fuir piece
of water, in which a tleet of swans delighied to
see refiected their own images, amd on whieh a
tittle white skifl eccasionally expanded its snowy
sail, spread outin frontolthe honse.  T'his veser-
voir was fud by a naveow stream, which after
gurgling melodiously throngh woad and_ field,
fost its identity in the fairy lake below. Tt was
o heautiful, quiet spot, such as childhood loves,
rich in trees and flowers, sparkling waters amid
The highly-cultivated gardens
were surrowded on three sides by a moat, which
hnd been of great use during the tronbled times
Defore mentioned; aml the old draw-bridge, with
its clanking ‘chains_and ‘pulleys, was still re-
garded with a sovt of awe, by the infuntry of the
fumily, although_at present,’it only served the
penccful purpose of a bridge to connest the gar-
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: lons with the pacicand pleasure graunds, throngh
i which 2 well-worn foot-path led to the town,

1 Sir Lake Conway, the present possessor of
this fair domain, w Kuight of -the $hire, and
a pepson af considerzble consequence in that
neighborliond.  Tlis charaeter for polities! honor
anl (‘unsiclencv, diel not, hm\'e\'(r. l;uop pace

pr(lpL‘l"s'\' from C(:ll‘
“lirk. In the carly part of the I

chih ITenry's

‘private confos:
tenderd mass. Vhenthat wicked 1grant; 1o fvmnfv
his insatiate lust, eaised his sncrilegions hand
agninst the ehureh. beeause it vefused to sanction
his abhorrent crimes, Sir Luke Conwny was still
1 stanneh adherent and supporter of the reigming
wmonarch, awl had lent his aid in the work
of rapine and <rm1m:mv. Duvingthe short reim
af the weak, unele-ridden, hoy-king, hecontinued a

reign of the murl-igjnrednml cahnnmiated V' ur}‘.
But Mary had sunk broken-hearted tw her grave;
nmd her sister had just ascended the thronpe—had
abjured the Catholie: religinn,and established npon
its ruins the national chureh, thus proving anin-
strnment inthe hands of an aver-euling Urovidence;
for bringing about much gond. - But harsh and
} ernel were the means employed by the she dea-
pot, for bringing lier people ta agree ta the forma
of thenew relizion, which, ns 2 great politica
state machine, she endeavoured with all the en-
ergies of her line mind, to establisl

Then hegan that reign of persccution sgninst
the hapless Catholies, who still dared, in defiance
of voyal edicts £nd unjust excentions, the' loss of

prnpert) and hn. cons.nnl drcnd of xmpnsan-:

tion, he woulid have turned

reign, he lnd ‘een”  'zealous Catholie. lccpt "o
¢ in”his house, and rcvvulmlv at-: |

zealons Protest nt awd Refurner; and as rt-:uhlv :
verurned to the mass and the confession, in the




